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Introduction 

This  is  the  second  of  a  series  of  annual  re¬ 
ports  on  the  status  of  Federal  statistics,  inaugu¬ 
rated  in  1978  following  the  transfer  of  statistical 
policy  functions  from  the  Office  of  Manage¬ 
ment  and  Budget  to  the  Department  of  Com¬ 
merce.  In  part,  these  reports  replace  the  special 
analysis  of  statistical  programs  distributed  as  a 
part  of  the  budget  documents  in  prior  years. 
This  report  by  the  Office  of  Federal  Statistical 
Policy  and  Standards  is  intended  to  highlight 
important  developments  in  Federal  statistics  in 
1978  and  to  draw  attention  to  activities  planned 
for  fiscal  year  1979  as  a  result  of  Executive  rec¬ 
ommendations  and  Congressional  actions. 

Since  Federal  statistics  are  the  product  of  a 
large  number  of  agencies  and  a  widely  diverse 
set  of  activities,  especially  in  the  major  statistical 
agencies,  a  report  of  this  type  will  inevitably  de¬ 
scribe  only  selected  events.  Nevertheless,  the 
report  is  intended  to  give  a  general  sense  of  im¬ 
portant  developments  affecting  Federal  statis¬ 
tics  and  to  draw  attention  to  individual  issues 
and  events  which  are  expected  to  be  of  future 
significance.  The  report  is  not,  however,  an 
evaluation  of  the  quality  of  statistical  programs 
or  an  assessment  of  the  adequacy  of  changes 
relative  to  needs. 

The  overall  outline  of  this  report  is  as  follows: 
General  Issues 

Planning  and  Coordination 

Reorganizations  Affecting  Statistics 

The  General  Environment  during  1979 

Selected  Crosscutting  Issues 

Data  About  Urban  Areas 

Population  Projections  for  Use  in  Federal 
Funding  Allocations 
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GNP  Data  Improvement 
Confidentiality  and  Privacy 
User  Access  to  Federal  Data 
Domestic  Information  Display  System 
Federal-State-Local  Coop)erative  Systems  of 
Data  Collection 
International  Statistics 
Racial  and  Ethnic  Data 
Nonsampling  Errors 

Statistical  Uses  of  Administrative  Records 
Statistical  Standards 

Standard  Metropolitan  Statistical  Area 
Criteria  Review 
Occupational  Classification 
Commodity  Classification 
Standard  Industrial  Classification 
Standard  Statistical  Establishment  List 
Contracting  Statistical  Surveys 

Principal  Statistical  Programs 
Overview- 

Agricultural  Statistics 

Criminal  Justice  Statistics 

Education  Statistics 

Energy  Statistics 

Environmental  Statistics 

General  Economic  and  Financial  Statistics 

Health  Statistics 

Housing  and  Construction  Statistics 
Income  Maintenance  and  Welfare  Statistics 
International  Economic  Statistics 
Labor  Statistics 
Population  Statistics 
Prices  and  Price  Indexes 
Production  and  Distribution  Statistics 
Transportation  Statistics 

Fiscal  Year  1980  Budget  Requests  for  the  Major 
Statistical  Agencies 
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General  Issues 

PLANNING  AND  COORDINATION 

The  planning  and  coordination  activity  of 
greatest  interest  during  1978  was  the  review 
initiated  as  part  of  the  President’s  Reorganiza¬ 
tion  Project  in  a  study  entitled  “The  Federal 
Statistical  System  Project.”  This  project  which  is 
directed  by  Dr.  James  T.  Bonnen,  on  leave  from 
Michigan  State  University,  prepared  a  careful 
review  of  all  aspects  of  planning  and  coordina¬ 
tion  relating  to  Federal  statistics.  An  issues  and 
options  paper,  prepared  by  a  working  team 
comprised  of  high  level  professionals  detailed 
from  major  U.S.  statistical  agencies  and  one 
professional  from  Statistics  Canada,  was  circu¬ 
lated  in  late  1978.  Input  from  outside  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  was  obtained  through  an  Advisory 
Committee  made  up  of  a  broad  spectrum  of  the 
academic  and  research  communities. 

The  issues  and  options  paper  discusses  major 
changes  that  have  impacted  the  Federal  statisti¬ 
cal  system  and  its  operating  environment.  Chief 
among  these  are  the  expanded  role  of  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Government,  dominance  of  the  national 
policy  agenda  by  increasingly  interdependent  is¬ 
sues,  an  information  explosion  fueled  by  growth 
of  knowledge,  increased  complexity  and  inter¬ 
dependency  of  information  generating  institu¬ 
tions,  and  major  institutional  changes  in  the 
executive  and  legislative  branches  of 
Government. 

These  changes  in  the  environment  have  re¬ 
sulted  in  more  policy  issues  being  pushed  to 
higher  levels  of  government,  significantly  in¬ 
creased  demand  for  data  and  analysis  for  mak¬ 
ing  decisions  on  complex  issues,  and  growth  in 
the  size  and  complexity  of  the  decentralized 
Federal  statistical  system.  The  report  goes  on  to 
conclude  that  statistical  agency  and  program 
management  and  the  coordination  and  planning 
of  the  statistical  system  is  losing  the  difficult 
race  with  growth,  complexity,  and  fragmenta¬ 
tion. 

The  options  and  recommendations  discussed 
in  the  report  are  designed  to  improve  the  in¬ 
stitutional  framework  which  can  resolve  and 
cope  with  these  major  problems  on  an  ongoing 
basis.  The  goal  of  developing  a  substantial 
system-wide  capacity  to  manage,  coordinate  and 
plan  national  data  and  analysis  needs  results  in  a 
large  number  of  options  and  recommendations 
for  increasing  the  staffing  and  functions  of  a 
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central  statistical  office.  Final  recommendations 
are  being  developed  in  the  early  months  of  1979 
and  executive  branch  decisions  will  be  made  on 
what  changes  to  propose  to  Congress. 

During  1978,  the  Office  of  Federal  Statistical 
Policy  and  Standards  completed  two  projects 
initiated  several  years  ago.  These  resulted  in  the 
publication  of  A  Framework  for  Planning  U.S. 
Federal  Statistics  for  the  1980’s  and  a  companion 
historical  background  report  entitled  Revolution 
in  United  States  Government  Statistics,  1926-1976. 
These  two  documents  are  intended  to  provide  a 
broad  review  of  the  historical  development  of 
the  Federal  statistical  system  and  the  present 
needs  for  statistical  program  improvement.  The 
Framework  draws  attention  to  alternatives  for 
developing  more  integrated  data  sets,  especially 
within  the  area  of  social  statistics.  Another  re¬ 
port  resulting  from  the  Advisory  Committee  on 
Gross  National  Product  Data  Improvement 
will  be  issued  early  in  1979.  This  set  of  reports  is 
expected  to  provide  the  impetus  for  discussion 
of  overall  statistical  improvements  to  be  im¬ 
plemented  during  the  1980’s. 

Early  in  1978,  the  Statistical  Policy  Coordina¬ 
tion  Committee  (SPCC)  was  organized.  This 
cabinet-level  committee  was  established  by 
President  Carter  as  part  of  the  statistical  reor¬ 
ganization  effected  by  Executive  Order  No. 
12013.  Early  meetings  of  the  Committee  in¬ 
volved  familiarization  of  Committee  members 
with  statistical  policy  issues  and  processes.  The 
Committee  has  undertaken  a  number  of  ac¬ 
tivities  including:  the  creation  of  a  task  force 
and  approval  of  guidelines  for  population  pro¬ 
jections  used  for  Federal  fund  allocations,  crea¬ 
tion  of  a  task  force  to  develop  a  set  of  “urban 
indicators”  and  to  identify  data  needed  for  State 
and  local  planning  and  evaluation  of  urban  ini¬ 
tiatives,  and  approval  of  recommendations  for 
criteria  for  establishing  metropolitan  areas  for 
Federal  statistical  purposes. 

REORGANIZATIONS  AFFECTING  STATISTICS 

In  last  year’s  annual  report,  information  was 
presented  concerning  internal  reorganizations 
in  three  departments  and  the  creation  of  a  new 
Department  during  1977.  These  included  the 
establishment  of  the  Economics,  Statistics,  and 
Cooperatives  Service  in  the  Department  of  Ag¬ 
riculture;  the  reorganization  of  Health  Care 
Services  resulting  in  the  creation  of  the  Health 
Care  Financing  Administration  (HCFA);  and 
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the  announced  intention  of  the  Attorney  Gen¬ 
eral  to  establish  the  Bureau  of  Justice  Statistics 
which  would  assume  the  responsibility  for  all 
statistical  programs  now  operated  by  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Bureau  of  Investigation  and  the  Law  En¬ 
forcement  Assistance  Administration.  (Legisla¬ 
tion  to  establish  the  new  bureau  was  introduced 
during  1978;  it  was  not  enacted  during  that  ses¬ 
sion  and  has  been  reintroduced.) 

Finally,  a  major  statistical  agency  came  into 
being  with  the  formation  of  the  Department  of 
Energy  in  1977.  The  Energy  Information  Ad¬ 
ministration  now  ranks  as  the  third  largest 
statistical  agency  in  terms  of  its  overall  budget. 
Throughout  1978,  the  adjustments  required  by 
the  earlier  reorganizations  demanded  a  great 
deal  of  attention,  both  in  terms  of  agency  ac¬ 
tivities  and  in  terms  of  interagency  coordination 
requirements.  While  some  important  problems 
remain  to  be  solved  the  adjustments  are,  at  this 
time,  largely  completed. 

THE  GENERAL  ENVIRONMENT  DURING  1979 

The  President’s  budget  for  FY  1980  has 
been  developed  to  meet  the  needs  of  a  high  in¬ 
flation  economy.  Thus,  while  the  cost  of  statisti¬ 
cal  programs  continues  to  rise,  the  expansion  in 
statistical  programs  is  largely  halted.  In  the 
President’s  budget  for  FY  1980,  the  total  re¬ 
quest  for  the  major  current  statistical  programs 
is  $838  million,  compared  with  $778  million 
which  was  approved  by  Congress  for  FY  1979. 
This  represents  only  a  slight  increase  in  real 
terms.  Nevertheless,  substantial  expenditures 
will  be  made  during  FY  1980  because  of  the 
conduct  of  the  1980  census.  The  census  budget 
for  FY  1980  will  be  $612  million,  bringing  the 
total  budget  for  periodic  programs  to  $631  mil¬ 
lion. 

In  this  atmosphere  of  limited  financial  re¬ 
sources,  staff  levels  are  also  severely  con¬ 
strained.  This  will  make  it  necessary  during 
1979,  for  the  individual  agencies  and  for  the 
planning  and  coordination  office  to  continue  to 
reappraise  priorities  and  make  appropriate 
adjustments. 

Selected  Crosscutting  Issues 

DATA  ABOUT  URBAN  AREAS 

As  part  of  his  Urban  Policy  Statement  (March 
27,  1978),  the  President  proposed  that  an  im¬ 
proved  Urban  Data  and  Information  System  be 
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developed  for  policy  and  program  planners  at 
the  Federal,  State,  and  local  levels.  The  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Commerce,  as  Chairperson  of  the  Statis¬ 
tical  Policy  Coordination  Committee  (SPCC), 
was  given  the  responsibility  for  carrying  out  this 
task.  An  Urban  Data  Task  Force,  which  was  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  SPCC  and  is  chaired  by  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development, 
held  its  initial  meeting  during  June  1978  and 
approved  the  general  strategy  and  work  plans 
for  the  project. 

The  activities  of  the  Task  Force  are  divided 
into  two  major  components.  The  first  involves 
the  development  of  a  set  of  “urban  indicators”, 
and  the  second  is  concerned  with  the  identifica¬ 
tion  of  data  needed  for  State  and  local  planning 
of  urban  initiatives. 

The  development  of  “urban  indicators”  in 
turn  was  divided  into  two  phases.  The  first  will 
involve  compilation  of  a  set  of  priority  indi¬ 
cators  which  can  be  completed  within  one  year, 
using  already  published  or  otherwise  easily  ac¬ 
cessible  data.  The  second  phase  will  focus  on  a 
more  detailed  set  of  indicators,  to  permit  the 
measurement  of  the  status  and  change  in  im¬ 
portant  urban  concerns  of  the  Federal  depart¬ 
ments  and  agencies.  This  phase  could  require 
information  not  now  readily  available. 

To  initiate  the  State  and  local  component  of 
the  urban  data  project,  members  of  the  Task 
Force  were  asked  to  provide  information  con¬ 
cerning  studies  underway  or  which  have  been 
completed  which  identify  data  needs  related  to 
urban  concerns.  This  information  will  serve  as 
background  for  an  intensive  effort  during  1979 
to  identify  priority  State  and  local  urban  con¬ 
cerns  and  related  data  needs,  in  cooperation 
with  public  interest  groups  and  representatives 
of  State  and  local  governments. 

POPULATION  PROJECTIONS  FOR 
USE  IN  FEDERAL  FUNDING  ALLOCATIONS 

During  1977,  as  part  of  President  Carter’s 
zero-based  review  of  Federal  planning  require¬ 
ments,  Federal,  State  and  local  officials  exam¬ 
ined  problems  in  data  required  for  Federal 
grant-in-aid  applications.  Among  the  issues 
cited  was  the  question  of  using  standard 
methodologies  or  standard  series  for  baseline 
population  projections.  In  1978,  the  Environ¬ 
mental  Protection  Agency  (EPA)  issued  regula¬ 
tions  requiring  the  use  of  State  level  projections 
prepared  by  the  Bureau  of  Economic  Analysis 
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(BEA)  as  a  partial  basis  in  determining  funding 
levels  under  the  Clean  Water  Act  Amendments. 
The  EPA  regulations  basically  left  to  the  States 
the  process  of  disaggregation  of  the  BEA  pro¬ 
jections  for  sub-State  areas.  Subsequently,  the 
Interagency  Coordinating  Council,  proposed 
that  the  EPA  model  be  implemented  by  all  Fed¬ 
eral  agencies  when  population  projections  are 
used. 

As  a  consequence  of  the  Planning  Require¬ 
ments  Study  and  of  the  issuance  of  the  EPA 
regulations,  the  Office  of  Management  and 
Budget  (OMB)  requested  that  the  Statistical 
Policy  Coordination  Committee  (SPCC)  review 
the  issue  of  Federal  population  projections  and 
develop  recommendations  for  government-wide 
implementation.  The  SPCC  reviewed  the  OMB 
request  at  its  May  16,  1978,  meeting  and  di¬ 
rected  a  study  of  the  issue  by  a  task  force. 

During  the  balance  of  1978,  the  Task  Force 
on  Population  Projections  examined  the  feasi¬ 
bility  and  desirability  of  developing  a  Federal 
standard  for  population  projections.  The  Task 
Force  perceived  several  questions  which  re¬ 
quired  resolution  prior  to  any  final  recommen¬ 
dations. 

These  issues  included: 

\. Technical  Considerations.  The  basic  question 
to  be  resolved  from  a  technical  standpoint 
was  whether  the  Federal  Government 
could,  in  fact,  develop  reliable  projections 
below  the  national  level  (i.e.,  for  States, 
and,  in  turn,  for  localities)  and,  if  so,  which 
projections  model  or  series  should  be 
adopted  as  a  Federal  standard. 

2.  Programmatic  Considerations.  From  a  pro¬ 
grammatic  standpoint,  it  was  necessary  to 
determine  the  impact  which  a  recom¬ 
mended  standard  model  or  series  would 
have  on  the  distribution  of  Federal 
resources. 

3.  Public  Policy  Considerations.  The  adoption  of 
a  standard  model  or  series,  particularly  if 
extended  to  sub-state  areas  may  have  a  sub¬ 
stantial  effect  on  the  growth  of  local  areas. 
Thus,  it  is  critical  to  obtain  public  review 
and  comment  on  any  proposed  Federal 
standard  for  population  projections  prior 
to  implementation. 

In  addition  to  examining  alternative  models, 
the  Task  Force  staff  initiated  a  series  of  infor- 
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mal  meetings  with  major  public  interest  groups 
to  explore  their  reactions  to  this  concept. 

As  a  result  of  its  study  and  deliberations,  the 
Task  Force  prepared  a  series  of  recommenda¬ 
tions  for  consideration  by  the  Statistical  Policy 
Coordination  Committee.  The  recommenda¬ 
tions  concerning  the  development  and  use  of 
baseline  population  projections  adopted  by  the 
SPCC  on  December  14,  1978,  were  as  follows: 

•  Tbe  Department  of  Commerce  should  as¬ 
sume  the  responsibility  for  developing,  in 
consultation  with  other  Federal  agencies,  a 
single  set  of  baseline  State  population  pro¬ 
jections  which  would  incorporate  economic 
and  demographic  variables,  for  use  when¬ 
ever  projections  are  included  as  a  factor  in 
Federal  funding  allocations.'  The  model,  to 
the  maximum  extent  feasible,  should  take 
into  consideration  data  reflecting  the  needs 
of  various  Federal  agencies. 

•  The  Department  of  Commerce  should  pub¬ 
lish  the  new  methodology  for  review  and 
comment  within  six  months. 

•  The  proposal  developed  by  the  Department 
of  Commerce  should  provide  for  proce¬ 
dures  which  would  permit  State,  Regional 
and  local  inputs.  The  proposal  should  also 
clearly  define  the  methods  of  review  of  the 
data  by  various  interested  parties. 

•  States  should  develop  procedures  and 
guidelines  to  generate  sub-state  baseline 
population  distributions  consistent  with  the 
State  projections.  These  procedures  would 
be  made  available  to  appropriate  sub-State 
entities  for  review  and  comment.  After  a 
comment  period,  they  would  be  submitted 
to  the  Federal  Government  for  approval.  In 
support  of  this  effort,  the  Federal  Govern¬ 
ment  should  provide  guidelines  and  techni¬ 
cal  assistance  as  appropriate. 

These  recommendations  will  guide  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  a  Federal  standard  for  population 
projections  during  1979. 

GNP  DATA  IMPROVEMENT 

A  major  multiyear  effort  began  in  1978  to 
implement  the  recommendations  of  the  Report 


‘The  term  allocation  of  funds  covers  either  a  national 
distribution  of  funds  on  a  formula  basis  with  future 
population  served  being  a  factor  in  the  formula,  or  the 
commitment  of  funds  for  a  specific  project  with  future 
population  served  being  a  factor  in  the  amount  awarded. 
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of  the  Advisory  Committee  on  Gross  National 
Product  Data  Improvement.  This  study,  which 
will  be  published  early  in  1979,  recommended 
over  150  improvements  for  the  underlying  data 
used  in  preparing  the  quarterly,  annual,  and 
5-year  benchmark  estimates  of  the  gross  na¬ 
tional  product  (GNP),  input-output  tables,  and 
related  agricultural,  international  and  financial 
series.  In  addition  to  strengthening  the  data 
base  in  the  national  economic  accounts,  which  in 
our  decentralized  statistical  system  affects  over 
20  Federal  agencies,  the  report  recommends 
improvements  for  the  procedures  used  by  the 
Bureau  of  Economic  Analysis  in  developing  the 
GNP  estimates. 

Many  of  the  program  improvements  require 
additional  resources  and  therefore  are  involved 
in  the  entire  budgeting  process  of  the  Federal 
Government.  Others  can  be  accommodated  by 
management  reallocations  within  existing  statis¬ 
tical  programs. 

In  its  responsibility  for  overseeing  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  review  and  implementation  of  the  re¬ 
port  recommendations,  the  Office  of  Federal 
Statistical  Policy  and  Standards  conducted  a 
comprehensive  review  of  agency  plans  for  car¬ 
rying  out  the  recommendations  in  the  next  sev¬ 
eral  years.  This  review  also  included  an  agency 
assessment  of  the  feasibility  of  implementing 
the  recommendations  in  light  of  other  agency 
priorities  or  anticipated  technical  problems. 
These  reviews  were  used  by  the  Subcommittee 
on  Economic  Statistics  of  the  Economic  Policy 
Group,  chaired  by  a  member  of  the  Council  of 
Economic  Advisers,  for  recommending 
priorities  in  the  budget  planning  process  of 
major  statistical  agencies  in  the  EY  1980  budget. 

Changes  in  the  President’s  budget  requests 
for  EY  1980  made  as  a  result  of  this  process 
provide  for  a  wide-ranging  group  of  economic 
surveys,  most  of  which  are  for  surveys  to  be 
conducted  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census.  These 
surveys  would  provide  more  reliable  estimates 
for  the  quarterly  GNP  estimates  of  personal 
consumption  expenditures,  new  construction, 
inventory  change,  and  State  and  local  govern¬ 
ments,  and  for  the  annual  figures  of  GNP  by 
industry,  updated  summary  input-output  tables, 
and  revised  estimates  of  consumption,  invest¬ 
ment,  and  net  exports. 

The  FY  1980  budget  also  includes  a  realloca¬ 
tion  of  resources  within  existing  programs  of 


the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  for  the  continued 
development  and  expansion  of  the  new  pro¬ 
ducer  and  international  price  programs.  These 
data  will  provide  more  reliable  constant-dollar 
GNP  estimates  for  measuring  the  real  growth  of 
the  economy. 

Several  other  agencies  took  steps  in  1978  to 
implement  the  report  recommendations.  These 
include  the  Department  of  Agriculture  in  its 
work  on  the  farm  income  component  of  the 
GNP,  the  Department  of  Defense  for  informa¬ 
tion  on  military  exports  and  defense  purchases, 
the  Department  of  Health,  Education,  and  Wel¬ 
fare  for  survey  data  on  income  from  self-owned 
nonfarm  business,  the  Federal  Home  Loan 
Bank  Board  for  data  on  profits  of  savings  and 
loan  associations,  and  the  Office  of  Manage¬ 
ment  and  Budget  for  reporting  on  Federal  Gov¬ 
ernment  purchases.  In  addition,  the  Bureau  of 
Economic  Analysis  began  publishing  the  data 
sources  and  estimating  judgments  it  employs  in 
preparing  the  preliminary  GNP  estimate  that  is 
published  15  days  after  the  reference  quarter. 

The  efforts  described  above  represent  good 
progress,  but  much  needs  to  be  done  in  the 
coming  years.  In  an  environment  of  continuing 
budget  stringency,  there  will  be  increasing  pres¬ 
sures  for  justifying  the  need  for  further  im¬ 
provements  and  to  accommodate  the  additional 
resources  in  the  most  cost-effective  manner.  A 
forthcoming  report  in  the  Statistical  Reporter  will 
give  a  more  comprehensive  and  detailed  ac¬ 
count  of  this  entire  effort. 

CONFIDENTI.ALITY  AND  PRIVACY 

As  a  result  of  the  President’s  initiative  on  pri¬ 
vacy,  an  extensive  interagency  review  was  con¬ 
ducted  during  1978  of  the  issues  raised  by  the 
Privacy  Protection  Study  Commission  report. 
Guidelines  and  draft  legislative  proposals  were 
developed  by  the  Executive  Departments  and 
circulated  for  review.  In  addition  to  agency 
proposals  in  substantive  areas,  such  as  medical 
and  credit  records  which  include  provisions  on 
protection  of  the  confidentiality  of  individually 
identifiable  records,  a  draft  bill  on  the  func¬ 
tional  separation  of  statistical  and  administrative 
activity  was  prepared  by  the  Federal  Statistical 
System  Project  on  reorganization  issues.  This  bill 
incorporates  a  concept  similar  to  the  “statistical 
enclaves”  proposed  in  the  Framework  chapter  on 
“Confidentiality  of  Statistical  and  Research 
Data,”  but  goes  beyond  this  concept  by  extend- 
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ing  confidentiality  to  “protected  statistical  files.” 
This  would  provide  much  greater  flexibility  in 
the  maintenance  of  protected  statistical  data. 
The  bill  also  gives  the  Chief  Statistician  a  key 
role  in  the  determination  and  authorization  of 
protected  statistical  centers  and  files. 

A  number  of  statistical  agencies  prepared 
draft  legislation  related  to  their  specific  confi¬ 
dentiality  problems  and  interests.  The  generic 
proposal  for  statistical  records  maintained  by 
Federal  agencies  should  meet  most  of  the  con¬ 
cerns  expressed  in  the  agency  drafts.  No  further 
action  is  expected  on  these  agency  bills  until  the 
Administration  proposal  has  been  dealt  with  by 
Congress.  A  separate  proposal  on  the  confiden¬ 
tiality  of  research  records  is  also  being  pre¬ 
pared.  Protection  for  these  studies  will  extend 
only  to  the  records  of  “natural  persons”. 

In  a  related  effort,  the  National  Center  for 
Health  Statistics  has  prepared  a  “Model  State 
Health  Statistics  Act,”  for  consideration  by 
cooperating  State  agencies,  which  includes  pro¬ 
visions  on  confidentiality  of  health  data  and  ex¬ 
change  of  data  between  Federal  and  State  agen¬ 
cies. 

The  Tax  Reform  Act  of  1976  continues  to 
pose  problems  for  statistical  agencies  in  access  to 
and  use  of  tax  related  information.  The  re¬ 
stricted  access  to  tax  data  imposed  by  this  legis¬ 
lation  has  affected  both  the  Standard  Statistical 
Establishment  List  (SSEL)  and  the  Continuous 
Work  History  Sample  (CWHS).  The  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Commerce  has  proposed  legislation  to 
allow  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  to  make  the 
SSEL  available  to  other  agencies  for  statistical 
purposes  only.  The  Social  Security  Administra¬ 
tion  has  reviewed  the  impact  of  the  present  tax 
ruling  on  CWHS  and  other  statistical  activities, 
but  has,  as  yet,  made  no  formal  proposals  for 
legislative  action. 

The  disclosure  policies  imposed  on  the 
Energy  Information  Administration  in  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Energy  Organization  Act  have  re- 
suUed  in  some  unique  confidentiality  problems. 
The  mandatory  disclosure  philosophy  of  the  Act 
was  aimed  at  regulated  energy  producers  but 
the  Act  does  not  permit  confidentiality  protec¬ 
tion  for  data  concerning  energy  consumers. 
There  has  been  no  resolution  of  which  groups 
of  consumers  or  respondents  should  receive 
such  confidentiality  protection,  but  there  is  gen¬ 
eral  agreement  that  some  protection  is  needed 


for  data  concerning  individual  persons  or 
households. 

The  National  Commission  for  the  Protection 
of  Human  Subjects  of  Biomedical  and  Behavior 
Research  has  recently  issued  several  reports  on 
Institutional  Review  Boards  and  on  ethical 
guidelines  for  research  and  the  delivery  of 
health  services.  Following  the  recommendation 
of  the  Commission,  the  Department  of  Health, 
Education,  and  Welfare  has  amended  the  defi¬ 
nition  of  informed  consent  under  the  regula¬ 
tions  for  the  protection  of  human  subjects.  The 
amended  definition  requires  that  “biomedical  or 
behavioral  research  which  may  result  in  physical 
injury”  must  provide  an  explanation  of  the 
availability  of  compensation  and  medical  treat¬ 
ment  if  physical  injury  occurs. 

USER  ACCESS  TO  FEDERAL  DATA: 
CATALOGING  FEDERAL  MACHINE-READABLE 
DATA  FILES 

The  highly  decentralized  organization  of 
Federal  statistical  programs  assures  that  statis¬ 
tics  will  be  closely  associated  with  the  policy  and 
program  needs  of  the  various  Departments  and 
agencies.  Much  of  the  data  contained  in  agency 
files  in  machine-readable  form  are  also  relevant 
for  the  analysis  of  issues  which  cut  across  the  re¬ 
sponsibilities  of  several  agencies.  However,  at 
the  present  time  considerable  difficulties  are 
encountered  by  analysts  seeking  to  use  such 
files.2 

The  most  basic  problem  is  that  a  detailed 
index  is  lacking  as  to  what  data  exist  in 
machine-readable  form.  Such  an  index  would 
need  to  include  listings  of  information  items 
and  sufficient  additional  information,  such  as 
the  definition  of  items  and  the  frequency  at 
which  data  are  available,  to  enable  the  potential 
user  to  know  what  specific  data  might  be  useful. 
Once  apparently  useful  data  are  located,  suffi¬ 
ciently  detailed  documentation  is  needed  to  en¬ 
able  the  machine-readable  files  to  be  processed 
on  the  user’s  computer. 

As  a  first  step  in  improving  access  to  infor¬ 
mation  on  machine-readable  data  files,  a  Fed- 


*  Currently  the  American  Statistics  Index,  published  by 
the  Congressional  Information  Service  provides  a  current 
and  comprehensive  source  of  information  regarding  all 
statistical  publications  of  the  Federal  Government.  No 
such  common  source  of  information  is  available  for 
machine-readable  data  files. 
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eral  task  force  has  proposed  a  bibliographic  and 
abstracting  standard  for  Federal  agency-wide 
adoption.  This  standard  will  be  consistent  with 
the  Anglo-American  Cataloging  Rules  which  are 
used  in  most  library  systems. 

Currently,  the  proposed  standard  is  being  re¬ 
viewed  by  various  Federal  agencies,  library,  and 
user  groups.  Assuming  development  continues, 
bibliographic  data  and  abstracts  entered  into  a 
computer  automated  data  base  will  enable  those 
searching  for  data  to  obtain  information  about 
data  files  using  title,  agency,  subject,  and 
keyword  search  techniques.  Such  a  bibliographic 
retrieval  system  should  reduce  the  time  involved 
in  locating  available  data,  and  increase  the  accu¬ 
racy  and  scope  of  the  information  available  to 
data  users  concerned  with  particular  issues, 
especially  those  which  are  crosscutting  in  scope 
and  involve  data  from  several  agencies.  This 
system  should  also  assist  in  eliminating  duplica¬ 
tion  of  effort  in  collecting  data,  and  be  designed 
to  be  compatible  with  national  and  international 
standards  so  that  machine-readable  data  files 
may  be  integrated  with  library  network  systems. 

To  further  improve  access  to  machine- 
readable  data  files,  plans  are  underway  to  de¬ 
velop  a  catalog  of  Federal  data  files  which  are 
available  to  the  public.  Plans  are  also  well  ad¬ 
vanced  to  develop  a  standard  format  for  inter¬ 
agency  exchange  of  time-series  data. 

DOME.SnC  INFORMATION  DISPLAY  SYSTEM 

In  the  fall  of  1977,  the  White  House  staff 
began  a  series  of  efforts  to  improve  the  quality, 
quantity,  geographic  detail,  and  timeliness  of  in¬ 
formation  for  use  by  the  Administration  and  the 
Congress.  One  result  was  the  development  of 
the  Domestic  Information  Display  System 
(DIDS)  to  rapidly  access  and  display  demo¬ 
graphic  and  other  statistical  information  needed 
by  analysts  and  policy  makers. 

DIDS  was  developed  as  a  cooperative  effort 
by  the  National  Aeronautics  and  Space  Admin¬ 
istration  (NASA),  the  Bureau  of  the  Census, 
and  the  White  House  to  demonstrate  the  feasi¬ 
bility  of  improving  information  delivery  using 
currently  available  technology.  Using  existing 
Census  data  for  State  and  local  areas,  a  special- 
purpose  NASA  computer  display  system  was 
programmed  to  rapidly  display  user-selected 
data  on  color  television  monitors  in  graphic 


form — usually  statistical  maps  of  the  United 
States. 

In  June  1978  the  prototype  DIDS  system  was 
demonstrated  at  both  the  Capitol  and  the  White 
House.  Reaction  to  the  demonstration  was  quite 
positive  with  nearly  every  commentator,  in¬ 
cluding  the  President,  suggesting  that  the  sys¬ 
tem  merited  further  study  to  give  key  govern¬ 
ment  agencies  a  first  hand  opportunity  to 
evaluate  this  new  concept. 

Fifteen  agencies  have  agreed  to  participate  in 
a  shared-cost  experimental  program  to  do  fur¬ 
ther  research,  development,  evaluation,  and 
demonstration  of  DIDS.  Various  Congressional 
Committees  will  provide  guidance,  especially  on 
subject  matter  of  interest  to  users. 

The  major  policymaking  arm  of  DIDS  is  the 
Steering  Committee  which  consists  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  each  of  the  funding  agencies. 
Congress,  and  the  White  House.  It  is  co-chaired 
by  the  Director  of  the  Office  of  Federal  Statisti¬ 
cal  Policy  and  Standards,  Department  of  Com¬ 
merce,  and  the  Special  Assistant  to  the  Director, 
Office  of  Administration,  Executive  Office  of 
the  President. 

Early  in  1979  a  full-time  project  team  was 
established  in  OFSPS  to  provide  management 
for  the  experimental  program  during  the  com¬ 
ing  year. 

FEDERAL-STATE-LOCAL  COOPERATIVE  SYSTE.MS 
OF  DATA  COLLECTION 

Building  upon  work  initiated  during  1977, 
the  Subcommittee  on  Federal-State-Local  Co¬ 
operative  Statistical  Systems  of  the  Federal 
Committee  on  Statistical  .Methodology  com¬ 
pleted  its  efforts  to  develop  a  set  of  guidelines 
for  the  definition  and  operation  of  cooperative 
statistical  programs. 

These  guidelines,  which  represent  the  first 
government-wide  statement  of  criteria  and 
standards  for  the  cooperative  statistical  systems, 
were  developed  from  the  subcommittee’s  review 
and  discussion  of  the  strengths  and  weaknesses 
of  ongoing  programs. 

The  guidelines  cover  the  objectives  and  con¬ 
tent  of  cooperative  programs,  principles  with 
respect  to  Federal  support,  and  quality  control 
and  standards  for  cooperative  data  collection 
programs.  A  discussion  of  the  guidelines  is 
found  in  the  recently  published  A  Framework  for 
Planning  U.S.  Federal  Statistics  for  the  1980’s.  The 
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Framework  chapter  on  the  Federal-State-Local 
Cooperative  Systems  of  Data  Collection  also 
contains  the  updated  narrative  descriptions  of 
the  major  cooperative  systems  now  in  operation. 

A  matrix  depicting  the  various  characteristics  of 
several  cooperative  statistical  systems  (e.g.,  data 
type,  data  source,  units  of  aggregation,  program 
support,  and  data  standards)  was  compiled  by 
the  Subcommittee  and  is  available  from  tbe  Of¬ 
fice  of  Federal  Statistical  Policy  and  Standards. 

INTERNATIONAL  STATISTICS 

U.S  statistical  agencies  continued  to  play  an 
active  role  in  the  development  of  international 
programs  during  1978.  This  involvement  in¬ 
cluded  continuation  of  technical  assistance, 
participation  in  international  standard  setting 
forums,  and  efforts  to  develop  improved  com¬ 
parability  in  statistics  from  various  countries. 

The  International  Statistical  Institute  (ISI),  a 
select  academy  of  influential  statisticians  from 
around  the  world,  initiated  an  evaluation  of  the 
future  of  international  statistical  activities  with 
particular  focus  on  the  role  of  the  ISI  itself.  The 
Inter- America  Statistical  Institute  which  con¬ 
centrates  on  the  Western  Hemisphere  with  par¬ 
ticular  concern  for  the  Carribean  and  Central 
and  South  America  also  went  through  a  period 
of  internal  reassessment  and  redirection.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  the  United  Nations  Statistical  Office  ini¬ 
tiated  preliminary  discussions  to  launch  a  major 
worldwide  effort  to  strengthen  the  household 
survey  capabilities  of  tbe  least  developed  coun¬ 
tries.  As  a  result  of  these  evaluations  and  reas¬ 
sessments,  considerable  redirection  is  antici¬ 
pated  in  the  international  statistical  system 
during  1979,  in  preparation  for  the  1980’s.  The 
United  Nations  Statistical  Commission  is  sched¬ 
uled  to  meet  in  New  York  in  late  February  of 
1979  to  set  forth  the  framework  for  future 
developments. 

The  members  of  the  Committee  on  Im¬ 
provement  of  National  Statistics  (COINS)  of  the 
Inter-American  Statistical  Institute  (IASI)  are 
the  chief  statistical  officers  of  the  countries  of 
the  Americas.  During  1978,  two  meetings  of  the 
Coordinating  Board  of  COINS  were  held.  The 
board  meetings  included  discussions  of:  (a)  the 
future  of  COINS,  including  the  proposal  for 
coordination  and  closer  collaboration  between 
the  United  Nations  Statistical  Office,  the  Statis¬ 
tical  Division  of  the  Economic  Commission  for 
Latin  America  (ECLA),  and  the  IASI  and  (b)  the 
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organization  of  the  14th  Session  of  COINS  to  be 
held  in  October  1979,  in  Caracas,  Venezuela. 
Each  country  is  asked  to  prepare  a  national  re¬ 
port  of  the  statistical  activities  in  the  biennium 
between  tbe  meetings  of  COINS.  Tbe  agenda  of 
tbe  next  meeting  of  COINS  includes  two  round 
tables  on  “Strengthening  of  the  National  Eco¬ 
nomic  Accounts”  and  on  “Professional  Staff  De¬ 
velopment  for  National  Statistical  Systems.” 

Under  an  agreement  with  the  U.S  Agency  for 
International  Development,  training  documents 
and  a  computer  software  edit  package  were 
prepared  to  assist  developing  countries  in  pro¬ 
ducing  data  for  the  1980  World  Censuses  of 
Population  and  Housing.  Materials  have  already 
been  used  in  various  workshops  and  translations 
are  being  made  available  in  Spanish  and  French. 
More  specifically,  the  training  manual  and 
workbook  for  the  document.  Mapping  for  Cen¬ 
suses  and  Surveys,  were  published;  major  por¬ 
tions  of  Popstan:  A  Case  Study  for  the  1980  Cen¬ 
suses  of  Population  and  Housing  were  developed; 
and  a  basic  version  of  the  generalized  statistical 
editing  package,  CONCOR,  was  completed.  The 
software  package  is  being  further  developed  to 
enable  countries,  for  the  first  time,  to  utilize  and 
adapt  a  general  package  satisfying  virtually  all 
computer  edit  requirements. 

The  Organization  for  Economic  Cooperation 
and  Development  (OECD)  has,  for  the  last  sev¬ 
eral  years,  been  engaged  in  a  Social  Indicators 
Development  Program.  This  program  is  in  three 
ph  ases.  The  first  phase,  now  complete,  de¬ 
veloped  a  set  of  social  concerns  for  which  indi¬ 
cators  were  needed.  Specific  indicators  were  to 
be  defined  in  Phase  H.  This  phase  has  progres¬ 
sed  to  the  point  where  a  working  list  of  indi¬ 
cators  is  available.  Phase  HI  is  the  implementa¬ 
tion  stage.  Implementation  is  expected  to  begin 
in  calendar  year  1979.  As  Phase  HI  progresses, 
work  will  begin  on  an  OECD  international  social 
indicators  report. 

RACIAL  AND  ETHNIC  DATA 

During  1978,  the  Federal  agencies  made  con¬ 
siderable  progress  in  revising  their  data  collec¬ 
tion  and  publication  programs  to  provide  im¬ 
proved  data  on  racial  and  ethnic  groups  in  the 
United  States.  These  activities  were  undertaken 
in  response  to  the  requirements  of  Statistical 
Policy  Directive  No.  15  (formerly  OMB  Circular 
No.  A-46,  Exhibit  F)  and  of  Public  Law  94-311, 
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which  mandates  that  executive  branch  agencies 
improve  the  collection  and  publication  of  statis¬ 
tics  on  the  Nation’s  Hispanic  population. 

All  of  the  major  departments  and  agencies  are 
now  implementing  the  requirements  of  Statisti¬ 
cal  Policy  Directive  No.  15  in  their  new  and  re¬ 
vised  recordkeeping  and  reporting  require¬ 
ments.  It  is  anticipated  that  existing  forms  will 
be  revised  by  the  January  1,  1980  deadline. 

With  respect  to  meeting  the  provisions  of 
Public  Law  94-311,  the  Departments  of  Com¬ 
merce;  Labor;  and  Health,  Education,  and  Wel¬ 
fare  have  adopted  policies  and  implemented 
programs  that  will  improve  the  visibility  of  the 
Nation’s  Spanish  origin  population.  The  Bureau 
of  Labor  Statistics,  for  example,  has  already 
begun  to  include  data  on  Hispanics  in  its  publi¬ 
cations,  and  will  begin  to  publish  monthly  non- 
seasonally  adjusted  labor  force  statistics  on  the 
national  Spanish  origin  population  in  1979.  The 
Bureau  of  the  Census  is  acting  to  give  the 
Spanish  origin  population  coverage  in  all  statis¬ 
tical  programs  equal  to  that  of  blacks  and 
whites.  Department  of  Health,  Education,  and 
Welfare  agencies  have  moved  to  develop  statis¬ 
tics  reflecting  the  natality,  mortality,  and  social 
welfare  conditions  of  the  Spanish  origin  popu¬ 
lation.  While  much  work  remains  to  be  done, 
the  Department  has  applied  extensive  resources 
to  a  Department-wide  effort. 

NONSAMPLING  ERRORS 

In  most  statistical  surveys,  information  on 
nonsampling  errors  is  not  known  as  accurately 
as  information  on  sampling  errors.  However, 
under  certain  circumstances,  nonsampling  er¬ 
rors  can  have  a  significant  impact  on  the  quality 
of  an  estimate.  During  the  year,  the  Subcom¬ 
mittee  on  Nonsampling  Errors  of  the  Federal 
Committee  on  Statistical  Methodology  prepared 
two  reports  which  were  published  as  Statistical 
Policy  Working  Papers  3  and  4. 

Report  No.  3  is  entitled  An  Error  Profile: 
Employment  as  Measured  by  the  Current  Population 
Survey.  This  report  is  a  systematic  and  com¬ 
prehensive  account  of  all  aspects  of  survey  op¬ 
erations.  The  errors  attributable  to  each  survey 
operation  are  discussed  and  quantified  when¬ 
ever  possible.  This  profile  of  errors  is  intended 
to  be  useful  to  both  users  and  producers  of 
statistics.  The  users  should  acquire  a  more  com¬ 
prehensive  understanding  of  the  limitations  of 
the  statistics.  The  producers,  on  the  other  hand. 


may  be  able  to  identify  tbe  survey  op>erations 
which  need  to  be  modified  to  improve  the  qual¬ 
ity  of  survey  results.  The  Office  of  Federal 
Statistical  Policy  and  Standards  plans  to  discuss 
the  error  profile  with  Federal  agencies  that 
produce  or  use  statistics  to  determine  the  use¬ 
fulness  of  such  an  approach  for  other  series. 

Report  No.  4  is  a  Glossary  of  Nonsampling  Error 
Terms:  An  Illustration  of  a  Semantic  Problem  in 
Statistics.  As  noted  in  the  preface  to  the  report,  it 
was  prepared  “not  as  an  exhaustive  list  of  defi¬ 
nitions  of  terms  related  to  nonsampling  errors, 
but  rather  to  demonstrate  that  certain  terms 
may  be  used  with  different  meanings,  creat¬ 
ing  problems  of  communication  among 
statisticians.’’ 

STATISTICAL  USES  OF  ADMINISTRATIVE  RECORDS 

An  effective  way  to  reduce  the  reporting  bur¬ 
den  on  respondents  and  avoid  duplication  of  ef¬ 
forts  is  to  derive  statistics  from  administrative 
records  already  available  to  the  Federal  Gov¬ 
ernment.  The  Federal  Committee  on  Statistical 
Methodology  is  looking  into  this  issue  through  a 
Subcommittee  of  Statistical  Uses  of  Administra¬ 
tive  Records. 

The  topics  under  review  by  tbe  study  group 
include  a  survey  of  selected  administrative 
record  systems  to  determine  the  data  included, 
an  investigation  of  the  use  of  matching  of  rec¬ 
ords  to  obtain  statistical  measures,  an  analysis  of 
the  potentialities  and  limitations  of  the  use  of 
administrative  records  illustrated  by  the  Con¬ 
tinuous  Work  History  Sample,  a  description  of 
the  Standard  Statistical  Establishment  List  and 
its  uses,  and  consideration  of  the  problem  of  ac¬ 
cess  and  coordination  for  statistical  uses  of  ad¬ 
ministrative  records.  A  report  of  this  Subcom¬ 
mittee  is  expected  during  1979. 

Statistical  Standards 

STANDARD  METROPOLITAN  STATISTICAL  AREA 
CRITERIA  REVIEW 

In  1978  the  Federal  Committee  on  Standard 
Metropolitan  Statistical  Areas,  an  interagency 
committee  chaired  by  the  Office  of  Federal 
Statistical  Policy  and  Standards  (OFSPS),  issued 
for  public  comment  proposed  changes  in  the 
criteria  for  establishing  metropolitan  areas.  The 
first  proposal  was  published  in  the  May  1978 
Statistical  Reporter  and  in  the  Federal  Register  for 
June  22,  1978,  followed  by  a  public  bearing  on 
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July  20,  1978.  The  special  criteria  for  New 
England  first  appeared  in  the  August  1978 
Statistical  Reporter.  In  lesponse  to  the  comments 
on  the  first  proposal,  the  Committee  issued  a 
revised  proposal,  on  November  29,  1978.  This 
proposal  was  accompanied  by  a  statement  of  the 
rationale  for  the  proposed  changes  and  a  report 
on  the  uses  of  the  SMSA’s  in  Federal  funding 
programs.  Two  public  hearings  were  held  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  on  the  revised  proposal,  one 
on  December  15,  1978,  and  the  other  on 
January  26,  1979.  Following  the  60-day  public 
comment  period,  the  Committee  presented  its 
recommendations  to  the  Statistical  Policy  Coor¬ 
dination  Committee. 

In  the  first  proposal,  the  principal  effects  of 
the  revised  criteria  were  (1)  to  tighten  somewhat 
the  qualifications  for  a  city’s  achieving  SMSA 
status  and  (2)  to  eliminate  a  number  of  semi- 
rural  counties  which  had  been  included  in 
SMSA’s  following  the  1970  census  because  they 
had  commuting  links  to  metropolitan  centers. 
Three  options  were  offered  relating  to  the  de¬ 
gree  to  which  the  criteria  would  be  tightened. 
Relatively  little  comment  was  generated  con¬ 
cerning  these  options.  Opposition  to  this  first 
proposal,  however,  was  expressed  by  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  12  existing  SMSA’s  which,  under 
both  the  current  criteria  and  the  first  proposal, 
would  have  failed  to  qualify  as  separate  areas 
and,  therefore,  would  have  been  merged  with 
neighboring  areas  after  the  1980  census. 

The  second  proposal  for  revising  the  criteria 
established  a  systematic  procedure  for  the  rec¬ 
ognition  of  primary  (component)  metropolitan 
statistical  areas  within  the  largest  metropolitan 
complexes.  The  proposal  provides  for  recogni¬ 
tion  of  these  major  component  portions  of  the 
largest  metropolitan  complexes  as  distinct  en¬ 
tities  for  Federal  statistical  purposes. 

The  new  proposals  also  increase  the  consis¬ 
tency  with  which  various  areas  are  defined  by 
using  the  Bureau  of  Census  urbanized  area  as 
the  basis  for  determining  which  areas  are  large 
enough  to  qualify  for  recognition  as  metropoli¬ 
tan  statistical  areas.  The  new  proposals  provide 
for  a  consistent  determination  of  the  specific 
area  to  which  commuting  is  measured,  as  part  of 
the  process  of  designating  the  outer  boundaries 
of  each  metropolitan  area. 

In  addition,  the  new  proposals  redefine  the 
specific  thresholds  of  commuting,  population 


density,  percentage  urban,  and  similar  objective 
measures  that  determine  the  qualification  of 
outlying  counties  as  part  of  metropolitan  statis¬ 
tical  areas.  The  revisions  are  designed  to  ensure 
that  qualifying  counties  are  basically  met¬ 
ropolitan  in  character. 

Finally,  there  are  modifications  in  the  criteria 
for  the  identification  of  the  central  cities  within 
each  area,  the  rules  for  determining  a  title  for 
the  area,  and  simplification  of  terminology  by 
adopting  “metropolitan  statistical  area’’  as  the 
basic  term.  Final  publication  of  the  new  stand¬ 
ard  is  scheduled  for  spring  1979. 

OCCUPATIONAL  CLASSIFICATION 

There  has  been  a  significant  renewal  of  inter¬ 
est  in  the  collection,  publication  and  use  of  data 
describing  the  occupations  of  persons  in  the 
labor  force  in  the  past  few  years.  In  1977  the 
Congress  expressed  its  concern  about  the  data 
needs  for  employment  and  training  programs, 
including  vocational  education,  in  Public  Law 
94-482,  which  established  the  National  Occupa¬ 
tional  Information  Coordinating  Committee.  In 
addition,  occupational  statistics  are  used  to 
evaluate  progress  towards  equal  employment 
opportunity.  To  assist  in  addressing  these  na¬ 
tional  concerns,  the  Office  of  Federal  Statistical 
Policy  and  Standards  (OFSPS)  established  the 
Interagency  Task  Force  on  the  Implementation 
of  Occupational  Standards  to  review  existing  oc¬ 
cupational  statistics  systems. 

The  Task  Force’s  mandate  is  to  insure  the  or¬ 
derly  implementation  of  the  Standard  Occupa¬ 
tional  Classification  (SOC)  and  to  serve  as  the 
focal  point  for  the  collection  of  information  re¬ 
quired  to  update  the  SOC  based  on  experience 
with  its  use.  Significant  projects  now  underway 
include  the  development  of  cross-walks  between 
the  SOC  and  Federal  occupational  classifications 
including  these  of  the  U.S.  Postal  Service,  the 
Department  of  Defense,  and  the  Occupational 
Employment  Survey  at  the  Labor  Department, 
and  the  implementation  of  the  SOC  for  use  in 
the  1980  Census  of  Population  and  Housing. 
OFSPS  is  also  coordinating  a  joint  statistical 
study  by  the  Division  of  Occupational  Analysis, 
U.S.  Employment  Service,  and  the  Bureau  of 
the  Census  of  the  SOC  and  the  Dictionary  of  Oc¬ 
cupational  Titles  prior  to  the  use  of  the  SOC  in 
the  1980  Census. 
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COMMODITY  CLASSIFICATION 

U.S.  participation  on  the  Harmonized  Sys¬ 
tems  Committee  of  the  Customs  Cooperation 
Council  (CCC)  is  continuing.  The  harmonized 
system  is  a  program  to  update  the  CCC 
nomenclature,  increase  the  number  of  countries 
using  it  for  their  Customs  tariffs,  define  two 
more  detailed  levels,  and  make  the  system  more 
comparable  with  other  commodity  classifications 
for  production  and  transportation.  The  United 
States  is  negotiating  with  the  other  participating 
organizations  and  the  CCC  to  accelerate  the  de¬ 
velopment  process  in  order  to  meet  the  ex¬ 
tended  deadline  now  set  for  the  end  of  1981. 

STANDARD  INDUSTRIAL  CLASSIFICATION 

The  Office  of  Federal  Statistical  Policy  and 
Standards  initiated  plans  to  revise  the  Standard 
Industrial  Classification  for  1982.  The  proce¬ 
dures  and  principles  covering  the  next  revision 
were  developed  by  the  interagency  Technical 
Committee  on  Industrial  Classification  and 
published  for  comment  in  the  Federal  Register  as 
well  as  in  the  December  1978  issue  of  tbe  Statis¬ 
tical  Reporter. 

STANDARD  STATISTICAL  ESTABLISHMENT  LIST 

Efforts  to  implement  the  Standard  Statistical 
Establishment  List  (SSEL)  for  use  by  Federal 
Statistical  agencies  were  intensified  in  late  1978. 
The  Federal  Statistical  System  Project  strongly 
supports  the  use  of  the  SSEL  by  Federal  statisti¬ 
cal  agencies  and  a  General  Accounting  Office 
study  of  the  SSEL  is  expected  to  endorse  the 
early  implementation  of  legislative  changes  re¬ 
quired  for  such  use.  Earlier,  the  Commission  on 
Federal  Paperwork  endorsed  the  principle  of  a 
single  source  for  a  business  mailing  list.  The 
Commerce  Department’s  legislative  program  for 
1979  includes  draft  legislation  to  enable  this 
wider  use  of  the  SSEL. 

The  SSEL  was  used  for  the  1977  Economic 
Censuses  and  the  1978  Census  of  Agriculture  as 
well  as  most  of  the  current  programs  the  Census 
Bureau  conducts,  both  for  its  own  use  and  on 
contract  for  other  agencies. 

CONTRACTING  STATISTICAL  SURVEYS 

A  large  portion  of  Federal  statistical  surveys 
are  conducted  through  contracts  with  organiza¬ 
tions  outside  the  Government.  The  methods  for 
specifying  the  needed  data  through  contracting 


arrangements  are  being  studied  by  a  subcom¬ 
mittee  of  the  Federal  Committee  on  Statistical 
Methodology  chaired  by  OFSPS.  Tbe  Subcom¬ 
mittee  has  identified  areas  which  are  important 
to  the  production  of  timely,  reliable  statistical 
surveys.  It  is  seeking  to  develop  guidelines  for 
achieving  these  goals. 

The  specific  aspects  of  the  study  are:  the 
selection  and  training  of  technical  advisers,  the 
development  of  requests  for  proposal  (RFP’s), 
the  contractor  selection  process,  and  the  post¬ 
award  activities  of  management  and  evaluation. 
It  was  also  decided  to  consider  interagency 
reimbursable  work  between  Federal  agencies  as 
an  alternative  to  contracting  out  a  survey. 
Guidelines  for  contracting  will  be  developed 
from  case  studies  of  current  practice  including 
interviews  with  selected  sponsors  and  contrac¬ 
tors.  The  Subcommittee  report  is  expected  to  be 
available  in  about  a  year. 

Principal  Statistical  Programs 

OVERVIEW 

The  following  section  provides  a  review  of 
new  initiatives,  major  progress  in  addressing  is¬ 
sues,  and  major  program  redirections  occurring 
in  the  statistical  system.  Treatment  of  programs 
is  selective  because  there  are  no  clear  dividing 
lines  between  statistics  and  program  adminis¬ 
tration,  evaluation,  and  research  of  which  they 
are  often  an  integral  part.  In  addition,  agency 
practices  vary  considerably  in  the  degree  to 
which  an  attempt  is  made  to  identify  programs 
which  arc  perceived  to  be  related  to  the  plan¬ 
ning,  collection,  production,  and  analysis  of 
statistics.  Since  the  focus  of  this  section  of  the 
report  is  on  changes  during  the  year  there  is  no 
attempt  to  provide  a  complete  overview  of  con¬ 
tinuing  activities.  Readers  wishing  a  broad  de¬ 
scription  of  major  program  responsibilities  in 
each  subject  area  are  referred  to  A  Framework 
for  Planning  U.S.  Federal  Statistics  for  the  1980’s. 

This  annual  report  includes  the  entire  pro¬ 
grams  of  five  agencies:  the  Bureau  of  Economic 
Analysis;  the  Bureau  of  the  Census;  the  Bureau 
of  Labor  Statistics;  the  Economics,  Statistics, 
and  Cooperatives  Service;  and  the  Energy  In¬ 
formation  Administration.  The  complete  pro¬ 
grams  of  the  National  Center  for  Education 
Statistics  and  the  National  Center  for  Health 
Statistics  are  also  reviewed.  The  table  accom¬ 
panying  this  section  has  been  prepared  to  pro- 
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vide  a  general  indication  of  program  size  by 
giving  actual  FY  78  obligations  for  statistics  and 
estimates  for  FY  79.  The  table  also  includes  a 
breakout  of  current  and  periodic  programs  for 
the  larger  agencies. 

AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS 

The  Economics,  Statistics,  and  Cooperatives 
Service  (ESCS)  conducts  the  major  agricultural 
statistics  programs  of  the  Department  of  Ag¬ 
riculture  (USDA).  Program  changes  and  im¬ 
provements  made  by  ESCS  in  1978  included  a 
major  review  and  evaluation  of  the  farm  pro¬ 
ductivity  series.  This  review  was  conducted  by  a 
special  panel  of  professionals  in  cooperation 
with  the  American  Agricultural  Economics  As¬ 
sociation.  A  report  will  be  published  early  in 
1979. 

A  new  total-food-expenditures  series  was  de¬ 
veloped  in  1978  which  makes  possible  improved 
analysis  of  changes  in  the  total  consumption  of 
food  on  an  annual  basis.  The  new  series  pro¬ 
vides  more  complete  coverage  of  food  items 
purchased  by  consumers  than  earlier  series  by 
including  expenditures  on  imported  foods  and 
food  not  produced  on  U.S.  farms  such  as  fish 
and  seafood. 

A  major  new  survey  in  1978  collected  data 
from  51,000  landowners  as  part  of  a  national 
resource  economics  survey.  Additional 
follow-on  surveys  in  1979  will  add  to  the  data 
needed  for  analysis  of  land  ownership,  irriga¬ 
tion,  investments  and  disinvestments  in  land  re¬ 
source  use  for  conservation,  ownership  transfer, 
and  cropland  improvements. 

A  wide  range  of  data,  information,  and  analy¬ 
sis  was  developed  during  1978  in  support  of  the 
international  trade  negotiations  and  other  as¬ 
pects  of  foreign  agricultural  trade,  policies,  and 
programs.  Major  work  was  completed  on  long- 
range  projections  of  the  world  grains-oilseed- 
livestock  economy,  the  nature  and  implications 
of  global  climatic  changes,  prospective  foreign 
markets  for  U.S.  agricultural  commodities,  and 
the  impact  of  other  countries’  policies  on  U.S. 
agricultural  trade. 

Several  new  activities  provide  farmers  and 
other  ESCS  clientele  with  greater  access  to  ESCS 
statistical  and  economic  information.  Use  of  a 
computer  network  and  camera  copy  processing 
via  computer  have  enabled  dissemination  of 
crop  and  livestock  estimates  to  the  48  contigu¬ 


ous  states  within  minutes  after  the  Washington, 
D.C.  release  time.  User  demand  for  the  network 
system  resulted  in  a  significant  expansion  in  re¬ 
ports  placed  on  the  system  in  1978. 

Direct  access  to  ESCS  economic  and  statistical 
information  was  also  facilitated  through  release 
of  a  new  Farmers’  Newsletter.  A  direct  dial  tele¬ 
phone  information  system  was  also  introduced 
to  provide  farmers,  news  media  and  the  general 
public  with  daily  updated  crop  and  livestock 
statistical  information  and  digests  of  economic 
outlook  and  situation  reports. 

New  periodic  publications  serving  those  con¬ 
cerned  with  consumer  issues  and  State  and  re¬ 
gional  rural  development  planning  were  ini¬ 
tiated.  The  National  Food  Review  summarizes  the 
situation  and  outlook  for  food  supply,  price  and 
consumption  and  also  reports  on  developments 
in  marketing,  consumer  research,  consumer 
legislation,  and  related  USDA  actions  of  inter¬ 
est.  Rural  development  statistics  and  infor¬ 
mation  are  the  focus  of  Rural  Development 
Perspectives. 

One  of  the  plans  for  1979  is  to  make  weather 
data  more  rapidly  available  to  users  through  the 
weekly  Weather-Crop  Bulletin.  The  content  of 
the  current  bulletin  will  be  expanded  to  include 
data  on  solar  energy,  precipitation  on  a  6- 
hour-period  basis,  and  intensity  of  precipita¬ 
tion.  An  associated  project  to  improve  early  sea¬ 
son  crop  yield  estimates  is  also  underway. 
Mathematical  modeling  approaches  will  identify 
and  evaluate  relationships  between  environ¬ 
mental  factors,  cultural  practices  and  plant 
growth  processes  for  the  purpose  of  develop¬ 
ing  improved  short-run  crop  forecasting 
procedures. 

Also  during  1979  new  base  data  will  be  col¬ 
lected  from  farmers  to  update  the  annual  esti¬ 
mates  made  by  ESCS  of  the  farmer’s  cost  of 
producing  major  crops.  These  estimates  are  im¬ 
portant  factors  in  the  setting  of  target  prices  in 
commodity  programs  and  determination  of 
payments  made  to  farmers.  Other  new  data  to 
be  collected  will  assess  farmer’s  costs  and  re¬ 
turns  from  marketing  their  products  directly  to 
consumers.  This  work  is  required  by  the  Earmer 
to  Consumer  Direct  Marketing  Act  of  1976. 

Two  other  statistical  programs  in  USDA  are 
conducted  by  the  Office  of  General  Sales  Man¬ 
ager  and  the  Consumer  Food  Economics  Insti¬ 
tute  of  the  Science  and  Education  Administra- 
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tion.  Information  on  agricultural  commodity 
sales  and  related  contract  activity  is  reported  by 
U.S.  exporters  and  compiled  and  released  by 
the  Office  of  the  General  Sales  Manager. 

In  1978,  an  Advisory  Committee  on  Export 
Sales  Reporting  and  an  interagency  task  force 
were  established  to  review  mandatory  reporting 
requirements.  The  review  committees  held  a 
number  of  public  hearings  around  the  United 
States  and  are  developing  recommendations  to 
improve  the  reporting  and  processing  of  this  in¬ 
formation.  The  Consumer  and  Food  Economics 
Institute  is  processing  the  Nationwide  Food 
Consumption  Survey  which  is  conducted  every 
ten  years.  Initial  reports  from  the  household 
portion  of  the  survey  will  be  issued  in  1979. 

For  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  the  major  pro¬ 
gram  in  agricultural  statistics  is  the  Census  of 
Agriculture.  The  content  of  the  1978  Census  of 
Agriculture  report  form  was  determined  during 

1978.  A  substantial  reduction  in  respondent 
burden  was  achieved  through  numerous  meet¬ 
ings  with  farmers,  ranchers,  and  data  users  and 
through  testing.  Special  emphasis  was  placed  on 
more  complete  coverage  through  developing  a 
more  complete  mailing  list  of  potential  re¬ 
spondents  and  by  collecting  the  census  data 
from  farms  in  selected  area  segments  across  the 
United  States.  Data  collection  started  in  January 

1979,  and  preliminary  results  are  scheduled  to 
be  available  on  a  flow  basis  beginning  in  Oc¬ 
tober  1979.  Selected  follow-on  surveys  are 
planned  to  provide  more  detailed  State  and  na¬ 
tional  data  on  farm  finance  and  other  topics. 

CRIMINAL  JUSTICE  STATISTICS 

Many  of  the  important  criminal  justice  statis¬ 
tics  during  the  year  involved  legislation.  For 
example.  Congress  mandated  that  the  Uniform 
Crime  Reporting  Program  redesignate  arson  as 
a  Crime  Index  offense.  This  was  accomplished 
through  an  amendment  offered  by  Representa¬ 
tive  John  F.  Seiberling  (Ohio)  to  the  U.S.  De¬ 
partment  of  Justice  Authorization  Bill.  In 
response,  steps  are  being  taken  to  establish  a 
collection  program  whereby  arson  offenses 
which  are  reported  or  become  known  to  law  en¬ 
forcement  agencies  will  be  included  in  the  FBI’s 
Crime  Index. 

A  potentially  more  important  development 
involved  the  Justice  System  Improvement  Act  of 
1978,  a  bill  to  reorganize  LEAA  which  was  in¬ 


troduced  in  1978  and  included  the  creation  of 
an  overall  Bureau  of  Justice  Statistics.  The  pro¬ 
posed  statute  was  not  acted  on  in  1978  and  will 
be  reintroduced  in  1979  as  the  Justice  System 
Improvement  Act  of  1979.  The  proposed 
Bureau  would  assume  responsibility  for  the 
major  national  criminal  justice  statistical  series 
now  administered  by  LEAA  and  for  the  Uni¬ 
form  Crime  Reports  now  conducted  by  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Bureau  of  Investigation.  The  Attorney 
General  has  also  indicated  that  the  Bureau  would 
undertake  establishment  of  a  civil  jusdce  statistics 
program.  An  internal  Department  of  Justice  Task 
Force  has  been  dealing  during  this  year  with  im¬ 
plementation  issues. 

Programmatically,  LEAA  has  continued  the 
National  Crime  Survey  (NCS)  collecting  data 
from  a  sample  of  60,000  households.  A  five- 
year  report  of  trend  data  for  number  and  rates 
of  victimization  for  robbery,  rape,  assaults,  per¬ 
sonal  and  household  larceny,  household 
burglary,  and  motor  theft  will  be  available  in  the 
spring  of  1979. 

Also,  LEAA  announced  its  intention  to  con¬ 
duct  a  five-year  program  to  redesign  the  NCS, 
as  recommended  by  the  National  Academy  of 
Sciences,  and  to  consider  alternative  means  of 
obtaining  data  on  victimizations.  Myths  and 
Realities  about  Crime,  a  major  one-time  report, 
was  released  in  order  to  provide  a  non-technical 
presentation  of  victimization  and  prisoner 
statistics  for  the  general  public  and  the  press. 

Under  LEAA’s  current  program.  National 
Criminal  Justice  Information  and  Statistics 
Service  (NCJISS)  will  release  in  1979  State-by- 
State  court  caseload  and  backlog  statistics  for 
the  first  time  since  such  a  series  was  discon¬ 
tinued  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  in  1946. 
Also,  a  feasibility  study  will  be  conducted  re¬ 
garding  the  production  of  probation  statistics, 
the  last  major  gap  in  statistical  coverage  of  adult 
criminal  justice  systems. 

EDUCATION  STATISTICS 

For  FY  1979,  a  modest  increase  in  funds  was 
appropriated  for  the  National  Center  for  Edu¬ 
cation  Statistics  (NCES),  the  primary  Federal 
agency  responsible  for  the  collection,  analysis, 
and  dissemination  of  statistics  to  address  policy 
issues  and  report  on  the  condition  of  American 
education. 

During  1978,  NCES  completed  the  design  of 
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survey  instruments  for  the  longitudinal  study  of 
two  additional  high  school  classes,  1980  sopho¬ 
mores  and  seniors.  The  field  test  will  be  con¬ 
ducted  during  the  first  quarter  of  1979  and  the 
full-scale  survey  in  1980.  NCES  also  initiated  a 
modest  grant  program  to  assist  States  in  au¬ 
tomating  and  improving  their  statistical  and 
data  collection  systems. 

Analytical  reports  in  elementary-secondary 
education  focused  on  education  of  limited 
English-speaking  children  and  adults;  changes 
in  student  performance;  supply  and  demand  for 
teachers  and  administrators;  and  indicators  of 
youth  unemployment  in  industrialized  nations. 
Major  analytical  efforts  in  post-secondary  edu¬ 
cation  addressed  access  to  postsecondary 
education  for  women;  student  financial  aid;  the 
relationship  between  education  and  work;  the 
impact  of  nontraditional  students  on  postsecon¬ 
dary  education;  personnel  issues  in  postsecon¬ 
dary  education;  and  the  financial  viability  of 
postsecondary  institutions.  In  addition,  NCES 
continued  publication  of  its  three  annual  re¬ 
ports  covering  elementary,  .secondary,  and  post¬ 
secondary  education:  The  Condition  of  Education, 
Digest  of  Education  Statistics,  and  Projections  of 
Education  Statistics  (10  years). 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Education 
Amendments  of  1978,  NCES  is  required  to 
publish  every  two  years  “a  composite  profile  of 
each  State  showing  the  degree  to  which  each  has 
achieved  equalization  of  resources  for  elemen¬ 
tary  and  secondary  education  among  the  school 
districts  within  the  State.  A  summary  of  these 
profiles  shall  show  this  equalization  among  the 
States”  (Public  Law  95-561,  Section  1201).  The 
draft  of  the  first  report  will  be  developed  in 
1979  based  on  an  update  of  School  Finance  Re¬ 
form  in  the  Seventies,  Achievements  and  Failures, 
using  NCES  finance  data  already  in  the  collec¬ 
tion  pipeline. 

During  1979,  the  vocational  education  data 
system,  mandated  to  NCES  under  the  Education 
Amendments  of  1976,  will  be  installed  and  the 
first  data  collected  on  participants  and  pro¬ 
grams.  NCES  will  also  conduct  for  the  first  time 
a  survey  of  private  school  library-media  centers 
and  a  survey  of  education  activities  and  services 
offered  by  museums. 

Major  topics  to  be  addressed  in  analyses  of 
elementary,  secondary,  and  postsecondary  edu¬ 
cation  data  during  1979  will  include  measure¬ 


ment  of  the  financial  condition  of  education;  an 
assessment  of  the  supply  and  demand  for 
elementary-secondary  teachers;  the  employment 
status  and  earnings  of  college  graduates;  the 
need  for  bilingual  education  in  the  United 
States;  accessibility  of  physical  facilities  for  the 
handicapped  in  colleges  and  universities;  par¬ 
ticipation  of  women  and  minorities  in  post- 
•secondary  education;  multiple  participation  by 
students  in  three  federally-funded  education 
programs;  and  labor  market  benefits  of  post¬ 
secondary  education  for  minorities. 

ENERGY  STATISTICS 

During  its  first  full  year  of  existence,  the 
Energy  Information  Administration  (EIA)  made 
significant  progress  in  rationalizing  and  con¬ 
solidating  data  collection  programs  inherited 
from  the  Federal  Energy  Administration,  the 
Federal  Power  Commission,  the  Bureau  of 
Mines  and  some  elements  of  the  Energy  Re¬ 
search  and  Development  Administration.  The 
reporting  burden  imposed  by  existing  regula¬ 
tory  data  collection  was  reduced  by  approxi¬ 
mately  25%  in  1978  by  eliminating,  consolidat¬ 
ing,  or  modifying  42  separate  data  collections. 
EIA  has  made  effective  use  of  its  forms  clear¬ 
ance  authority  to  improve  coordination  and 
consolidation  of  diverse  data  collection  ac¬ 
tivities.  In  addition  to  EIA  activities,  there  are 
other  significant  data  collection  efforts  which 
are  closely  linked  to  particular  programs  of  the 
Department  of  Energy.  The  largest  of  these  is 
the  high  priority  Uranium  Resource  Assessment 
scheduled  for  completion  in  1985. 

In  1978,  important  steps  were  taken  toward 
improving  the  quality  and  credibility  of  energy 
information.  Planning  and  implementation  of 
major  statistical  programs,  particularly  the  Oil 
and  Gas  Information  System  which  will  assess 
domestic  oil  and  gas  resources,  were  improved 
under  the  leadership  of  the  Office  of  Energy 
Information  Validation.  In  addition,  several 
new  EIA  standards,  including  guidelines  for 
critical  review  of  DOE  statistical  publications 
were  initiated  by  the  Office  of  Energy  Data 
Standards  and  Statistical  Design  Services  to  all 
elements  of  DOE.  Procedures  are  also  being  de¬ 
veloped  to  provide  professional  statistical  input 
to  the  process  of  evaluating  proposals  and 
selecting  contractors  for  DOE  programs. 

Important  1978  milestones  for  new  EIA  pro¬ 
grams  included  initiation  of  Phase  I  of  the  Fi- 
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nancial  Reporting  System  for  major  energy 
companies,  completion  of  plans  for  the  Oil  and 
(ias  Information  System,  beginning  data  collec¬ 
tion  for  an  interim  residential  energy  consump¬ 
tion  survey  and  a  feasibility  study  for  measure¬ 
ment  of  energy  consumption  in  the  commercial 
sector.  EIA  will  undertake  significant  planning 
activities  in  1979  to  prepare  for  data  collection 
required  by  the  National  Energy  Act  of  1978  in 
support  of  the  five  programs  specified  in  the 
Act  (conservation,  coal  conversion,  utility  rate 
reform,  natural  gas  pricing  regulation,  and  tax 
credits). 

Energy  related  data  programs  of  the  Geologi¬ 
cal  Survey  in  the  Department  of  the  Interior 
and  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  con¬ 
tinue  essentially  unchanged  except  for  in¬ 
creased  emphasis  on  coal  reserves  and  coal 
burning  technologies.  The  Census  Bureau  con¬ 
tinues  to  produce  a  substantial  amount  of 
energy-related  data  from  both  its  regular  pro¬ 
grams  and  special  studies  performed  for  EIA. 
During  1978,  the  Census  Bureau  published  a 
catalog  entitled  Energy  Statistics  Data  Finder  and 
a  special  report  entitled  Manufacturers'  Alternate 
Energy  Capabilities,  1977-78. 

PINVIRONMENTAL  ST.ATISTICS 

Environmental  data  and  monitoring  activities 
continue  to  be  an  important  function  of  the  En¬ 
vironmental  Protection  Agency  (EPA).  Recent 
legislation  has  required  new  work  on  toxic 
chemicals  and  additional  work  on  hazardous 
waste  disposal  and  air  and  water  pollutants. 

The  Council  on  Environmental  Quality  led  a 
major  interagency  study  of  environmental  data 
and  monitoring  work  during  1978.  This  study 
produced  an  inventory  of  Federal  monitoring 
programs,  an  analysis  of  the  problems  with 
monitoring,  an  evaluation  of  reorganization 
considerations,  and  recommendations  which  will 
be  put  into  final  form  by  mid-year  of  1979. 

In  order  to  more  consistently  address  the 
statistical  methodology  and  policy  issues  within 
the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  (EPA),  a 
small  centralized  statistical  group  was  formed  in 
the  spring  of  1978.  This  group  is  reviewing  the 
statistical  adequacy  of  surveys  and  regulations, 
providing  support  to  program  offices  in  the  de¬ 
sign  of  experimental  and  monitoring  programs, 
and  developing  improved  statistical  control  pro¬ 
cedures. 


During  1978,  significant  headway  was  made 
in  the  development  of  Environmental  Profiles. 
This  is  an  EPA  wide  project  which  will  produce 
regional  and  national  charts  on  the  status  of  the 
environment  and  the  trends  in  environmental 
quality.  A  pilot  report  is  targeted  for  late  spring 
1979  which  will  stress  air  and  stream  quality  but 
will  also  include  data  on  noise,  radiation,  solid 
waste,  pesticides,  and  drinking  water.  Histori¬ 
cally,  EPA’s  monitoring  data  collection  effort 
has  focused  on  the  traditional  pollutants  in  air 
and  water  rather  than  highly  toxic  substances. 
During  1978,  two  task  forces  recommended 
changes  to  the  current  data  collection  efforts. 
Many  of  the  recommendations  of  the  air  task 
force  were  incorporated  into  the  Air  Monitoring 
Regulations  which  were  proposed  in  1978  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  1977  Clean  Air  Act  Amendments. 
These  regulations  will  result  in  data  of  im¬ 
proved  quality.  In  addition,  the  Agency  is 
working  on  implementing  major  actions  in  four 
areas  of  air  and  water  monitoring,  increasing 
emphasis  on  toxic  pollutants,  assuring  and  im¬ 
proving  the  quality  of  data,  improving  the  use 
of  data  analysis  and  statistical  methods,  and 
identifying  effective  mechanisms  to  ensure  con¬ 
tinued  improvements  and  coordination. 

Specific  details  of  these  actions  will  be  avail¬ 
able  by  the  spring  of  1979.  In  addition,  the 
Agency  is  conducting  four  special  studies  on 
data  for  monitoring  the  environment:  the  role 
of  biological  monitoring  and  health  data  in  the 
EPA  toxics  program,  internal  coordination  of 
EPA  monitoring  programs,  the  improvement  of 
data  availability,  and  Agency  management  of 
monitoring  programs. 

EPA  has  made  major  strides  in  expanding  its 
data  base  on  toxic  chemical  production  and  in 
refining  data  bases  on  air  and  water  quality  and 
air  and  water  source  emissions.  During  1978, 
regulations  were  proposed  to  establish  an  in¬ 
ventory  of  production  data  for  all  chemicals 
manufactured  during  the  last  three  years.  The 
inventory  will  include  between  50,000  and 
100,000  chemicals  when  it  is  published  in  1979. 
In  addition  to  the  inventory,  EPA  has  proposed 
regulations  to  collect  data  to  support  the  deter¬ 
mination  of  “substantial  risk  chemicals.” 

There  are  several  other  major  initiatives  in 
the  hazardous  chemical  area.  Under  the  Re¬ 
source  Conservation  and  Recovery  .Act,  two 
major  data  collection  efforts  have  been  pro- 
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posed.  The  Hazardous  Waste  Regulations  will 
result  in  an  inventory  of  “what”  and  “how 
much”  hazardous  waste  is  being  produced.  The 
data  base  will  include  information  on  the  gener¬ 
ation,  transportation,  treatment,  storage,  and 
disposal  of  hazardous  wastes.  EPA  will  have  sig¬ 
nificant  help  from  the  States  in  collecting  these 
data  and  actual  data  collection  is  not  expected  to 
start  until  1980. 

The  Open  Dump  Inventory  Regulations  are 
expected  to  take  effect  in  1979.  Under  these 
regulations.  States  will  submit  data  to  EPA  on 
the  location,  hazard,  content,  size  and  potential 
of  all  open  dumps.  The  Surface  Impoundment 
Assessment  program  is  a  Federal-State  Co¬ 
operative  Program  in  which  EPA  and  the  States 
are  collecting  data  on  the  location,  content,  size, 
and  potential  hazards  of  all  liquid  ponds.  This 
program  is  being  handled  by  EPA’s  Office  of 
Drinking  Water. 

Under  the  1977  Clean  Water  Act  Amend¬ 
ments,  EPA  was  required  to  develop  criteria  for 
65  toxic  pollutants.  During  1978  EPA  com¬ 
pleted  analysis  of  health  and  aquatic  data  in 
support  of  proposed  criteria  levels.  In  addition, 
EPA  is  implementing  a  large  monitoring  pro¬ 
gram  for  the  65  pollutants  to  determine  who  is 
discharging  what  pollutants  and  where  the  pol¬ 
lutants  are  being  discharged.  EPA  is  also  con¬ 
tinuing  to  collect  economic  and  technology  data 
from  different  industries  as  input  into  the  1984 
water  standards  which  are  to  be  based  upon 
“best  available  technology.” 

During  1978,  EPA’s  Pesticide  Program  con¬ 
tinued  to  collect  data  on  the  production  volume 
of  all  pesticides  under  the  Pesticide  Registration 
program.  Under  the  Rebuttable  Presumption 
Against  Regulation  program,  EPA  continues  to 
collect  data  on  the  health  effects  and  usage 
levels  of  different  pesticides.  These  data  are 
analyzed  statistically  to  determine  the  risks  to 
various  population  subgroups  of  continued  pes¬ 
ticide  use. 

GENERAL  ECONOMIC  AND  FINANCIAL 
STATISTICS 

Statistics  used  in  macroeconomic  fiscal  and 
monetary  policymaking,  developing  tax  laws, 
administering  the  antitrust  program,  and 
monitoring  stock  market  activity  span  several 
agencies.  In  its  work  on  the  economic  accounts, 
statistical  indicators  and  related  series,  the 
Bureau  of  Economic  Analysis  (BEA)  in  1978 


completed  its  major  project  to  develop  measures 
of  defense  purchases  in  constant  dollars.  A  full 
report  of  this  project  will  be  published  in  1979. 
It  is  planned  to  incorporate  the  new  estimates  in 
the  gross  national  product  (GNP)  following  the 
next  GNP  benchmark  revision.  Estimates  of 
personal  income  for  States  and  counties  were 
revised  by  BEA  to  be  conceptually  and  statisti¬ 
cally  consistent  with  the  national  economic  ac¬ 
counts.  The  first  issue  of  State  Quarterly  Economic 
Developments  consisting  of  recent  data  and  dis¬ 
cussions  of  key  economic  indicators  for  the  50 
States  and  the  District  of  Columbia  was  pub¬ 
lished,  and  a  computerized  system  for  analyzing 
the  impacts  on  State  economies  of  Federal 
policies  and  programs  was  completed.  De¬ 
velopmental  work  on  preparing  economy-wide 
measures  of  pollution  abatement  and  control 
expenditures  in  constant  dollars  was  completed 
and  these  figures  are  planned  for  publication  in 
1979. 

As  part  of  its  Statistics  of  Income  (SOI)  pro¬ 
gram  of  publishing  annual  income  and  related 
data  from  tax  returns  of  individuals,  corpora¬ 
tions,  and  unincorporated  businesses,  the 
Internal  Revenue  Service  conducted  special 
studies  in  1978  on  provisions  of  the  tax  laws  re¬ 
lated  to  the  new  jobs  tax  credit,  domestic  inter¬ 
national  sales  corporations,  U.S.  possessions 
corporation  tax  credit,  and  high  income  indi¬ 
vidual  income  tax  returns.  Also  underway  in 
1978  were  tabulations  of  the  first  data  (for 
1977)  on  pension  plans  filed  under  the  Em¬ 
ployee  Retirement  Income  Security  Act  of  1974. 
In  1979,  special  reports  to  be  published  include 
estimates  for  individuals  of  the  balance  sheets  of 
top  U.S.  wealthholders  and  on  the  sales  of  cap¬ 
ital  assets,  private  foundations  and  other  tax- 
exempt  organizations,  and  various  aspects  of 
international  income  and  taxation.  Tentative 
plans  include  an  expansion  of  the  SOI  sample  of 
individual  income  tax  returns  which  will  be 
funded  by  the  Social  Security  Administration 
and  include  a  tie-in  with  the  SSA  Continuous 
Work  History  Sample  and,  related  to  this,  an 
initial  study  of  income  by  occupation.  The  1979 
individual  income  tax  return  program  will  also 
include  information  from  earnings  statements 
(Form  W-2),  for  example,  wages  separately  for 
each  spouse  on  joint  returns  and  total  number 
of  jobs. 

In  its  program  on  quarterly  financial  statistics, 
the  Federal  Trade  Commission  (FTC)  added  a 
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new  series  in  1978  on  the  working  capital  of 
nonfinancial  corporations.  This  quarterly  series, 
which  was  transferred  from  the  Securities  and 
Exchange  Commission  to  the  FTC,  is  now  pub¬ 
lished  as  “Nonfinancial  Corporations:  Current 
Assets  and  Liabilities”  in  the  Federal  Reserve 
Bulletin.  As  part  of  the  agency  transfer  of  the 
working  capital  series,  the  FTC  and  the  Federal 
Reserve  Board  jointly  modified  the  survey 
methodology  by  making  more  direct  use  of  data 
in  the  Quarterly  Financial  Report.  The  changes 
make  the  working  capital  series  consistent  with 
national  totals  of  the  domestic  business  opera¬ 
tions  and  industry  classifications  of  that  survey. 
Other  methodological  changes  included  updat¬ 
ing  the  benchmarking  of  the  series  to  the  1974 
Statistics  of  Income,  and  replacing  the  sample 
survey  of  service  and  construction  industry 
firms  with  current  estimates  ba-sed  on  ex¬ 
trapolating  benchmark  figures. 

In  1978,  the  Supreme  Court  let  stand  an  ap¬ 
peals  court  decision  upholding  the  FTC’s  right 
to  collect  company  financial  data  for  its  Line  of 
Business  and  Corporate  Patterns  Report  pro¬ 
grams.  Now  that  the  delays  caused  by  this  litiga¬ 
tion  are  past,  the  Line  of  Business  report  for 
1973  will  be  published  in  1979.  Reports  for  the 
years  1974,  1975  and  1976  may  also  be  pub¬ 
lished  in  1979.  No  disclosure  of  individual  com¬ 
pany  data  will  be  published  in  these  reports.  In 
the  case  of  Corporate  Patterns,  publication  of 
the  1972  data  is  awaiting  FTC  action  on  com¬ 
pany  requests  for  confidential  treatment  of  the 
data.  The  original  plan  for  the  Corporate  Pat¬ 
terns  Report  promised  that  individual  company 
data  would  not  be  disclosed  for  at  least  five 
years  following  the  data  year.  In  1979,  the  FTC 
staff  will  evaluate  the  1972  data  and  the  desira¬ 
bility  of  recommending  to  the  Commissioners 
that  a  1977  Corporate  Patterns  survey  be  con¬ 
ducted. 

In  1978,  the  Census  Bureau  began  an  evalua¬ 
tion  of  the  1977  Economic  Censuses  which  is  de¬ 
signed  to  measure  the  amount  of  undercover¬ 
age,  accuracy  of  reporting,  the  impact  of  using 
administrative  record  data  for  smaller  estab¬ 
lishments  and  nonrespondents,  and  the  impact 
of  data  processing  on  the  reliability  of  the  cen¬ 
sus  statistics.  Results  of  these  studies  will  be 
available  in  1979. 

The  Federal  Reserve  Board  in  1978  formed  a 
committee  of  outside  experts  to  review  the  sea¬ 
sonal  adjustment  techniques  used  by  the  Board 
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in  adjusting  the  money  supply  aggregates  and 
related  bank  reserve  and  credit  data.  The  com¬ 
mittee,  which  is  chaired  by  Geoffrey  H.  Moore 
of  the  National  Bureau  of  Economic  Research, 
examined  alternative  adjustment  approaches  in¬ 
cluding  regression,  econometric  modeling, 
Box-Jenkins,  and  Census  X-11  methods.  In 
1979,  the  relative  advantages  of  these  methods 
will  be  assessed  and  a  draft  report  of  recom¬ 
mendations  will  be  prepared. 

The  Federal  Deposit  Insurance  Corporation 
(FDIC)  continued  its  experimental  survey  to 
collect  weekly  data  on  deposits  of  nonmember 
banks  of  the  Federal  Reserve  System  to  supple¬ 
ment  the  existing  quarterly  call  report  data  for 
improving  the  reliability  of  the  Federal  Reserve 
money  supply  figures.  These  data  will  be 
evaluated  in  1979  to  decide  whether  the  pro¬ 
gram  should  be  made  permanent. 

The  Federal  Home  Loan  Bank  Board  ini¬ 
tiated  a  major  evaluation  of  its  entire  statistical 
program  on  the  activity  of  savings  and  loan  as¬ 
sociations  and  of  interest  rates  and  other 
characteristics  of  nonfarm  one-family  mortgage 
loans.  On  the  basis  of  preliminary  recommen¬ 
dations,  a  significant  reduction  in  reporting 
burden  on  survey  respondents  and  corre¬ 
sponding  adjustments  in  estimating  methodol¬ 
ogy  are  anticipated. 

In  1979,  the  Securities  and  Exchange  Com¬ 
mission  (SEC)  plans  several  methodological  im¬ 
provements  for  the  quarterly  survey  of  assets 
and  stock  transactions  of  private  noninsured 
pension  funds  and  for  the  monthly  data  on  of¬ 
ferings  of  primary  corporate  securities  for  cash 
sale.  For  the  survey  of  noninsured  pension 
funds,  efforts  will  be  made  to  increase  the 
coverage  of  the  plans  managed  by  bank  trustees 
and  those  for  which  corporations  manage  their 
own  funds,  revise  the  survey  form  to  allow  for  a 
reconciliation  between  assets  and  income  and 
disbursements  of  the  funds,  and  evaluate  a  re¬ 
cently  instituted  SEC  reporting  requirement  for 
institutional  investors  to  determine  if  the  resul¬ 
tant  data  are  adequate  to  replace  the  stock 
transaction  component  of  the  quarterly  survey 
and  thereby  reduce  reporting  burden.  For  data 
on  offerings  of  corporate  securities,  a  more 
comprehensive  series  will  be  provided  that  will 
include  railroad  and  merchant  marine  issues  for 
the  first  time.  Also  in  1979,  expanded  informa¬ 
tion  on  registered  issues  will  be  added  to  the 


publicly  available  Registered  Offering  Securities  hospital  care  data  sources  are  also  continuing. 
Tape.  The  Departmental  agreement  on  the  collection 

of  the  Uniform  Hospital  Discharge  Data  Set 
HEALTH  STATISTICS  should  facilitate  this  coordination. 


As  in  previous  years,  the  largest  part  of  the 
funds  for  health  statistics  was  appropriated  for 
the  National  Center  for  Health  Statistics 
(NCHS)  and  the  National  Institutes  of  Health 
(NIH),  each  of  which  received  slightly  less  than 
a  third  of  the  health  statistics  budget.  The 
Health  Care  Financing  Administration  (HCFA) 
comprised  about  one-eighth  of  the  Depart¬ 
mental  budget  for  health  statistics. 

Funding  for  the  NCHS,  the  primary  Federal 
agency  responsible  for  the  collection  and  dis¬ 
semination  of  health  and  health  care  statistics 
increased  slightly  in  FY  1979.  About  two  thirds 
of  the  budget  was  for  operation  and  analysis  of 
the  health  surveys  program,  including  the  Na¬ 
tional  Health  Interview  Survey  on  health  status 
and  utilization  of  health  services.  National 
Health  Examination  and  Nutrition  Survey, 
Nursing  Home  Survey,  and  the  National  Survey 
of  Family  Growth.  In  cooperation  with  the  Na¬ 
tional  Center  for  Health  Services  Research 
(NCHSR),  the  Center  has  also  conducted  a 
major  national  survey  of  medical  care  expendi¬ 
tures.  Field  work  on  the  household  panel  survey 
was  completed  in  1978  and  interviewing  of 
health  care  providers  and  insurers  will  be  com¬ 
pleted  during  early  1979.  Data  from  this  study, 
which  should  become  available  during  1979,  will 
provide  invaluable  information  for  planning  of 
health  care  financing  and  services.  The  experi¬ 
ence  and  preliminary  data  from  this  survey  have 
also  been  useful  in  planning  and  design  for  the 
National  Medical  Care  Utilization  and  Expend¬ 
itures  Survey  (NMCUES),  projected  to  start  in 
1980.  This  survey,  which  will  be  jointly  sup¬ 
ported  by  HCFA  and  NCHS,  will  provide  a 
continuing  body  of  data  on  health  care  utiliza¬ 
tion  and  costs  for  the  institutionalized  as  well  as 
the  non-institutionalized  population. 

Obligations  for  tbe  NCHS  Cooperative  Health 
Statistics  System  continued  at  approximately  the 
same  level  as  in  FY  1978,  although  fiscal  outlays 
for  the  system  have  increased.  Implementation 
of  the  vital  statistics  and  health  manpower  com¬ 
ponents  is  continuing,  with  contracts  in  42  and 
36  States,  respectively.  Coordination  efforts 
between  HCFA  and  NCHS  on  the  collection  of 
hospital  facilities  data  and  the  development  of 
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The  Reimbursable  Work  Program  of  NCHS 
has  also  provided  an  important  mechanism  for 
improving  the  efficiency  and  coordination  of 
health  statistics.  Under  this  program,  NCHS 
provides  statistical  staff  resources  to  other  Fed¬ 
eral  agencies  for  study  design,  data  collection, 
analysis  or  technical  assistance.  The  program 
includes  agreements  with  the  Bureau  of  Health 
Manpower  for  general-purpose  health  person¬ 
nel  surveys,  with  the  Bureau  of  Health  Planning 
for  the  design  and  operation  of  data  collection 
systems  for  local  health  planning,  with  the  vari¬ 
ous  National  Institutes  of  Health  and  other 
agencies  within  and  outside  of  HEW.  In  1979,  a 
total  of  25  projects  will  be  undertaken  with  18 
Federal  agencies,  involving  about  $3  million  in 
reimbursable  funds.  Sixteen  new  interagency 
agreements  for  statistical  assistance  were  signed, 
including  agreements  with  HCFA,  EPA,  and  the 
Veterans  Administration. 

The  recent  amendments  to  the  Public  Health 
Service  Act,  the  “Health  Services  Research, 
Health  Statistics  and  Health  Care  Technology 
Act  of  1978,”  in  addition  to  establishing  a  new 
National  Center  for  Health  Care  Technology  in 
HEW,  also  give  NCHS  additional  respon¬ 
sibilities  for  coordination  and  collection  of 
statistics  on  environmental  effects  on  health. 
The  legislation  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  HEW 
to  conduct  a  study,  through  the  National 
Academy  of  Sciences,  Institute  of  Medicine,  on 
the  contribution  of  environmental  hazards  to 
disease  and  the  costs  of  such  diseases. 

A  number  of  activities  to  improve  the  coordi¬ 
nation  of  health  statistics  were  undertaken  in 
HEW.  The  Health  Statistics  Coordinating 
Committee  was  established  to  coordinate  techni¬ 
cal  and  operational  activities  of  the  Public 
Health  Service.  The  HEW  Health  Data  Advisory 
Committee,  proposed  to  provide  a  Depart¬ 
mental  forum  for  examination  of  health  policy 
issues,  is  still  under  consideration  in  the  Office 
of  the  Secretary.  Work  groups  and  committees 
have  also  been  organized  to  review  or  coordi¬ 
nate  statistical  and  research  activities  in  the  Al¬ 
cohol,  Drug  Abuse  and  Mental  Health  Admin¬ 
istration,  for  the  development  of  guidelines  and 
standards  for  studies  of  the  cost  of  illness,  and 
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Obligations  for  statistical  programs  supported 
by  ASPE  will  show  some  increase  in  FY  79  in 
support  of  expanded  activities  in  the  develop¬ 
mental  phase  of  the  Survey  of  Income  and  Pro¬ 
gram  Participation.  This  program  is  designed  to 
provide  improved  estimates  of  the  population  at 
risk  for  income  maintenance  programs,  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  income  and  wealth,  and  participa¬ 
tion  in  more  than  one  income  maintenance  or 
other  government  service  program.  The  princi¬ 
pal  activity  in  1978  was  the  initiation  of  a  five 
quarter  longitudinal  survey  consisting  of  a  na¬ 
tionally  representative  panel  to  test  alternative 
techniques  for  collecting  and  estimating  data  on 
the  various  types  of  income  and  wealth.  In  1979 
analysis  of  earlier  tests  will  continue  and  a 
larger  five  quarter  survey  will  examine  some  of 
the  problems  relating  to  the  initiation  of  a  con¬ 
tinuing  survey  program  in  1981.  Other  major 
ASPE  statistical  activities  in  1978  included  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  eleventh  successive  year  of  inter¬ 
viewing  for  the  Panel  Survey  of  Income 
Dynamics  and  the  implementation  of  tests  of 
monthly  reporting  problems  in  the  program  of 
Aid  to  Families  with  Dependent  Children. 


for  epidemiological  methods  and  research.  The 
1979  Health  Statistics  plan  is  expected  to  in¬ 
ventory  the  statistical  activities  of  all  health 
agencies  within  HEW. 

HCFA  has  also  made  progress  in  implement¬ 
ing  the  legislative  mandate  for  a  uniform  system 
of  financial  reporting  for  hospitals  and  other 
health  care  and  services  facilities  in  Section  19 
of  Public  Law  95-142  (Medicare-Medicaid 
Anti-Fraud  and  Abuse  Amendments).  A  draft 
manual  has  been  prepared,  the  “System  for 
Hospital  Uniform  Reporting”  (SHUR)  and  cir¬ 
culated  for  review  and  discussion.  The  purpose 
of  the  uniform  accounting  system  is  to  provide  a 
common  standard  of  measurement  and  com¬ 
munication  for  hospital  and  health  sevices  cost 
and  utilization  data. 

HOUSING  AND  CONSTRUCTION  STATISTICS 

By  far  the  largest  single  housing  statistics 
program  in  1978  was  the  Annual  Housing  Sur¬ 
vey  (AHS)  which  is  conducted  by  the  Bureau  of 
the  Census  for  the  Department  of  Housing  and 
Urban  Development  (HUD).  In  addition,  HUD 
provided  continuing  support  for  surveys  of  the 
absorption  of  current  housing  production  and 
selected  surveys  of  mortgage  lending. 

During  1978  a  new  survey  format  was  insti¬ 
tuted  for  the  national  AHS  consisting  of  un¬ 
changing  “core”  questions  and  rotating  groups 
of  “supplemental”  questions  to  be  asked 
periodically  by  subject  area.  The  revised  ap¬ 
proach  will  yield  the  twin  advantages  of  a  re¬ 
duction  in  respondent  burden  and  more  timely 
release  of  the  unchanging  “core”  items.  The 
first  new  group  of  supplemental  questions  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  1978  survey  concerned  housing 
modifications  for  use  by  handicapped  persons. 

In  the  area  of  current  market  data,  the  HUD 
sponsored  mobile  home  placement  survey  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  was  signifi¬ 
cantly  improved.  Modifications  will  spread  the 
reporting  burden  among  dealers  while  signifi¬ 
cantly  improving  sampling  efficiency. 

INCOME  MAINTENANCE  AND  WELEARE 
STATISTICS 

The  two  agencies  that  have  major  respon¬ 
sibilities  for  income  maintenance  statistics  are 
the  HEW  Office  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  for 
Planning  and  Evaluation  (ASPE)  and  the  Office 
of  Research  and  Statistics  of  the  Social  Security 
Administration. 


In  1978  the  Office  of  Research  and  Statistics 
of  the  Social  Security  Administration  initiated 
tests  to  improve  the  usefulness  of  the  Social  Se¬ 
curity  files  for  statistical  analysis  of  the  racial 
and  ethnic  earnings  histories  of  the  groups  of 
greatest  policy  concern.  Data  collection  was 
completed  for  a  major  analysis  of  the  economic 
status  of  widows  and  families  with  orphans. 

Also  completed  were  five  projects  analyzing 
the  impact  of  Social  Security  and  other  tax- 
transfer  programs  on  the  distribution  of  in¬ 
come.  The  projects  included:  development  of 
an  analytical  framework  for  appraising  the 
equity  of  the  social  security  benefit  structure, 
application  of  the  framework,  an  analysis  of  eli¬ 
gibility  for  welfare  and  participation  rates,  esti¬ 
mation  of  the  relationship  of  payroll  tax  liability 
to  family  income  and  changes  over  time  in  tax 
rates  using  alternative  income  measures. 

The  first  report  on  a  disaggregated  short¬ 
term  model  of  social  security  benefit  payments 
and  payroll  taxes  using  annual  time  series  was 
published.  Substantial  efforts  to  improve  the 
data  base  through  file  matching  continued  as 
did  an  extensive  statistical  program  in  support 
of  the  program  of  Aid  to  Families  with  Depend¬ 
ent  Children. 
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INTERNATIONAL  ECONOMIC  STATISTICS 

Statistics  on  U.S.  trade,  balance  of  payments, 
foreign  investment  in  the  United  States  and 
U.S.  investment  abroad  have  taken  on  new  im¬ 
portance  as  the  U.S.  economy  becomes  increas¬ 
ingly  interdependent  with  the  rest  of  the  world. 

In  January  1978,  the  Bureau  of  the  Census 
began  compiling  U.S.  exports  in  terms  of  a 
completely  revamped  commodity  classification. 
The  new  export  commodity  classification  fol¬ 
lows  the  structural  framework  of  the  Tariff 
Schedules  of  the  United  States  (TSUS),  the  legal 
classification  system  established  for  imports  into 
the  United  States.  With  both  U.S.  exports  and 
imports  collected  and  published  under  classifi¬ 
cation  schedules  based  on  TSUS,  increased 
comparability  has  resulted  and  the  groundwork 
laid  for  achieving  greater  comparability  with 
domestic  production  statistics  as  stipulated  in 
the  Trade  Act  of  1974. 

Also  in  1978,  the  Census  Bureau  began  publi¬ 
cation  of  import  statistics  on  a  “date  of  import” 
basis,  i.e.,  processing  imports  for  monthly  inclu¬ 
sion  on  the  basis  of  the  date  a  cargo  arrived  on 
the  importing  carrier  within  a  U.S.  port.  This 
new  procedure  was  introduced  to  minimize  the 
month-to-month  carryover  of  imports  caused  by 
the  lag  between  cargo  arrival  and  formal  entry 
documentation  of  as  much  as  ten  working  days 
after  the  goods  were  released  by  Customs. 

The  Balance  of  Payments  accounts  are  com¬ 
piled  by  the  Bureau  of  Economic  Analysis 
(BEA)  as  part  of  their  program  of  international 
economic  accounts.  Highlights  of  changes  and 
improvements  during  1978  include  a  revised 
presentation  of  the  international  investment  ac¬ 
counts  to  include  reinvested  earnings  of  incor¬ 
porated  foreign  affiliates  of  U.S.  direct  inves¬ 
tors  and  also  of  incorporated  U.S.  affiliates  of 
foreign  direct  investors.  New  procedures  were 
introduced  to  improve  estimates  of  travel  ex¬ 
penditures  of  U.S.  residents  traveling  in 
Canada.  And  a  set  of  U.S. -OPEC  bilateral  ac¬ 
counts  were  prepared  and  published  for  the 
first  time. 

The  international  statistical  program  of  BEA 
also  includes  a  wide-ranging  set  of  surveys  to 
measure  direct  international  investment  activity. 
During  1978,  the  data  collection  was  underta¬ 
ken  for  a  census  of  U.S.  direct  investment 
abroad.  Data  collection  was  also  started  for  a 
sample  of  foreign  direct  investors  in  the  United 


States.  This  survey  will  provide  data  for  1977  as 
an  update  on  the  more  comprehensive  bench¬ 
mark  survey  of  foreign  investment  in  the 
United  States  conducted  for  1974. 

Another  important  international  statistical 
program  is  conducted  by  the  Department  of 
Treasury  on  foreign  portfolio  investments.  The 
development  of  the  plan  for  reporting  foreign 
portfolio  investment  in  the  United  States  was 
completed  in  1978  and  data  collection  is  taking 
place  early  in  1979. 

A  subject  receiving  considerable  public  atten¬ 
tion  in  1978  was  foreign  investment  in  U.S. 
farmland.  The  Agricultural  Foreign  Investment 
Disclosure  Act  of  1978  was  passed  requiring  the 
reporting  of  all  foreign  holdings  and  transac¬ 
tions  of  agricultural  land.  Initial  data  from  this 
new  reporting  system  being  operated  by  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  will  be  available  in 
1979.  A  related  USDA  activity  is  the  conduct  of 
a  feasibility  study  of  alternatives  for  monitoring 
foreign  investment  in  land,  including  the  crea¬ 
tion  of  a  multipurpose  land  data  system  for  in¬ 
formation  on  land  ownership  and  foreign 
investment.  This  study  was  required  by  the  In¬ 
ternational  Investment  Survey  Act  of  1976. 

During  1978  the  Census  Bureau  issued  a  spe¬ 
cial  report  on  international  investment.  Selected 
Characteristics  of  Foreign-Owned  U.S.  Firms, 
1975-76.  This  report  presents  statistics  by  in¬ 
dustry  and  geographical  areas  in  which 
foreign-owned  U.S.  firms  operate. 

In  1979  a  major  effort  will  be  made  by  the 
Interagency  Committee  on  International  In¬ 
vestment  Statistics  to  develop  a  more  com¬ 
prehensive  and  coordinated  system  of  interna¬ 
tional  economic  information.  Issues  to  be 
resolved  include  the  need  for  more  annual  sur¬ 
vey  information,  the  feasibility  of  obtaining  data 
on  the  holdings  of  U.S.  investors  in  foreign 
portfolios,  needs  for  more  detailed  data  to 
analyze  trade  and  employment  impacts  of  U.S. 
direct  investments  abroad,  and  the  feasibility  of 
constructing  estimates  of  technology  transfer. 

LABOR  STATISTICS 

During  1978,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
continued  its  core  program  of  monthly,  quar¬ 
terly,  and  annual  statistics  on  labor  force, 
employment,  unemployment,  wages,  compen¬ 
sation,  and  productivity. 
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The  highlights  of  program  improvements  and 
special  activities  for  BLS  in  1978  included  a  sig¬ 
nificant  amount  of  work  requested  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Commission  on  Employment  and 
Unemployment  Statistics.  A  large  number  of 
special  tabulations,  primarily  drawing  on  un¬ 
published  data  sources,  and  special  analyses  of 
topics  of  interest  to  the  Commission  were  pro¬ 
vided  to  this  independent  study  group.  The 
National  Commission  will  receive  public  com¬ 
ment  on  its  draft  final  report  during  the  first 
few  months  of  1979  and  will  issue  its  final  re¬ 
port  later  in  the  year.  Planning  for  implementa¬ 
tion  of  the  Commissions’s  recommendations  will 
involve  staff  from  several  statistical  agencies 
during  1979. 

Another  major  review  of  BLS  work  was  com¬ 
pleted  in  1978  by  a  National  Acaderny  of  Sci¬ 
ences  panel  on  Productivity  Statistics.  This  re¬ 
port  will  also  be  published  in  1979  and  specific 
planning  for  implementation  will  be  initiated. 

A  BLS  program  to  convert  industry  series  in 
the  Current  Employment  Statistics  Program  (a 
monthly  establishment-based  survey  of 
employment,  hours,  and  earnings)  to  the  1972 
Standard  Industrial  Classification  (SIC)  System 
was  completed  in  1978.  This  was  the  result  of 
several  years  of  work  and  marks  the  first  com¬ 
plete  benchmark  revision  since  the  March  1974 
benchmark  levels  were  introduced  in  October 
1975  and  the  first  major  industry  reclassifica¬ 
tion  since  the  1957  SIC  was  introduced  in  1961. 

Survey  estimates  developed  by  the  Economics, 
Statistics,  and  Cooperatives  Service,  USDA  are 
the  only  available  Federal  source  of  agricultural 
establishment  employment  and  wage  rate  statis¬ 
tics.  A  review  of  this  farm  labor  statistics  pro¬ 
gram  was  started  in  1978  and  is  scheduled  for 
completion  during  FY  1979.  The  review  in¬ 
cludes  both  methodological  and  conceptual  con¬ 
siderations. 

The  Current  Population  Survey  (CPS),  con¬ 
ducted  jointly  by  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
and  the  Census  Bureau,  is  the  source  of 
monthly  estimates  of  national  employment  and 
unemployment.  Because  statistics  on  State  and 
local  area  employment  and  unemployment  have 
become  the  principal  element  in  allocation  for¬ 
mulas  to  distribute  several  billion  dollars  of 
Federal  funds,  the  CPS  has  been  gradually  ex¬ 
panded  to  provide  reliable  data  below  the  na¬ 
tional  level.  Since  January  1978,  the  survey  has 
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provided  official  monthly  estimates  for  the  10 
largest  States,  for  one  SMSA,  and  one  city. 
Further  expansion  of  the  CPS,  begun  in 
November  1978,  will  result  in  the  availability  of 
quarterly  estimates  for  each  State.  By  the  fall  of 
1979,  the  full  expansion  is  expected  to  be  com¬ 
pleted  and  reliable  employment  and  un¬ 
employment  estimates  will  be  produced  for 
specified  SMSA’s  and  other  areas  below  the 
State  level  in  the  20  largest  States. 

Initial  planning  has  begun  for  a  major  rede¬ 
sign  of  the  Current  Population  Survey,  and 
other  important  annual  demographic  surveys. 
Major  changes  in  sample  design,  field  opera¬ 
tions,  and  processing  may  be  made.  A  Methods 
Test  Panel  was  started  by  the  Census  Bureau  in 
May  1978  and  will  continue  in  1979.  This  pro¬ 
gram  provides  a  means  of  developing  and  test¬ 
ing  alternative  concepts  and  methodologies  in 
an  attempt  to  improve  the  quality  and  reliability 
of  data  collected  in  demographic  surveys. 

Other  major  improvements  were  introduced 
by  BLS  in  January  1978  into  the  current  es¬ 
timating  methodology  for  State  and  local  area 
employment  and  unemployment  statistics.  This 
included  use  of  more  current  CPS  data  and  im¬ 
provements  in  unemployment  insurance  data, 
the  other  major  data  source  used  in  these  esti¬ 
mates.  Because  of  the  legislated  need  for  small 
area  estimates  to  allocate  Federal  funds,  the 
Economic  Development  Administration  of  the 
Department  of  Commerce  also  helps  to  fund 
this  program. 

One  of  the  more  important  labor  force  statis¬ 
tical  programs  in  recent  years  has  been  the  Na¬ 
tional  Longitudinal  Surveys  (NLS)  sponsored  by 
the  Employment  and  Training  Administration. 
During  1978,  planning  was  completed  for  two 
additional  subsets  of  the  survey  to  provide  more 
detailed  analyses  of  young  men  and  women,  in¬ 
cluding  separate  analyses  of  black,  Hispanic, 
and  poor  white  youth. 

Interagency  interest  in  improving  occupa¬ 
tional  statistics  resulted  in  a  contract  with  the 
National  Academy  of  Sciences  to  perform  a 
“Feasibility  Study  for  a  Project  on  Occupational 
Data  for  Future  Censuses  of  Population  and 
Other  Federal  Statistical  Programs.”  Experts 
from  industry  and  academia  participated  in 
conferences  to  provide  an  independent  assess¬ 
ment  of  three  topics:  the  feasibility  of  activities 
to  improve  respondent  reporting  of  occupation 
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and  to  determine  appiopriate  occupational  de¬ 
tail,  possible  improvements  in  methodological 
and  technical  procedures,  and  activities  needed 
to  generate  long-range  improvements  in  the  oc¬ 
cupational  statistical  system.  A  report  with  rec¬ 
ommendations  is  scheduled  for  early  1979. 

POPULATION  STATISTICS 

The  most  important  activities  concerning 
population  statistics  during  1978  related  to 
preparations  for  the  twentieth  decennial  census. 
Many  of  the  activities  in  preparation  for  the 
census  will  also  have  an  impact  on  plans  for  the 
first  mid-decade  census  scheduled  for  1985.  In 
addition  to  the  census,  a  number  of  other  im¬ 
portant  developments  are  worth  noting:  an  ef¬ 
fort  to  standardize  population  projections  (see 
above.  Population  Projections),  preparation  of 
microdata  files  for  the  1940  and  1950  censuses, 
proposed  new  procedures  for  challenging  cen¬ 
sus  estimates  and  a  study  on  intercensal  esti¬ 
mates  for  small  areas. 

1980  Census.  — 1978  was  a  critical  year  in  the 
preparation  for  the  1980  decennial  census;  basic 
content  and  procedures  had  to  be  made  final. 
Dress  rehearsal  censuses  were  conducted  in 
Richmond,  Virginia  (April  1978);  La  Plata  and 
Montezuma  Counties,  Colorado  (April  1978); 
and  Lower  Manhattan,  New  York  (September 
1978).  Theses  censuses  represented  the  final 
“run-through”  of  the  planned  procedures  and 
questionnaires  that  will  be  used  in  1980. 

In  March  1978  the  Census  Bureau  transmit¬ 
ted  to  its  congressional  oversight  committees  the 
proposed  questions  to  be  included  in  the  1980 
census.  The  final  proposed  questionnaire,  along 
with  instructions  and  other  supporting  material, 
was  submitted  to  the  Office  of  Management  and 
Budget  for  final  clearance  in  November.  Final 
approval  of  a  slightly  modified  version  of  the 
questionnaire  was  granted  in  January  1979. 

A  major  concern  with  the  1980  census,  even 
more  than  in  prior  censuses,  involves  the  com¬ 
pleteness  of  the  count.  Extensive  procedures 
have  been  developed  to  minimize  the  number  of 
housing  units  which  are  missed  and  to  encour¬ 
age  people  to  make  sure  that  they  are  counted 
in  the  census.  For  example,  in  the  last  several 
years,  the  Bureau  has  developed  a  number  of 
programs  to  improve  the  completeness  of  the 
counts  of  minorities  in  the  1980  census.  Two  of 
the  major  activities  in  this  undertaking  are  the 


National  Services  Program  and  the  Community 
Services  Program.  Under  the  former  activity 
nearly  100  national  minority  organizations  had 
been  contacted  by  the  end  of  1978  to  alert  them 
to  the  importance  of  accurate  1980  census 
counts  for  the  people  they  represent  and  to 
elicit  their  support.  Through  the  Community 
Services  Program,  the  Bureau  has  developed 
similar  contacts  with  neighborhood,  city.  State, 
and  regional  organizations  to  accomplish  these 
purposes  at  the  “grassroots”  level.  During  1978, 
the  Bureau  hired  and  trained  local  Black,  His¬ 
panic,  Asian,  and  other  minority  persons 
throughout  the  country  to  establish  a  core  staff. 

The  output  requirements  for  the  1980  census 
are  also  significantly  greater  than  in  prior  cen¬ 
suses.  One  of  the  new  requirements  results  from 
the  passage  of  the  White-Runnels  Act,  Public 
Law  94-171.  Under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  in 
1975  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  established  a 
program  through  which  State  legislatures  could 
submit  suggested  geographic  plans  to  obtain 
population  counts  for  specified  small  areas 
(often  election  precincts)  to  facilitate  the  design 
of  redistricting  plans  following  the  1980  census. 
During  1978  plans  were  approved  for  the  25 
States  which  chose  to  take  part  in  this  phase  of 
the  program.  Additional  States  are  expected  to 
participate  in  another  element  of  the  program 
which  does  not  require  State  input  until  early 
1980. 

The  year  1978  saw  the  virtual  completion  of 
the  Geographic  Base  File/Dual  Independent 
Map  Encoding  (GBF/DIME)  System.  Comple¬ 
tion  of  this  critical  program  is  a  major  milestone 
in  the  1980  decennial  census  operation,  and 
represents  the  culmination  of  several  years  of 
joint  effort  with  many  local  agencies.  The  files 
will  be  used  to  geocode  the  millions  of  addresses 
for  the  1980  census.  In  addition  to  their  use  in 
census  operations,  the  files  provide  an  essential 
input  to  computer  mapping,  area  measurement, 
and  many  local  programs  involving  street  net¬ 
work  analysis,  resource  allocation  to  specified 
facilities,  and  data  analysis. 

Due  to  the  importance  and  complexity  of  the 
1980  census,  two  assessments  were  completed  in 
1978  to  determine  what  improvements  might  be 
made.  The  more  general  study  was  conducted 
by  the  National  Academy  of  Science  which  com¬ 
pleted  a  review  of  critical  census  activities  in 
1978.  One  of  the  Academy’s  recommendations 
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was  that  means  be  sought  for  adjusting  the  cen¬ 
sus  results  to  account  for  underenumeration  of 
the  population.  This  is  considered  important 
because  of  the  differential  undercount  among 
various  groups.  A  lively  debate  is  underway 
concerning  the  feasibility  and  desirability  of 
making  such  adjustments.  The  Center  for 
Population  Research  at  Georgetown  University 
is  investigating  the  problem  in  detail  and  should 
make  definitive  recommendations  to  the  Census 
Bureau  later  in  1979. 

The  second  study  involved  only  data  proc¬ 
essing.  This  study,  which  was  undertaken  by  a 
team  from  tbe  Bureau  of  the  Census,  the  Na¬ 
tional  Oceanic  and  Atmospheric  Administra¬ 
tion,  and  the  General  Accounting  Office,  indi¬ 
cates  that  there  will  be  a  “shortfall”  in  the 
Bureau’s  computer  capacity  for  1980  unless  ad¬ 
ditional  computer  resources  are  acquired.  The 
Bureau  is  actively  seeking  means  to  develop  suf¬ 
ficient  capacity  to  eliminate  this  “shortfall.” 

Another  census  related  issue  involved  the 
1940  and  1950  censuses.  The  University  of  Wis¬ 
consin  received  a  grant  from  the  National  Sci¬ 
ence  Foundation  for  the  preparation  of  mi¬ 
crodata  files  from  the  original  responses  to  the 
1940  and  1950  censuses.  Much  of  the  work  on 
this  project  will  be  performed  by  the  Census 
Bureau. 

Other  Developments  in  Population  Statistics. — 
The  Census  Bureau  developed  a  proposed 
standard  procedure  for  reviewing  challenges  to 
Census  Bureau  population  or  per  capita  income 
estimates.  The  procedures  provide  both  an  in¬ 
formal  and  formal  challenge  process.  If  the 
matter  is  not  resolved  under  the  informal  proc¬ 
ess,  the  formal  process  can  be  invoked.  Tbe 
formal  process  involves  the  appointment  of  a 
hearing  officer  from  a  roster  of  Census  Bureau 
employees,  a  hearing,  a  formal  recommendation 
from  the  hearing  officer  to  the  Census  Director, 
and  a  final  resolution  by  tbe  Director,  with  full 
explanation. 

Early  in  the  year,  a  process  was  initiated  by 
the  Census  Bureau  which  permits  officials  in 
counties  and  local  areas  to  review  the  Bureau’s 
estimates  in  advance  of  their  general  release  and 
publication.  This  is  in  addition  to  the  previous 
practice  under  which  a  local  community  could 
challenge  an  estimate  at  any  time  and  the  Cen¬ 
sus  Bureau  would  review  the  estimate  and 
notify  the  area  of  the  results  of  the  review. 

February  1979 


The  Census  Bureau  has  contracted  with  the 
National  Academy  of  Sciences  to  review  and 
evaluate  the  techniques  used  for  intercensal  es¬ 
timates  of  population  and  per  capita  income  for 
small  areas.  The  results  of  this  study  are  ex¬ 
pected  during  1979. 

PRICES  AND  PRICE  INDEXES 

Major  changes  in  price  and  price  index  statis¬ 
tics  programs  were  made  in  1978  by  the  Bureau 
of  Labor  Statistics  after  several  years  of  plan¬ 
ning,  data  collection  and  other  preliminary 
work.  Revisions  were  introduced  in  the  Con¬ 
sumer  Price  Index  (CPI),  the  principal  source  of 
information  concerning  trends  in  consumer 
prices  in  the  United  States  which  is  used  in  the 
formulation  and  evaluation  of  economic  policy; 
in  wage  negotiations;  and  in  the  escalation  of 
wages,  rents,  pensions.  Social  Security  benefits, 
and  food  stamp  allocations. 

The  first  stage  of  a  comprehensive  revision  of 
the  Producer  Price  Indexes  was  also  completed. 
These  indexes  supply  the  basic  economic  intelli¬ 
gence  on  price  changes  in  primary  markets  and 
are  used  extensively  in  forming  both  public  and 
business  policy,  in  the  escalation  of  sales  con¬ 
tracts,  and  in  economic  research.  The  Interna¬ 
tional  Price  Program  was  exanded  to  include 
coverage  of  a  larger  portion  of  exported  and 
imported  goods. 

The  first  stage  of  the  comprehensive  revision 
of  the  Producer  Price  Program  included  the 
publication  of  pilot  indexes  for  four  industries 
and  introduced  improved  indexes  in  the  current 
program.  The  primary  analytical  framework  for 
the  data  was  shifted  to  the  more  accurate 
stage-of-processing  framework  and  the  focus  of 
publication  changed  from  wholesale  prices  to 
producer  prices.  The  next  phase  of  the  revision 
was  initiated  with  the  regular  data  collection  for 
10  more  industries.  A  significant  further  expan¬ 
sion  is  to  be  made  in  1979. 

The  large-scale  multiple  year  effort  to  update 
and  modernize  the  CPI  was  completed  with  the 
introduction  of  a  revised  Consumer  Price  Index 
for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers 
and  a  new  broader-based  CPI  for  all  Urban 
Consumers  in  February  1978.  This  revision,  the 
first  since  the  early  1960’s  also  made  more  geo¬ 
graphic  detail  available  from  the  CPI  program. 

New  regional  CPI’s  cross-classified  by  popu¬ 
lation  size  were  introduced  w'ith  release  of  tbe 
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February  1978  data  and  are  published 
bimonthly.  For  the  first  time,  users  in  local  areas 
for  which  an  index  is  not  published  are  able  to 
approximate  a  CPI  for  their  area  by  using  the 
appropriate  population-size  class  measure  for 
their  region. 

During  1978,  the  Census  Bureau  and  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  began  development 
of  a  continuing  consumer  expenditure  survey. 
This  survey  is  designed  to  (1)  provide  a  data 
base  to  support  the  requirements  for  the  calcu¬ 
lation  of  future  revisions  in  the  Consumer  Price 
Index,  and  (2)  to  provide  mean  expenditure  es¬ 
timates  for  the  United  States  as  a  whole  and 
some  44  selected  geographic  areas  on  a  con¬ 
tinuing  basis.  The  survey  is  scheduled  to  begin 
in  the  fall  of  1979. 

Implementation  was  also  begun  of  an  im¬ 
proved  data  collection  procedure  to  place  esti¬ 
mation  of  all  crop  and  livestock  prices  received 
by  farmers  on  a  probability  basis.  Work  is  also 
underway  within  the  Economics,  Statistics  and 
Cooperatives  Service  of  USD  A  to  develop  prob¬ 
ability  based  statistics  on  prices  paid  by  farmers 
for  production  items. 

A  massive  effort  by  BUS  to  move  data  proc¬ 
essing  work  to  third-generation  computers  for 
all  their  statistical  programs  was  completed  in 
1978.  The  capstone  of  the  Bureau’s  sweeping 
redesign  was  a  data  base  and  information  sys¬ 
tem  called  LABSTAT  (for  Labor  Statistics).  The 
LABSTAT  system  gives  users  in  BLS,  including 
its  Regional  Offices,  and  other  Federal  agencies 
direct  on-line  access  to  the  Bureau’s  data  base  of 
100,000  time  series. 

PRODUCTION  AND  DISTRIBUTION  STATISTICS 

During  1978  one  of  the  major  Census  Bureau 
statistical  activities  was  the  data  collection  and 
processing  for  the  1977  Economic  Censuses. 
These  censuses  incorporated  expansions  in  in¬ 
dustry  coverage  and  in  data  content  in  response 
to  specific  recommendations  for  improved  data 
for  the  GNP  accounts.  Publication  of  data  from 
these  censuses  began  before  the  end  of  1978.  In 
all,  some  1,200  reports  will  be  issued,  most  of 
them  during  1979.  During  the  year  23  locally- 
sponsored  conferences  are  planned  throughout 
the  country  to  promote  the  use  and  accessing  of 
data  products  from  the  1977  Economic  Cen¬ 
suses.  The  response  burden  on  the  private  sec¬ 
tor  for  the  economic  censuses  was  minimized  by 


the  use  of  administrative  records  of  other  Fed¬ 
eral  agencies  in  lieu  of  direct  collection  of  data 
from  approximately  four  million  of  the  smallest 
businesses,  the  use  of  sampling  techniques 
wherever  possible,  and  short  abbreviated  re¬ 
porting  forms  for  smaller  businesses  contacted 
directly. 

An  important  program  reduction  became  ef¬ 
fective  in  1978,  with  the  cancellation  of  the 
Weekly  Retail  Trade  Survey.  This  survey,  con¬ 
ducted  since  1962,  did  not  form  a  direct  input 
for  purposes  of  computing  national  accounts. 
The  need  for  timely  information  on  trends  in 
retail  trade,  serviced  by  the  weekly  survey,  is 
now  accommodated  by  the  Advance  Monthly 
Retail  Trade  Survey. 

The  Census  Bureau  issued  a  special  report  in 
1978,  Origin  of  Exports  of  Manufacturing  Estab¬ 
lishments,  1976.  This  report  has  appeared 
periodically  at  approximately  3-year  intervals 
w'ith  the  last  report  covering  1972.  It  provides 
information  on  the  shipments  by  State  of  prod¬ 
ucts  destined  for  export. 

Improvement  of  inventory  statistics  absorbed 
considerable  resources.  The  Census  Bureau 
continued  its  efforts  to  strengthen  the  monthly 
Manufacturer’s  Shipment,  Inventories,  and  Or¬ 
ders  Survey  by  collecting  regularly  information 
on  the  methods  of  inventory  valuation  and 
changes  in  those  methods.  As  part  of  the  major 
improvement  program  for  this  survey,  the 
Bureau  is  also  overhauling  the  reporting  struc¬ 
ture  and  making  an  effort  to  develop  techniques 
for  reconciling  statistical  information  with  the 
financial  reports  of  the  larger,  more  diversified 
companies. 

Several  other  agencies  have  important  statisti¬ 
cal  programs  in  production  and  distribution. 
The  section  on  agriculture  describes  one  of 
these  programs  carried  on  by  the  Economics, 
Statistics,  and  Cooperatives  Service.  Other  im¬ 
portant  programs  are  in  the  Bureau  of  Mines 
and  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  the  Interior  and  the  National  Ma¬ 
rine  Fisheries  Service  in  the  Department  of 
Commerce. 

In  1978,  the  Bureau  of  Mines  collected  a  wide 
spectrum  of  foreign  and  domestic  information 
on  more  than  100  nonfuel  mineral  commodities. 
Over  150  detailed  statistical  surveys  were  con¬ 
ducted,  many  under  “Memoranda  of  Under¬ 
standing’’  with  46  States  under  which  the 
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Bureau  collects  data  and  forwards  it  to  the 
States  to  avoid  duplicate  collection.  In  the  inter¬ 
national  area,  information  from  160  foreign 
countries  was  collected  through  periodic  reports 
from  U.S.  Missions,  11  regional  resources  at¬ 
taches,  and  research  and  inspection  trips  by 
Bureau  experts. 

Stringent  Bureau  of  Mines  efforts  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  President’s  reporting  burden 
reduction  program  resulted  in  60,000  fewer 
man-hours  of  work  required  by  respondents  to 
complete  Bureau  statistical  surveys.  A  useful 
byproduct  of  these  efforts  was  the  establishment 
of  a  survey  monitoring  system  to  encourage  re¬ 
spondents  to  comment  on  the  utility,  quality  and 
timeliness  of  the  Bureau’s  statistical  products. 

Increased  use  of  automation  significantly  in¬ 
creased  the  timeliness  of  the  Bureali’s  mineral 
statistics  capability  in  1978.  Application  of  data 
base  management  techniques  to  the  Minerals 
Availability  System  and  the  automated  minerals 
statistics  survey  systems,  permitted  more  rapid 
access  to  a  much  larger  volume  of  data.  The 
Bureau  has  been  engaged  in  a  cooperative  ef¬ 
fort  with  the  Mine  Safety  and  Health  Adminis¬ 
tration  (MSHA)  to  collect  and  apply  longitude 
and  latitude  data  to  the  data  records  of  mineral 
establishments  in  order  to  eliminate  the  prob¬ 
lems  of  duplicate  records  caused  by  establish¬ 
ment  name  changes.  Use  of  these  data  will  have 
the  further  advantage  of  facilitating  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  statistics  for  geographic  areas  which 
cross  State  and  county  lines. 

TRANSPORTATION  STATISTICS 

Transportation  statistics  programs  are  con¬ 
ducted  primarily  by  several  agencies  in  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Transportation  (DOT)  plus  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission  and  the  Civil 
Aeronautics  Board.  Most  of  these  programs  are 
relatively  small  and  are  carried  out  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  developing  and  monitoring  regulatory 
programs.  During  1978,  planning  for  improved 
coordination  of  DOT  statistical  programs  was 
carried  out  under  the  leadership  of  the  Re¬ 
search  and  Special  Programs  Administration. 

The  National  Center  for  Statistics  and  Analy¬ 
sis  of  the  National  Highway  Traffic  Safety  Ad¬ 
ministration  is  implementing  a  comprehensive 
national  accident  data  collection  and  analysis 
program  depicting  all  aspects  of  the  motor  ve¬ 
hicle  accident  environment.  The  program  will 


provide  data  for  problem  identification, 
rulemaking  support  and  evaluation  of  highway 
safety  programs.  Data  will  be  obtained  from 
existing  State  records  through  the  Fatal  Acci¬ 
dent  Reporting  System  and  the  National  Acci¬ 
dent  Sampling  System,  which  was  pilot  tested  in 
1978  and  is  planned  for  full  implementation  in 
1982. 

The  Federal  Highway  Administration  issued  a 
special  report  in  1978  entitled  “The  State 
Highway  Finance  Outlook.”  This  report  de¬ 
scribes  tbe  trends  in  real  highway  capital  in¬ 
vestment,  identifies  factors  affecting  the  trend, 
appraises  the  State  fiscal  outlook,  and  recom¬ 
mends  possible  action  to  bring  State  highway 
revenues  in  line  with  highway  costs.  Data  collec¬ 
tion  for  a  nationwide  study  of  personal  trans¬ 
portation  was  completed  in  March  of  1978.  This 
study  updates  and  expands  existing  information 
on  personal  transportation  characteristics  such 
as  vehicle  ownership,  vehicle  occupancy,  trip 
lengths,  and  trip  purposes. 

A  related  study  on  personal  travel  to  work  was 
completed  and  released  in  1978  by  the  Urban 
Mass  Transportation  Administration  (UMTA). 
Data  on  the  commuting  patterns  of  13  million 
workers  in  21  metropolitan  areas  were  collected 
through  a  special  travel-to-work  survey  added  as 
a  supplement  to  the  1975-1976  Annual  Housing 
Survey.  The  supplement  was  conducted  by  tbe 
Bureau  of  the  Census  for  the  Department  of 
Transportation  and  makes  possible  crosstabula¬ 
tion  of  commuting  characteristics  with 
socioeconomic,  household  and  housing  unit  in¬ 
formation  available  from  the  Annual  Housing 
Survey. 

Another  major  activity  of  UMTA  has  been  to 
create  a  uniform  system  of  accounts  and  records 
and  a  national  reporting  system  for  financial 
and  operating  data  of  mass  transit  systems. 
Various  statistical  reports  and  analyses  will  be 
published  by  UMTA  in  1980,  after  the  first  full 
year  of  data  has  been  collected. 

The  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  (ICC) 
also  instituted  a  uniform  system  of  accounts  for 
railroads  in  1978  which  is  required  under  the 
Railroad  Revitalization  Reform  Act  of  1974. 
Work  is  now  in  progress  to  establish  a  new  Uni¬ 
form  Rail  Costing  System  which  is  intended  to 
produce  nationwide,  regional,  or  individual 
railroad  average  costs.  It  is  anticipated  that  this 
system  will  be  completed  and  made  available  to 
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the  general  public  during  the  later  months  of 
calendar  year  1979. 

Regulations  governing  the  form  of  ICC  des¬ 
ignations  to  be  shown  on  tariffs  and  schedules, 
and  assignment  of  alphabetic  codes  for  carrier 
and  agent  designations  were  prescribed  by  the 
ICC  in  1978  to  be  shown  on  every  effective 
tariff  or  schedule  on  file  on  or  after  March  1, 
1979.  The  standard  designation  will  signifi¬ 
cantly  enhance  the  Commission’s  ability  to 
gather  and  report  statistical  data  in  a  more  sys¬ 
tematic  manner. 

At  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board  the  statistical 
programs  which  provide  economic  and  financial 
information  on  the  aviation  industry  are  under 
review  to  ascertain  what  changes  need  to  be 
made  to  support  decisionmaking  in  a  more 

Table  1.  OBLIGATIONS  FOR  PRINCIPAL 
STATISTICAL  PROGRAMS,  BY  AGENCY 
(in  millions  of  dollars) 


FY  FY 

1978  1979 

Agency  Actual  Estimate 

CURRENT  PROGRAMS 


Department  of  Agriculture: 

Agricultural  Research  Service .  3.5  5.5 

Economics,  Statistics,  and 

Cooperatives  Service'  .  77.1  78.9 

Office  of  the  General 

Sales  Manager .  .5  .5 

Department  of  Commerce: 

Bureau  of  Economic  Analysis  .  14.0  14.8 

Bureau  of  the  Census .  48.0  52.0 

Industry  and  Trade  Administration  1.4  1.9 

Economic  Development 

Administration* .  1.4  2.2 

National  Marine  Fisheries 

Service  .  4.7  4.5 

United  States  Fire  Administration  ..  1.7  2.9 

Department  of  Defense: 

Corps  of  Engineers  .  2.0  2.6 

Department  of  Energy: 

Energy  Information  Administration  50.7  79.4 

Resource  Applications  .  64.8  69.0 

Other  Department  of  Energy .  .6  .5 

Department  of  Health,  Educa¬ 
tion,  and  Welfare: 

Alcohol,  Drug  Abuse  and 

Mental  Health  Administration _  8.2  10.1 

Center  for  Disease  Control .  3.8  3.1 

Food  and  Drug 

Administration  .  2.1  2.2 

Health  Care  Financing 

Administration  .  7.9  15.8 


competitive  environment.  During  1978  a  pro¬ 
totype  agreement  was  developed  with  the 
Alaska  Transportation  Commission  to  cooperate 
in  collecting  data  on  operations  of  commuter  air 
carriers.  Other  States  have  been  invited  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  similar  programs. 


Fiscal  Year  1980  Budget  Request  for  the 
Major  Statistical  Agencies 

Obligational  authority  is  separately  identified 
for  the  major  statistical  programs  in  the  Presi¬ 
dent’s  Budget  for  fiscal  year  1980.  The  Decen¬ 
nial  Census  of  Population  and  Housing  is  again 
the  largest  program,  since  the  April  Census  date 
falls  within  the  year.  The  total  FY  1980  requests 
for  the  individual  agencies  are  given  in  Table  2. 


FY  FY 

1978  1979 

Agency  Actual  Estimate 

Health  Resources  Administration  .. .  2.6  8.5 

Health  Services  Administration 

Health  Services .  1.6  1.8 

Indian  Health  Services .  1.6  1.7 

National  Center  for 

Education  Statistics  .  13.9  14.8 

National  Institutes  of 

Health: .  36.5  38.8 

National  Cancer 

Institute .  23.2  24.6 

National  Heart,  Lung, 

and  Blood  Institute .  5.5  6.0 

National  Institute  of 
Neurological  and 
Communicative 

Disorders  and  Stroke  .  4.6  4.9 

Other  National  Institutes 

of  Health .  3.1  3.3 

Office  of  Assistant  Secretary 
for  Health: 

National  Center  for 

Health  Statistics .  37.3  39.3 

National  Center  for 

Health  Services  Research .  6.7  2.6 

Office  of  Assistant 
Secretary  for  Human 

Development  .  4.1  2.7 

Office  of  Assistant 

Secretary  for  Planning 

and  Evaluation .  8.4  9.1 

Office  of  Education .  2.0  1.5 

Social  Security  Administration  .  17.5  25.8 

Department  of  Housing 
and  Urban  Development: 

Community  Planning  and 

Development  .  1.5  1.6 
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Housing .  1.8  1.9 

Policy  Development  and 

Research .  13.2  10.8 

Department  of  the  Interior: 

Bureau  of  Mines .  13.4  13.6 

Fish  and  Wildlife 

Service  .  9.3  9.7 

Geological  Survey .  11.1  7.7 

Department  of  Justice: 

Drug  Fmforcement  Administration  . .  1.4  1.5 

Federal  Bureau  of 

Investigation .  1.3  1.3 

Law  Enforcement  Assistance 

Administration  .  20.1  20.4 

Department  of  Labor: 

Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  .  79.8  95.5 

Employment  and  Training 

Administration  .  24.7  28.6 

Employment  Standards 

Administration  .  .6  .7 

Mine  Safety  and 

Health  Administration .  2.2  2.3 

Occupational  Safety  and 

Health  Administration .  6.7  6.7 

Department  of  Transportation: 

Office  of  the 

Secretary  .  1.1  .3 

Federal  Highway 

Administration  .  4.6  4.5 

Federal  Railroad  Administration  ...  .8  .8 

National  Highway  Traffic 

Safety  Administration .  13.0  12.2 

Urban  Mass  Transporta¬ 
tion  Administration .  .9  .2 

Department  of  the  Treasury: 

Customs  Service  .  3.5  3.4 

Internal  Revenue  Service  .  13.8  14.2 

Office  of  Revenue 

Sharing .  .7  — 

Civil  Aeronautics  Board .  5.0  5.2 

Environmental  Protection  Agency®  ...  20.4  24.5 


Federal  Home  Loan 

Bank  Board .  3.1  3.7 

Federal  Trade  Commission .  1.3  1.7 

Interstate  Commerce  Commission  ... .  1.7  1.5 

National  Science  Foundation  .  2.5  2.9 

Securities  and  Exchange 

Commission  .  1.6  1.5 

Veterans  .Administration .  8.8  10.5 


PERIODIC  PROGRAMS 


Department  of  Commerce: 

Bureau  of  the  Census: 

Economic  Censuses  .  16.5  19.5 

Census  of  Governments .  1.8  1.0 

Census  of  Agriculture .  11.6  22.5 

1980  Census  of  Population 

and  Housing .  25.5  152.1 

Intercensal  demographic 

estimates  .  2.0  2.5 

Registration  and  voting 

surveys .  7.2  37.3 

Mid-Decade  Census .  —  .4 

Periodic  program  geographic 

support .  3.3  3.7 

Data  Processing  equipment .  2.0  5.6 

General  administration  and 

other .  3.1  5.1 

Department  of  Labor: 

Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics: 

Revision  of  Consumer 

Price  Index .  4.0  — 


'  Not  directly  comparable  with  previous  reports.  For¬ 
merly  included  only  collection  activities  and  compilation 
of  major  reoccurring  data  series.  New  basis  also  includes 
other  economic  research  and  analysis  programs. 

®  Decreased  from  previous  reports  due  to  transfer  of 
functions  to  the  Department  of  Energy  and  the  Office  of 
the  Chief  Economist,  Department  of  Commerce. 

®  Excludes  some  water  and  toxics  programs. 


Table  2.  APPROPRIATIONS  REQUESTED  IN  THE 
PRESIDENT’S  BUDGET  FOR  FISCAL  YEAR  1980 
FOR  MAJOR  STATISTICAL  AGENCIES 
(in  millions  of  dollars) 


1980 

Agency  Estimate 


1980 

'  .Agency  Estimate 

Economic,  Statistics,  and  Cooperative  Service .  83.7 

Energy  Information  Administration .  88.7 

National  Center  for  Education  Statistics'  .  10.9 

National  Center  for  Health  Statistics  .  48.6 


Bureau  of  Economic  Analysis  .  15.6 

Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  .  102.0 

Bureau  of  the  Census .  686.6 

Current  .  55.6 

Periodic .  631.0 

1980  Census  of  Population 
and  Housing  .  612.0 


February  1979 


'Pursuant  to  the  requirements  of  P.L.  95-561,  the  re¬ 
quest  for  $3.9  million  for  the  National  .Assessment  of  Edu¬ 
cational  Progress  (formerly  an  NCES  project)  has  been 
transferred  to  the  National  Institute  of  Education  budget 
request  for  FY  1980.  Thus,  the  $10.9  million  request  for 
NCES  in  FY  1980  reflects  level  funding  for  the  balance  of 
the  education  statistics  program. 
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CURRENT  DEVELOPMENTS 


CENSUS  BUREAU  RELEASES  RESULTS  FROM  THE 
1977  ECONOMIC  CENSUSES 

Initial  results  from  the  1977  Economic  Cen¬ 
suses  were  made  available  in  December  1978. 
The  Bureau  of  the  Census  began  issuing  ad¬ 
vance  geographic  area  reports  from  the  census 
of  retail  trade  and  preliminary  industry  reports 
from  the  censuses  of  manufacturers  and  con¬ 
struction  industries.  More  than  1,200  reports 
will  be  issued  in  the  coming  months. 

The  1977  Economic  Censuses  comprise  the 
censuses  of  construction  industries,  manufac¬ 
tures,  mineral  industries,  retail  trade,  service 
industries,  wholesale  trade,  and  transportation; 
the  Censuses  of  Outlying  Areas;  the  Enterprise 
Statistics  Program;  the  Survey  of  Minority- 
Owned  Business  Enterprises  and  the  Survey  of 
Women-Owned  Businesses.  The  economic  cen¬ 
suses  are  a  major  source  of  facts  about  the 
structure  and  functioning  of  the  Nation’s  econ¬ 
omy  and  provide  information  essential  for  gov¬ 
ernment,  business,  industry  and  the  general 
public. 

Data  from  the  economic  censuses  are  for 
calendar  year  1977  and  were  collected  in  1978. 
The  most  significant  changes  for  1977  were  an 
expansion  in  the  coverage  of  the  service  indus¬ 
tries  and  the  collection  of  more  data  items  for 
use  in  improving  the  Gross  National  Product 
estimates. 

The  scope  of  the  census  of  service  industries 
has  been  expanded  to  include  most  of  the  Serv¬ 
ices  sector  of  the  Standard  Industrial  Classification 
Manual.  The  newly  covered  areas  include  health 
services;  educational  services  (except  religious- 
affiliated  elementary  and  secondary  schools); 
social  services;  rooming  and  boarding  houses; 
organizational  hotels  and  lodging  houses  on  a 
membership  basis;  non-commercial  museums, 
art  galleries,  and  botanical  and  zoological  gar¬ 
dens;  membership  organizations  (except  reli¬ 
gious);  non-commercial  education,  scientific, 
and  other  research  organizations;  accounting. 


auditing,  and  bookkeeping  services;  and  other 
services  except  private  households. 

The  results  of  the  1977  Economic  Censuses 
are  being  released  in  printed  reports,  on  mi¬ 
crofiche,  and  on  computer  tapes.  Printed  re¬ 
ports  for  the  individual  economic  censuses  usu¬ 
ally  consist  of  separate  series  for  industries, 
geographic  areas,  and  subject  reports.  For  some 
of  these  series,  preliminary  or  advance  reports 
are  issued  several  months  prior  to  the  final  re¬ 
ports. 

An  announcement  describing  the  1977  Eco¬ 
nomic  Censuses  publication  program  is  avail¬ 
able.  This  announcement  will  be  revised 
periodically  to  reflect  changes  that  may  be  made 
to  the  content  or  scheduled  publication  dates  of 
the  reports.  If  you  wish  to  receive  these  an¬ 
nouncements,  send  your  request  to: 

Subscribers  Services  Section 

Bureau  of  the  Census 

Washington,  D.C.  20233 

The  1977  Economic  Censuses  Publication  Pro¬ 
gram  released  in  October  identifies  the  more 
than  1,200  individual  reports  and  describes  the 
information  which  will  appear  in  the  advance 
reports,  preliminary  reports,  final  reports,  and 
volumes  or  which  will  be  available  on  microfiche 
or  computer  tapes.  It  also  provides  scheduled 
publication  dates  for  each  series  and  describes 
how  they  may  be  obtained. 

The  current  scheduled  publication  dates  aiC 
shown  below: 

1977  Census  of  Construction  Industries 

Preliminary  Reports — Industry  Series  (28 
reports,  December  1978-March  1979) 
Final  Reports — Industry  Series  (28  re¬ 
ports,  July-September  1979) 

— Geographic  Area  Series  (10  reports, 
October  1979-January  1980) 

— Special  Report  Series  (2  microfiche 
reports,  January-February  1980) 
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1977  Census  of  Manufactures 

Preliminary  Reports — Industry  Series  (450 
reports,  December  1978-June  1979) 

— Geographic  Area  Series  (5 1  reports,  April 

1979- June  1979) 

— Summary  Series  (2  reports,  July  1979) 
Final  Reports — Industry  Series  (82  reports, 
September  1979-January  1980) 

— Geographic  Area  Series  (51  reports,  Oc¬ 
tober  1979-February  1980) 

—  Subject  Series  (17  reports,  January 

1980- December  1980) 

1977  Census  of  Mineral  Industries 

Preliminary  Reports — Industry  Series  (38 
reports,  January-June  1979) 

— Summary  Series  (3  reports,  July  1979) 
Final  Reports — Industry  Series  (14  reports, 
October  1979-January  1980) 

— Geographic  Area  Series  (9  reports, 
January-February  1980) 

— Subject  Series  (8  reports,  December 
1979-January  1980) 

1977  Census  of  Retail  Trade 

Advance  Reports  (Final  data) — Geographic 
Area  Series  (52  reports,  December 

1978- July  1979) 

Final  Reports — Geographic  Area  Series  (52 
reports,  February  1979-September  1979) 
— Subject  Series  (2  reports,  December 

1979- March  1980) 

— Retail  Merchandise  Line  Sales  Series  (1 
U.S.  Printed  report  and  51  microfiche 
reports  for  States  and  District  of  Colum¬ 
bia,  April  1980) 

— Major  Retail  Center  Statistics  Series  (49 
reports,  July  1979-December  1979) 

1977  Census  of  Service  Industries 

Advance  Reports  (Final  data) — Geographic 
Area  Series  (53  reports,  January  1979- 
October  1979) 

Final  Reports — Geographic  Area  Series  (53 
reports,  March  1979-October  1979) 

— Subject  Series  (10  reports,  December 
1979-April  1980) 

1977  Census  of  Wholesale  Trade 

Advance  Reports  (Final  data) — Geographic 
Area  Series  (52  reports,  January- 
September  1979) 

Final  Reports — Geographic  Area  Series  (52 
reports,  March-October  1979) 

— Subject  Series  (3  reports,  December 
1979-March  1980) 
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— Wholesale  Commodity  Line  Sales  (1  re¬ 
port,  February  1980) 

1977  Census  of  Transportation 

Final  Reports — National  Travel  Survey  (2 
reports,  March  1978-January  1979) 

— Truck  Inventory  and  Use  Survey  (52  re¬ 
ports,  December  1978-June  1979) 

— Commodity  Transportation  Survey 

Geographic  Area  Series  (8  printed  re¬ 
ports,  October  1979-January  1980) 
Industry  Series  (1  printed  report,  Sep¬ 
tember  1979) 

Commodity  Series  (14  microfiche  reports, 
February-March  1980) 

— Nonregulated  Motor  Carriers  and  Public 
Warehousing  Survey  (1  printed  report, 
January  1980) 

1977  Censuses  of  Outlying  Areas 

Final  Reports — Puerto  Rico  (4  reports, 
May-October  1979) 

— Virgin  Islands  of  the  United  States  (1  re¬ 
port,  August  1979) 

— Guam  (1  report,  August  1979) 

1977  Enterprise  Statistics  ‘ 

Final  Statistics — General  Report  on  Indus¬ 
trial  Organization  (1  report,  November 
1980) 

— Central  Administrative  Offices  and  Aux¬ 
iliaries  (1  report,  October  1980) 

1977  Survey  of  Minority-Owned  Business' Enter¬ 
prises 

Final  Reports — (4  reports,  May-November 
1980) 

1977  Survey  of  W omen-Owned  Businesses 
Final  Report — (1  report,  March  1980) 

Initial  reports  in  each  series  of  the  economic 
censuses  will  be  announced  from  time-to-time  in 


'  The  Enterprise  Statistics  program  consists  of  summary 
tabulations  of  the  data  obtained  for  the  censuses  of  man¬ 
ufactures,  mineral  industries,  wholesale  and  retail  trade, 
service  industries,  and  construction  industries.  Essentially, 
the  program  involves  the  regrouping  of  census  data  rec¬ 
ords  of  establishments  under  common  ownership  or  con¬ 
trol  and  assigning  company  codes  to  show  various  eco¬ 
nomic  characteristics  of  the  firms  that  own  or  control  the 
establishments.  Statistics  for  the  enterprise-establishment 
relationships  are  tabulated  by  type  of  company  organiza¬ 
tion,  by  company  size,  and  by  industry  classification,  as 
well  as  by  cross  tabulations  which  indicate  company  in¬ 
dustrial  diversification  patterns.  One  special  group  of  es¬ 
tablishments,  central  administrative  offices  and  aux¬ 
iliaries,  are  examined  in  detail  in  a  separate  publication. 
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the  Current  Developments  section  of  this  publi¬ 
cation. 

After  the  final  separate  reports  have  been 
published,  they  are  usually  combined,  assem¬ 
bled,  and  reissued  in  clothbound  volumes.  In 
many  instances,  these  volumes  may  contain  ad¬ 
ditional  explanatory  material  and  graphics  not 
previously  published. 

All  of  the  published  material  will  be  available 
on  microfiche.  Most  of  these  same  summary 
statistics  will  also  be  issued  on  public-use  com¬ 
puter  tapes  concurrent  with  the  publication  of 
the  census  volumes.  In  addition,  a  number  of 
unpublished  data  series  which  provide  more 
detail  than  the  printed  reports,  are  made  avail¬ 
able  on  both  microfiche  and  public-use  com¬ 
puter  tapes. 

Another  Census  Bureau  publication,  the 
Mini-Guide  to  the  1977  Economic  Censuses,  re¬ 
leased  in  November  is  a  comprehensive  refer¬ 
ence  guide  to  each  of  the  eleven  1977  economic 
census  programs  conducted  by  the  Census 
Bureau. 

The  Mini-Guide  includes  general  background 
information  on  the  1977  Economic  Censuses,  an 
explanation  of  the  Standard  Industrial  Classifi¬ 
cation  (SIC)  system  and  the  establishment/ 
company  classifications  used  in  tabulating  eco¬ 
nomic  data,  definitions  for  types  of  geographic 
areas  covered  in  the  economic  censuses,  a  sum¬ 
mary  chart  on  the  major  data  items  collected  in 
the  censuses,  brief  descriptions  of  related  eco¬ 
nomic  statistics  programs  carried  on  by  the  Cen¬ 
sus  Bureau,  and  information  on  obtaining  the 
data  in  printed  reports  and  on  computer  tapes. 
The  above  information  is  provided  in  addition 
to  a  description  of  each  economic  census  pro¬ 
gram. 

Individual  copies  of  the  Mini-Guide  may  be 
obtained  from  the: 

Subscribers  Services  Section 

Bureau  of  the  Census 

Washington,  D.C.  20233 

(Donald  E.  Young,  Bureau  of  the  Census, 
Department  of  Commerce,  telephone  (301) 
763-5450.) 

1977  CONSUMER  CREDIT  SURVEY 

The  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Federal  Re¬ 
serve  System  has  recently  released  a  report  en¬ 
titled  1977  Consumer  Credit  Survey.  The  report 


presents  the  first  comprehensive  analysis  of  in¬ 
formation  obtained  in  a  nationwide  survey  of 
nearly  2,600  families  conducted  under  contract 
by  the  Survey  Research  Center,  Institute  for  So¬ 
cial  Research,  University  of  Michigan,  in  August 
and  September  1977.  The  Federal  Deposit  In¬ 
surance  Corporation  and  the  Office  of  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Currency  joined  the  Federal 
Reserve  Board  in  sponsoring  the  fieldwork. 

The  report,  prepared  for  the  Federal  Reserve 
Board  by  Professor  Thomas  A.  Durkin  of 
Pennsylvania  State  University  with  the  assistance 
of  Gregory  E.  Elliehausen,  contains  22  chapters. 
Following  an  introductory  chapter.  Chapters  2 
to  10  of  the  report  examine  survey  questions 
and  findings  about  consumer  awareness,  under¬ 
standing,  attitudes,  and  behavior  regarding 
credit  and  its  regulation.  Discussions  of  survey 
findings  relate  to  the  Truth  in  Lending  Act,  un¬ 
fair  practices  and  complaints,  the  Equal  Credit 
Opportunity  Act,  the  Fair  Credit  Billing  Act, 
credit  insurance,  and  consumer  attitudes  toward 
credit  and  creditors.  Chapters  11  to  21,  which 
provide  information  about  credit  use  and  credit 
users,  review  patterns  of  consumers’  debts,  in¬ 
come,  and  assets,  updating  many  tables  from 
earlier  Surveys  of  Consumer  Finances  undertaken 
by  the  Survey  Research  Center.  Chapter  22 
presents  conclusions. 

Copies  of  the  report  may  be  obtained  from 
Publications  Services,  Division  of  Support  Serv¬ 
ices,  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Federal  Reserve 
System,  Washington,  D.C.  20551.  The  price  is 
$2.00  per  copy.  Remittances  should  be  made 
payable  to  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Reserve  System.  Single  copies  of  the  inter¬ 
view  questionnaire  and  a  technical  appendix  are 
available  without  charge  from  the  same  source. 
(David  Hsia,  Division  of  Consumer  Affairs, 
Federal  Reserve  Board,  telephone  (202)  452- 
3667.) 

NCES  REPORTS  ON  BLACK  COLLEGES  AND 
UNIVERSITIES 

In  carrying  out  its  statutory  responsibilities 
for  “specialized  analyses  of  the  meaning  and 
significance  of  (education)  statistics,”  the  Na¬ 
tional  Center  for  Education  Statistics  has  un¬ 
dertaken  the  study  of  institutions  of  higher  edu¬ 
cation  which  serve  black  students.  The  first  re¬ 
port  in  a  projected  series  is  now  available,  enti¬ 
tled  Traditionally  Black  Institutions  of  Higher 
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Education:  Their  Identification  and  Selected 
Characteristics.  It  identifies  106  traditionally 
black  institutions,  describes  the  procedures  used 
to  compile  the  list,  and  presents  selected  items 
of  descriptive  information  about  each  institu¬ 
tion. 

Single  copies  of  the  report  may  be  obtained 
from  John  A.  Michael,  National  Center  for 
Education  Statistics,  Room  3I53G,  400  Mary¬ 
land  Avenue,  S.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20202. 
Multiple  copies  are  available  from  the  Govern¬ 
ment  Printing  Office  for  $1.00  per  copy,  GPO 
Stock  No.  017-080-01949-3.  (Jean  Brandes, 
National  Center  For  Education  Statistics, 
Department  of  Health,  Education,  and 
Welfare,  telephone  (202)  472-5026.) 

FARMERS'  USE  OF  PESTICIDES  IN  1976 

In  an  effort  to  obtain  information  on  costs 
and  benefits  of  pesticides,  the  Economics, 
Statistics,  and  Cooperatives  Service  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Agriculture  conducted  an  extensive 
survey  in  1977.  Results  of  the  study  are  now- 
available  in  Farmers'  Use  of  Pesticides  in  1976,  Ag¬ 
ricultural  Economic  Report  No.  418. 

The  study  was  based  primarily  on  a  personal 
interview  survey  of  about  6,200  farmers 
throughout  the  48  contiguous  States.  The  inter¬ 
views  provided  detailed  information  for  1976 
on  quantities  of  specific  pesticides  used,  acreage 
treated,  methods  of  application  and  pests  con¬ 
trolled  for  12  major  crops,  pasture  and  range- 
land.  (Theodore  R.  Eichers,  Economics, 
Statistics,  and  Cooperatives  Service,  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  telephone  (202) 
447-6620.) 


FARM  POPULATION  TRENDS  AND  FARM 
CHARACTERISTICS 

The  Economics,  Statistics,  and  Cooperatives 
Service  (ESCS)  of  the  Department  of  Agricul¬ 
ture  has  issued  a  comprehensive  analysis  enti¬ 
tled  Farm  Population  Trends  and  Farm  Charac¬ 
teristics.  The  analysis  reveals  that  while  total 
farm  population  is  declining,  the  number  of 
people  living  on  farms  which  produce  the  bulk 
of  the  Nation’s  food  and  fiber  is  increasing.  Es¬ 
timates  in  the  report  are  based  on  data  obtained 
in  the  1970,  1973  and  1975  June  Enumerative 
Surveys  of  ESCS.  In  all  years,  information  was 
obtained  from  about  24,000  farm  households 


associated  with  about  16,300  sample  area  seg¬ 
ments  in  the  48  coterminous  States.  (Vera  J. 
Banks,  Economics,  Statistics,  and 
Cooperatives  Service,  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture,  telephone  (202)  447-8201.) 

U.S.  WINE  MARKET 

Agricultural  Economic  Report  No.  417  enti¬ 
tled  The  U.S.  Wine  Market  has  been  released  by 
the  Economics,  Statistics,  and  Cooperatives 
Service  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 
In  the  report,  U.S.  wine  buyers  are  identified  by 
major  demographic  characteristics,  wine  prod¬ 
ucts  purchased  and  intended  use  of  these  prod¬ 
ucts.  Data  used  in  the  analysis  were  gathered 
from  a  panel  of  households  in  the  United  States 
consisting  of  about  7,000  households  at  any  one 
time  between  February  1975  and  January  1976. 
The  information  developed  includes  (1)  an 
analysis  of  the  demographic  characteristics  of 
wine  purchasing  households  by  type  of  wine 
purchased,  (2)  the  proportion  of  the  total 
population  in  a  given  region  that  buys  wine,  (3) 
the  estimated  market  shares  held  by  the  largest 
wine  companies,  (4)  the  average  prices  paid  for 
various  types  of  wine  in  the  United  States  by 
wine  type  and  individual  company,  (5)  the  de¬ 
gree  of  brand  preference  in  wine  purchasing, 
(6)  the  changing  wine  purchasing  patterns  in 
the  United  States,  (7)  estimated  statistical  mar¬ 
ket  demand  functions  for  various  wines  and 
pricing  policy  implications,  and  (8)  general  facts 
about  wine  buying  and  motivation  for  pur¬ 
chasing  wines.  (John  L.  Baritelle,  Economics, 
Statistics,  and  Cooperatives  Service,  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  telephone  (202) 
447-8444.) 

AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS,  1978 

The  Economics,  Statistics,  and  Cooperatives 
Service  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  has 
just  issued  the  1978  edition  of  Agricultural 
Statistics.  This  popular  publication  is  issued  each 
year  to  meet  the  diverse  needs  for  a  reliable  ref- 
erence  book  on  agricultural  production, 
supplies,  consumption,  facilities,  costs  and  re¬ 
turns.  Information  is  included  for  all  crops, 
livestock  and  livestock  products,  farm  resources, 
income  and  expenses,  taxes,  price-support  pro¬ 
grams,  conservation  programs  and  forestry.  Its 
589  pages  of  tables  of  annual  data  cover  a  wide 
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variety  of  facts  in  a  form  suited  to  most  common 
use  and  include  statistics  compiled  from 
throughout  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 
(Melvin  L.  Koehn,  Economics,  Statistics,  and 
Cooperatives  Service,  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture,  telephone  (202)  447-2130.) 

BUSINESS  INCOME  TAX  RETURNS 

The  Internal  Revenue  Service  has  recently 
released  the  Preliminary  Report,  Statistics  of 
Income — 1976,  Business  Income  Tax  Returns,  pre¬ 
senting  data  from  the  returns  of  sole  propriet¬ 
orship  and  partnership  businesses. 

Receipts,  deductions,  and  profits  are  included 
in  four  tables  covering  the  business  activities  of 
almost  12.5  million  unincorporated  businesses. 
Data  are  presented  by  200  industry  groupings 
adapted  from  the  1972  Standard  Industrial  Clas¬ 
sification  Manual.  All  data  in  the  report  are  esti¬ 
mates  based  on  samples. 

More  comprehensive  statistics  from  business 
income  tax  returns  will  be  published  in  the 
complete  report  for  1976  now  in  preparation. 

Copies  of  the  44-page  Preliminary  Report, 
Statistics  of  Income — 1976,  Business  Income  Tax 
Returns,  IRS  Publication,  453  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S. 
Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C. 
20402  for  $2.10,  G.P.O.  Stock  Number  048- 
004-01586-2  (John  DiPaolo,  Statistics  Divi¬ 
sion,  Internal  Revenue  Service,  Department 
OF  THE  Treasury,  telephone  (202)  376-0151.) 

CORPORATION  INCOME  TAX  RETURNS 

The  Internal  Revenue  Service  has  recently 
released  the  complete  Report,  Statistics  of 
Income — 1974,  Corporation  Income  Tax  Returns 
with  accounting  periods  ended  July  1974 
through  June  1975.  The  report  includes  statisti¬ 
cal  estimates  of  corporate  receipts,  deductions, 
net  income  (both  for  book  and  tax  purposes), 
assets,  liabilities,  income  tax  liability,  tax  credits, 
and  distributions  to  stockholders.  Statistical  es¬ 
timates  are  also  provided  on  the  corporate  tax 
base  and  on  the  computation  of  the  income  tax 
and  additional  tax  for  tax  preferences 
(“Minimum  tax”). 

Also  included  in  the  report  are  statistics  on 
several  categories  of  tax  returns.  These  include 
returns  with  net  income,  consolidated  returns, 
returns  of  members  of  Controlled  Groups,  re¬ 
turns  of  Small  Business  Corporations  electing  to 
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be  taxed  through  their  stockholders,  and  re¬ 
turns  of  Domestic  International  Sales  Corpora¬ 
tions  (Disc’s). 

Copies  of  the  282-page  report  may  be  pur¬ 
chased  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents, 
U.S.  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington, 
D.C.  20402,  for  $4.75  a  copy,  G.P.O.  Stock 
Number  048-004-01583-8.  (Joel  R.  Stubbs, 
Statistics  Division,  Internal  Revenue 
Service,  Department  of  the  Treasury,  tele¬ 
phone  (202)  376-0102.) 

RECENT  VITAL  AND  HEALTH  STATISTICS 

Described  below  are  some  of  the  reports  pub¬ 
lished  recently  by  the  National  Center  for 
Health  Statistics  in  the  vital  and  health  statistics 
series.  Single  copies  of  these  publications  are 
available  free  of  charge  from  NCHS,  Room 
1-57,  Center  Building,  3700  East-West  High¬ 
way,  Hyattsville,  Maryland  20782,  Attention:  M. 
Murray,  or  call  (301)  436-NCHS. 

Series  1  (Programs  and  collection  procedures): 

Background  and  Development  of  the  National  Re¬ 
porting  System  for  Family  Planning  Services  (No. 
13,  DHEW  Publication  No.  (PHS)  78-1313,  64 
pp.)  presents  the  background,  development, 
and  operational  procedures  of  the  National  Re¬ 
porting  System  for  Family  Planning  Services 
from  the  time  of  its  inception  in  1968  through 
its  status  in  1975.  A  description  of  the  Provi¬ 
sional  Reporting  System  for  Family  Planning 
Services,  the  predecessor  of  the  National  Re¬ 
porting  System,  is  included.  A  brief  description 
of  the  legislative  and  historical  backgrounds 
concerning  the  involvement  of  the  Federal  Gov¬ 
ernment  in  providing  family  planning  services  is 
also  given.  The  last  section  of  the  report  in¬ 
cludes  a  discussion  of  the  growth  of  the  report¬ 
ing  system  during  the  first  6  full  years  of  its  op¬ 
eration  as  well  as  a  brief  description  of  the  con¬ 
version  of  the  100-percent  system  to  a  sample 
survey  during  1977. 

Plan  and  Operations  of  the  HANES  I  Augumenta- 
tion  Survey  of  Adults  25-74  Years,  United  States, 
1974-1975  (No.  14,  DHEW  Publication  No. 
(PHS)  78-1314,  110  pp.)  describes  the  15- 
month  augmentation  phase  of  the  detailed 
Health  Examination  Survey-the  HANES  Aug¬ 
mentation  Survey.  Components  of  the  HANES  I 
Detailed  Examination  Survey  that  were  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  Augmentation  Survey  are  out- 
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lined,  and  new  procedures  instituted  for  the 
Augmentation  Survey  are  described.  Both  the 
goals  of  the  HANES  Augmentation  Survey  and 
its  design  are  presented  as  are  plans  for  analysis 
and  publication  of  data.  Copies  of  the  forms 
used  in  HANES  I  (the  first  Health  and  Nutri¬ 
tion  Examination  Survey)  can  be  found  in  ap¬ 
pendix  I. 

Series  2  (Data  evaluation  and  methods  re¬ 
search): 

The  Construction  and  Utility  of  Three  Indexes  of 
Intellectual  Achievement:  An  Intellectual- 
Development  (ID)  Index,  A  Socio-Intellectual-Status 
(SIS)  Index,  A  Differential-Intellectual-Development 
(DID)  Index,  U.S.  Children  and  Youths,  6-17  Years 
(No.  74,  DHEW  Publication  No.  (HRA)  78- 
1348,  26  pp.)  describes  the  construction  and  use 
of  three  new  indexes  of  intellectual  achievement 
for  U.S.  children  and  youths.  These  three  in¬ 
dexes  should  prove  of  major  significance  to  be¬ 
havioral  scientists.  In  addition,  criterion  scaling, 
as  described,  should  encourage  application  in 
diverse  areas  of  scale  or  index  construction.  The 
ID  index  is  basically  comparable  to  an  IQ  index. 
The  SIS  index  is  somewhat  analogous  to  a 
socio-economic-status  index  calibrated  to  reflect 
the  contribution  of  selected  family  background 
factors  to  intellectual  development  which 
existed  independently  of  the  child’s  or  youth’s 
own  control.  The  DID  index  reflects  the  child’s 
or  youth’s  intellectual  achievement  independent 
of  the  SIS  family  background  contribution  to 
tbe  index  of  Intellectual  Development. 

Synthetic  Estimation  of  State  Health  Characteristics 
Based  on  the  Health  Interview  Survey  (No.  75, 
DHEW  Publication  No.  (PHS)  78-1349,  22  pp.) 
is  the  result  of  contracts  between  the  National 
Center  for  Health  Statistics  and  the  School  of 
Public  Health,  University  of  Illinois.  It  examines 
methods  that  have  been  proposed  or  used  for 
obtaining  local  estimates  of  health  characteris¬ 
tics  for  smaller  areas.  Particular  emphasis  is 
given  to  discussion  and  evaluation  of  synthetic 
estimation  procedures  developed  originally  at 
NCHS  for  purposes  of  estimating  levels  of 
health  characteristics  obtained  from  the  Health 
Interview  Survey  (HIS)  for  each  State  and  the 
District  of  Columbia.  National  estimates  of  the 
characteristics  specific  to  demographic  sub¬ 
groups  are  combined  with  estimates  of  the  pro¬ 
portional  distribution  of  the  local  population 
into  the  subgroups.  The  subgroups  are  chosen 
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for  their  relevance  to  the  characteristic  being 
examined. 

National  Survey  of  Family  Growth,  Cycle  I:  Sam¬ 
ple  Design,  Estimation  Procedures,  and  Variance  Es¬ 
timation  (No.  76,  DHEW  Publication  No.  (PHS) 
78-1350,  32  pp.)  describes  in  detail  the  sample 
design  and  sample  selection  procedures,  the 
techniques  used  to  estimate  population 
parameters,  and  the  procedures  used  to  esti¬ 
mate  sampling  variances  for  Cycle  I  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Survey  of  Eamily  Growth  (NSFG).  This 
survey  was  established  in  1972  as  part  of  the 
NCHS  program  in  response  to  the  need  for  cur¬ 
rent  information  on  the  interrelated  topics  of 
fertility,  family  planning,  and  their  effects  on 
population  growth.  Reports  of  findings  of  the 
survey  are  appearing  in  Advance  Data  from  Vital 
and  Health  Statistics  and  in  Series  23  of  Vital  and 
Health  Statistics. 

Series  4  (Documents  and  committee  reports): 

Statistics  Needed  for  National  Policies  Related  to 
Fertility:  A  Report  of  the  United  States  National 
Committee  on  Vital  and  Health  Statistics  (No.  18, 
DHEW  Publication  No.  (PHS)  78-1455,  154 
pp.)  addresses  the  need  for  sound  statistical  in¬ 
formation  as  a  basis  for  evolving  important  na¬ 
tional  policies  related  to  fertility.  Many  of  the 
policy  issues  and  corresponding  data  needs  were 
expressed  by  the  Commission  on  Population 
Growth  and  the  American  Future.  This  report 
systematically  reviews  existing  data  and  makes 
specific  recommendations  for  statistics  in  six 
major  areas:  (1)  fertility  statistics  and  policies 
concerning  population  change,  (2)  desired  and 
actual  births — timing  and  number,  (3)  marital 
patterns  in  relation  to  fertility,  (4)  female 
employment,  the  status  of  women,  and  child 
care,  (5)  social  and  economic  correlates  of  fer¬ 
tility,  and  (6)  methods  of  fertility  control — 
contraception,  sterilization,  and  abortion.  The 
recommendations  are  summarized  and  or¬ 
ganized  into  three  main  classes:  data  collection 
systems,  analysis,  and  methods  of  dissemination. 
A  distinction  is  made  in  each  class  as  to  whether 
the  recommendation  is  addressed  primarily  to 
the  National  Center  for  Health  Statistics  or  the 
U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census  (two  organizations 
that  collect  most  national  statistics  on  fertility). 

Series  10  (Data  from  the  Health  Interview  Sur¬ 
vey): 

Current  Estimates  From  the  Health  Interview  Sur- 
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vey.  United  States— 197 5  (No.  115,  DHEW  Publi¬ 
cation  No.  (HRA)  77-1543,  74  pp.)  presents  es¬ 
timates  on  the  incidence  of  acute  illnesses  and 
injuries,  number  of  persons  reporting  limitation 
of  activity,  number  of  persons  injured,  hospital 
discharges,  persons  with  hospital  episodes,  dis¬ 
ability  days,  and  frequency  of  dental  and  physi¬ 
cian  visits  among  the  civilian  noninstitution- 
alized  population  of  the  United  States. 
Comparison  is  made  between  1975  data  and  es¬ 
timates  for  the  years  1972,  1973,  and  1974.  Es¬ 
timates  of  per  capita  and  average  out-of-pocket 
health  costs  borne  by  the  population  during 
1974  are  shown.  Data  were  collected  in  the 
Health  Interview  Survey  during  1975  in  an  on¬ 
going  nationwide  sampling  of  households. 

Disability  Days,  United  States,  1973  (No.  118, 
DHEW  Publication  No.  (PHS)  78-1546,  53  pp.) 
presents  statistics  on  the  number  and  annual 
rates  of  disability  days  based  on  data  collected  in 
household  interviews  during  1975  for  the 
Health  Interview  Survey.  It  includes  the 
number  of  days  of  restricted  activity  and  bed 
disability  per  person  per  year,  days  lost  from 
work  per  currently  employed  person  per  year, 
and  days  lost  from  school  per  school-age  child 
6-16  years  old  per  year.  The  demographic 
characteristics  used  in  this  report  to  describe 
persons  who  experienced  disability  days  are  age, 
sex,  place  of  residence,  geographic  region,  fam¬ 
ily  income,  usual  activity  status,  race,  employ¬ 
ment  status,  and  for  the  currently  employed 
population,  industry  and  occupation. 

Acute  Conditions,  Incidence  and  Associated  Dis¬ 
ability,  United  States,  July  1973-June  1976  (No. 
120,  DHEW  Publication  No.  (PHS)  78-1548,  66 
pp)  is  a  report  based  on  data  collected  in 
household  interviews  of  the  civilian 
noninstitutionalized  population  of  the  United 
States  during  fiscal  year  July  1975-June  1976. 
Data  are  included  on  the  incidence  of  acute 
conditions  and  the  associated  days  of  restricted 
activity,  bed  disability,  and  time  lost  from  work 
or  school,  by  age,  sex,  calendar  quarter,  place  of 
residence,  and  geographic  region.  Appendixes 
provide  technical  notes  on  methods,  definitions 
of  terms,  and  facsimiles  of  the  survey  question¬ 
naire. 

Series  1 1  (Data  from  the  Health  Examination 
Survey): 

Forced  Vital  Capacity  of  Children  6-11  Years, 
United  States  (No.  164,  DHEW  Publication  No. 
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(PHS)  78-1651,  30  pp.)  presents  forced  vital 
capacity  measurements  of  children  6-11  years 
of  age  in  the  United  States,  1963-65,  by  age, 
sex,  race,  stature,  and  sitting  height.  These  data 
also  are  discussed  and  appraised  as  clinical 
standards  with  a  view  to  their  epidemiologic 
value  and  their  consideration  as  one  of  the 
many  physical  and  physiologic  parameters  of 
the  growing  child.  A  list  of  recommended  ad¬ 
justing  factors  to  the  reported  values  is  in¬ 
cluded,  and  critical  unanswered  questions  are 
posed. 

Cardiovascular  Conditions  of  Children  6-11  Years 
and  Youths  12-17  Years,  United  States,  1963-1963 
and  1966-1970  (No.  166,  DHEW  Publication 
No.  (PHS)  78-1653,  47  pp.)  contains  national 
estimates  of  the  prevalence  of  heart  and  other 
circulatory  conditions,  known  and  previously 
unknown,  among  noninstitutionalized  children 
age  6-11  years  and  youths  age  12-17  years  in 
the  United  States.  These  data  are  based  on  the 
diagnostic  impression  findings  in  the  stand¬ 
ardized  examination  and  medical  history  from 
the  Health  Examination  Surveys  of  1963-1965 
and  1966-1970. 

Refraction  Status  and  Motility  Defects  of  Persons 
4-74  Years,  United  States,  1971-1972  (No.  206, 
DHEW  Publication  No.  (PHS)  78-1654,  124 
pp.)  presents  national  estimates  on  refraction 
status  and  potential  and  mobility  defects  among 
the  U.S.  civilian  noninstitutionalized  population 
4-74  years  of  age.  Some  limited  motility  data 
for  children  1-3  years  old  are  included.  These 
estimates,  based  on  the  ophthalmology  exam¬ 
ination  and  medical  history  findings  from  the 
Health  and  Nutrition  Examination  Survey  of 
1971-72,  are  analyzed  with  resfject  to  age,  sex, 
race,  ancestry,  region,  population  size  of  place 
of  residence,  and  annual  family  income. 

Total  Serum  Cholesterol  Levels  of  Children  4-17 
Years,  United  States  1971-74  (No.  207,  DHEW 
Publication  No.  (PHS)  78-1655,  38  pp.)  pre¬ 
sents  and  analyzes  total  serum  cholesterol  find¬ 
ings  among  children  4-17  years  of  age  in  the 
civilian  noninstitutionalized  population  of  the 
United  States,  obtained  in  the  Health  and  Nu¬ 
trition  Examination  Survey  (HANES),  1971-74. 
Age,  sex,  and  race  differences  in  total  serum 
cholesterol  determinations  are  included. 

Series  13  (Data  on  health  resources  utilization): 

The  National  Ambulatory  Medical  Care  Survey: 
1973  Summary,  United  States,  January-December 
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1975  (No.  33,  DHEW  Publication  No.  (PHS) 
78-1784,  62  pp.)  presents  statistics  that  describe 
ambulatory  medical  care  rendered  in  physicians’ 
offices  based  on  data  obtained  from  a  national 
sample  of  office-based  physicians.  Statistics  are 
given  on  the  volume  of  office  visits  and  annual 
visit  rate  by  age,  sex,  and  color  of  the  patient 
and  by  selected  physician  characteristics.  Data 
describing  the  clinical  substance  of  these  visits 
include  the  patient’s  problem  or  complaint, 
prior-visit  status,  seriousness  of  the  problem, 
physician’s  diagnosis,  diagnostic  and  therapeutic 
procedures,  disposition  of  the  case,  and  dura¬ 
tion  of  the  visit. 

Surgical  Operations  in  Short-Stay  Hospitals, 
United  States,  1973  (No.  34,  DHEW  Publication 
No.  (PHS)  78-1785,  68  pp.)  presents  estimates 
of  the  surgical  operations  and  procedures  per¬ 
formed  during  1975  in  non-Federal  general  and 
special  short-stay  hospitals.  Estimates  are  pre¬ 
sented  of  the  number  of  inpatient  discharges 
with  surgery  and  the  volume  of  all-listed  opera¬ 
tions  grouped  by  surgical  class.  The  data  were 
gathered  in  the  Hospital  Discharge  Survey 
which  collects  data  abstracted  from  the  medical 
records  of  discharges  sampled  from  a  stratified 
random  sample  of  the  short-stay  hospitals  lo¬ 
cated  in  the  50  States  and  the  District  of  Colum¬ 
bia.  Demographic,  diagnostic,  and  surgical  data 
for  each  sample  discharge  are  abstracted  from 
the  face  of  summary  sheet  of  the  patient’s  hos¬ 
pital  medical  record.  During  1975,  about 
232,000  sample  discharge  records  were 
abstracted  from  432  hospitals  that  participated 
in  the  survey. 

Ambulatory  Care  Utilization  Patterns  of  Children 
and  Young  Adults:  National  Ambulatory  Medical 
Care  Survey,  United  States,  January-December  1975 
(No.  39,  DHEW  Publication  No.'(PHS)  78-1790, 
43  pp.)  presents  data  obtained  from  the  1975 
National  Ambulatory  Medical  Care  Survey  of 
office-based  physicians.  Statistics  are  presented 
in  this  report  on  the  utilization  of  ambulatory- 
care  by  children  and  young  adults  under  22 
years  of  age.  Ambulatory  care  visits  are  de¬ 
scribed  in  terms  of  demographic  characteristics 
of  the  patients,  characteristics  of  the  visit,  and 
characteristics  of  the  physician’s  practice.  Also 
shown  are  distributions  of  office  visits  according 
to  the  patient’s  prior-visit  status,  the  patient’s 
problem  or  complaint,  seriousness  of  the  prob¬ 
lem,  physician’s  diagnosis,  diagnostic  and 


therapeutic  services  ordered  or  provided,  and 
disposition  and  duration  of  the  visit. 

Series  14  (Data  on  health  resources:  manpower 
and  facilities): 

The  National  Inventory  of  Family  Planning  Serv¬ 
ices:  1975  Survey  Results  (No.  19,  DHEW  Publi¬ 
cation  No.  (PHS)  78-1814,  35  pp.)  presents 
statistics  from  the  1975  survey  of  the  National 
Inventory  of  Family  Planning  Services  on  the 
demographic  and  institutional  characteristics  of 
service  sites  that  provide  medical  and  nonmedi¬ 
cal  family  planning  services.  The  survey  is  the 
second  of  the  periodic  surveys  to  be  conducted 
to  acquire  information  on  the  facilities  that  pro¬ 
vide  family  planning  services  in  the  50  States, 
the  District  of  Columbia,  Puerto  Rico,  the  Vir¬ 
gin  Islands,  American  Samoa,  Guam,  and  the 
Canal  Zone.  Data  are  presented  in  terms  of 
physical  location  of  the  sites,  their  primary  pur¬ 
pose  and  operating  responsibility,  the  number 
of  patients  served,  the  medical  and  ancillary 
services  provided,  and  the  contraceptive 
methods  available. 

Series  21  (Data  on  natality,  marriage,  and  di¬ 
vorce): 

Divorces  and  Divorce  Rates,  United  States  (No. 
29,  DHEW  Publication  No.  (PHS)  78-1907,  60 
pp.)  analyzes  divorce  data  for  the  early  and 
middle  1970’s.  Since  1963,  numbers  of  divorces 
and  divorce  rates  have  increased  rapidly.  This 
increase  continued  through  1976,  but  it  was  less 
rapid  than  for  earlier  years.  Similar  increases 
were  found  in  many  foreign  countries.  Divorce 
rates  for  1970  specified  by  age,  race,  number  of 
this  marriage,  and  number  of  children  were 
prepared  for  each  reporting  State  and  national 
rates  by  duration  of  marriage  were  estimated, 
using  as  denominators  data  from  the  1970  De¬ 
cennial  Census.  Data  on  combined  characteris¬ 
tics  of  divorcing  persons  and  on  children  in¬ 
volved  in  divorce  are  presented  for  the 
divorce-registration  area. 

1 978  STATISTICAL  ABSTRACT 

The  1978  edition  of  the  Statistical  Abstract  of 
the  United  States,  published  by  the  U.S.  Bureau 
of  the  Census,  is  now  available.  This  volume  of 
summary  statistics,  the  99th  annual  edition, 
presents  more  than  1,600  tables  and  charts  on 
the  social,  political,  and  economic  organization 
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of  the  United  States  and  serves  as  a  guide  to 
other  statistical  publications. 

Statistics  shown  for  each  subject  in  this  edition 
are  for  the  most  recent  year  or  period  available 
by  mid-September  1978.  As  in  the  past,  all  ta¬ 
bles  and  charts  appearing  in  the  previous  edi¬ 
tion  were  reviewed  and  evaluated,  new  tables 
and  charts  of  current  interest  were  added,  con¬ 
tinuing  series  were  updated,  and  less  timely  data 
were  condensed  or  eliminated. 

There  are  88  new  tables  in  this  edition  of  the 
Abstract,  reflecting  subjects  of  strong  and  con¬ 
tinuing  public  interest.  Among  those  dealing 
with  the  behavior  of  people  are  tables  on  per¬ 
sons  living  alone,  characteristics  of  widows, 
medical  malpractice  insurance  premiums,  chil¬ 
dren  immunized  against  specified  diseases, 
societal  dependency  ratios,  volunteer  workers, 
and  Nobel  prize  laureates.  Prominent  among 
tables  on  government  concerns  are  those  on 
alient  deportation,  public  school  employment, 
assessed  property  values  and  property  tax  rev¬ 
enue,  military  reserve  costs,  and  congressional 
campaign  finances.  Tables  presenting  data  on 
industry  include  those  on  major  collective  bar¬ 
gaining  settlements,  energy  consumption, 
foreign  lending  by  large  U.S.  banks,  motor  ve¬ 
hicle  safety  defect  recalls,  corporate  farms,  and 
sales  prices  of  new  one-family  homes. 

\  significant  refinement  in  the  latest  edition 
of  the  Abstract  can  be  found  in  Appendix  III, 
Statistical  Methodology  and  Reliability.  This  ap¬ 
pendix  was  first  introduced  in  1976  to  provide 
the  user  with  a  greater  awareness  of  the 
shortcomings  of  the  data  presented,  an  under¬ 
standing  of  how  data  were  collected,  and  refer¬ 
ences  for  further  information.  The  format  of 
the  appendix  has  undergone  major  revision. 
The  information  about  the  censuses  and  surveys 
has  been  reorganized  in  columnar  form  into 


seven  major  categories  to  achieve  a  more  com¬ 
pact  and  uniform  presentation.  In  addition,  to 
facilitate  reference,  the  description  of  each  of 
the  censuses  and/or  surveys  now  appears  under 
the  title  of  the  section  to  which  it  is  most  rel¬ 
evant. 

Recent  Social  and  Economic  Trends,  a  reprint 
from  the  “Recent  Trends”  section  of  the  Statis¬ 
tical  Abstract,  presents  a  profile  of  current  trends 
in  22  major  subject  areas,  such  as  population, 
health,  law  enforcement,  welfare,  employment, 
business,  and  energy.  This  reprint  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  for  $.90  per  copy  (GPO  stock  number 
003-021-01650-8).  USA  Statistics  in  Brief,  a 
pocket-size  summary  of  socioeconomic  data,  is 
included  as  an  insert  in  the  Abstract,  and  is  also 
available  separately  for  $.60  each  (GPO  stock 
number  003-024-01649-4). 

The  Statistical  Abstract  of  the  United  States,  1978 
(1,057  pp.)  may  be  purchased  (at  prices  reduced 
from  last  year’s)  in  either  a  clothbound  edition 
($10.50,  GPO  stock  number  003-024-01648-6) 
or  a  paperbound  edition  ($6.75,  GPO  stock 
number  003-024-01647-8).  All  three  reports 
are  available  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office, 
Washington,  D.C.  20402.  A  discount  of  25  per¬ 
cent  is  allowed  on  orders  of  100  or  more  copies 
sent  to  the  same  address.  Copies  may  also  be 
purchased  in  or  ordered  from  Government 
Printing  Office  bookstores  usually  located  in  the 
Federal  Building  of  larger  cities  (e.g.  Atlanta, 
Boston,  Chicago,  Houston,  New  York,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Seattle,  etc.);  consult  your  local  telephone 
directory.  In  Washington,  D.C.,  copies  may  be 
purchased  at  the  bookstore  in  the  lobby  of  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Commerce,  14th  and  Con¬ 
stitution  Avenue,  N.W.,  telephone  (202)  967- 
3527.  (William  Lerner,  Bureau  of  the  Cen¬ 
sus,  Department  of  Commerce,  telephone 
(301)  763-7024.) 
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1978  INDEX,  JULY  TO  DECEMBER 


This  index  for  Statistical  Reporter  lists  the  arti¬ 
cles  and  news  items  which  appeared  in  the  is¬ 
sues  from  July  to  December  1978,  Nos.  78-10 
through  79-3.  The  listing  is  by  agency.  Where 
more  than  one  agency  was  involved,  the  article 
is  listed  under  each  agency. 

Agency  listings  are  under  headings;  For 
example, 

LABOR,  DEPARTMENT  OF 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 

Entries  are  shown  by  month  and  page.  Fea¬ 
ture  articles  are  shown  by  agency  as  well  as  in  a 


separate  section. 

Feature  Articles 

An  error  profile  for  the  current  population  survey 

employment  statistics  (December) .  89 

Environmental  monitoring  (July)  .  337 

Improving  statistics  in  the  coming  decade  (October)  1 

LABSTAT:  The  BLS  data  base  and  information 

system  (September) .  395 

Planning  and  coordination  of  the  Federal  statistics 

system  (August) .  353 

Principles  and  procedures  for  the  review  and 
maintenance  of  the  establishment  standard  in¬ 
dustrial  classification  manual  (December) .  93 

Standard  metropolitan  statistical  classification  (pro¬ 
posed  criteria  for  defining  areas  for  New  England 

(August)  .  367 

Standard  metropolitan  statistical  classification  (sec¬ 
ond  proposal  for  criteria  revision)  (November) ...  53 

Statistical  Policy  Coordination  Committee  (Sep¬ 
tember)  .  385 

Schedule  of  release  dates  for  principal  federal  eco¬ 
nomic  indicators: 

Schedule  for  August  (July) .  350 

Schedule  for  September  (August) .  380 

Schedule  for  October  (September) .  405 

Schedule  for  November  (October) .  48 

Schedule  for  December  (November) .  83 

Schedule  for  January  (December) .  103 

Agency  Listing 

AGRICULTURE,  DEPARTMENT  OF 

Economics,  Statistics,  and  Cooperatives  Service: 

Balance  sheet  of  the  farming  sector  (December)  100 


Food  stamp  participation  of  hired  farmworker 


families  (July) .  344 

Hired  farm  working  force,  1976  (September)  ..  399 

Rural  education  and  rural  labor  force  in  the 
seventies  (December .  100 


Agency  Listing 

AMERICAN  STATISTICAL  ASSOCIATION 

New  ASA  fellows — 1978  (September) .  402 

ASSOCIATION  OF  PUBLIC  DATA  USERS 

1978  Annual  meeting  (August) .  379 

COMMERCE,  DEPARTMENT  OF 
Bureau  of  Economic  Analysis: 

1977  Business  statistics  (September)  .  401 

U.S.  merchandise  trade  data  (October)  .  45 

Bureau  of  the  Census: 

An  error  profile  for  the  current  population 

survey  employment  statistics  (December) .  89 

Census  bureau  methodological  research  1977 
(October)  .  45 

1978  Census  of  agriculture  (December) .  97 

Census  source  document  for  water  resource 

planners  (August) .  376 

County  and  city  data  book,  1977  (October) .  42 

Estimates  of  the  U.S.  population  by  age,  race, 

and  sex:  1970  to  1977  (October) .  43 

Fertility  of  American  women:  June  1977  and 

June  1978  (December) .  100 

Guide  to  census  data  on  the  elderly  (December)  100 
Marital  status  and  living  arrangements  (July)  ..  344 

Money  income  and  poverty  status  in  1977  of 

families  and  persons  (October)  .  43 

Money  income  in  1976  of  families  and  persons 

(October)  .  43 

1977  Population  profile  of  the  United  States 

(August)  .  375 

Registration  and  voting  in  November  1976 — 
jurisdiction  covered  by  the  voting  rights  act 

amendments  of  1975  (December) .  99 

Poverty  status  in  1976  (October) .  44 

Review  of  American  fertility  (October) .  44 

State  and  local  agencies  preparing  population 

estimates  and  projections  (October) .  42 

Voting  and  registration  in  the  election  of 

November  1976  (July) .  345 

Office  of  the  Chief  Economist: 

Statistical  policy  coordination  committee  (Sep¬ 
tember)  .  385 

Office  of  Federal  Statistical  Policy  and  Standards; 

Alphabetic  index  to  SOC  manual  (November)  . .  77 

Availability  of  the  framework  (December) .  97 

Improving  statistics  in  the  coming  decade  (Oc¬ 
tober)  .  1 

OFSPS  issues  statistical  policy  handbook .  398 

Pan  american  statistical  day  (July)  .  349 

Principles  and  procedures  for  the  review  and 
maintenance  of  the  establishment  standard 
industrial  classification  manual  (December)  . .  93 
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Agency  Listing 

Standard  metropolitan  statistical  classification 
(proposed  criteria  for  defining  areas  for  New 

England)  (August)  .  367 

Standard  metropolitan  statistical  classification 

(second  proposal  for  criteria  revision)  .  53 

Statistical  policy  working  papers  available 

(September) .  399 

Two  new  SMSA’s  announced  (December) .  97 

COMMITTEE  ON  NATIONAL  STATISTICS 

Environmental  monitoring  (July)  .  337 

Planning  and  coordination  of  the  federal  statistics 

system  (August) .  353 

FEDERAL  HOME  LOAN  BANK  BOARD 
Savings  and  loan  association  income  (August)  ....  375 

FEDERAL  RESERVE  BOARD 

FRB  reduces  statistical  reporting  burden  on  banks 

(July) .  343 

Federal  reserve  annual  report  (August) .  377 

FRB  consumer  credit  survey  extended  (Sep¬ 
tember)  .  399 


HEALTH,  EDUCATION,  AND  WELFARE,  DE¬ 
PARTMENT  OF 
Administration  on  Aging: 

1976  Estimates  of  elderly  population  by  county 


(September) .  400 

National  Center  for  Education  Statistics: 

Changing  patterns  of  degree  awards  to  women 

(October)  .  45 

Classification  of  educational  subject  matter 

(July)  .  346 

Digest  of  education  statistics,  1977-78  edition 

(July)  .  347 

Education  directory,  colleges  and  universities, 

1977-78  (August) .  377 

Education  directory,  public  school  systems, 

1977-78  (November) .  80 

Indicators  of  youth  unemployment  and  educa¬ 
tion  (November)  .  78 

Information  on  language  minorities  in  U.S. 
from  the  survey  of  income  and  education 

(November) .  78 

NCES  promotes  statistical  capacity  of  state  edu¬ 
cation  agencies  (December) .  99 

NCES  reports  on  college  and  university  enroll¬ 
ments  (November)  .  79 

Projections  of  education  statistics  (December)  . .  98 

The  condition  of  education  1978  edition  (Au¬ 
gust)  .  376 

Trends  in  higher  education  institution  finances 

(July)  .  346 

National  Center  for  Health  Statistics: 

NCHS  reimbursable  work  program  (July) .  348 

Social  Security  Administration: 

Availability  of  retired  persons  for  work:  find¬ 
ings  from  the  retirement  history  study  (Au¬ 
gust)  .  377 

AFDC  chartbook  (November) .  80 

Cash  benefits  for  short-term  sickness  (De¬ 
cember)  .  102 

Effects  of  disability  on  earnings  (September) . . .  400 

Effects  of  social  security  on  savings:  review  of 

studies  using  U.S.  time-series  data  (August) . .  378 


Agency  Listing  P^ge 

Health  status  among  low-income  elderly  per¬ 
sons:  rural-urban  differences  (August)  .  378 

Private  health  insurance  plans  in  1976:  an 

evaluation  (December)  .  101 

SSA  research  publications  (August) .  377 

Social  security  beneficiaries  residing  abroad 

(September) .  400 

Social  security  simulation  model  (November)  ..  80 

Student  OASDl  beneficiaries:  program  utiliza¬ 
tion  and  educational  aspirations  (December)  .  101 

1972  survey  of  disabled  and  nondisabled  adults: 
chronic  disease  in  injury,  and  work  disability 

(August)  .  377 

The  1973  CPS-IRS-SSA  exact  match  study  (De¬ 
cember)  .  102 

Worldwide  developments  in  social  security, 

1975-77  (August) .  378 

ZIP  code  distribution  of  social  security  and  SSI 

beneficiaries  (November) .  79 

JUSTICE,  DEPARTMENT  OF 

Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service: 


New  immigration  and  naturalization  report 
(annual  report  for  period  July  1,  1975  to 


September  30,  1976)  (August) .  375 

LABOR,  DEPARTMENT  OF 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics: 

Information  available  on  women  workers 

(November) .  79 

International  comparisons  of  unemployment 

(December)  .  101 

I.ABSTAT:  The  BLS  data  base  and  information 

system  (September) .  395 

New  look  at  the  consumer  expenditure  survey 

(November) .  77 

Productivity  indexes  for  selected  industries  (De¬ 
cember)  .  101 

Employment  and  Training  Administration: 

1978  Employment  and  training  report  of  the 

president  (July)  .  343 

NATIONAL  SCIENCE  FOUNDATION 

A  comparison  of  national  industrial  R&D  esti¬ 
mates  with  actual  NSF/census  data  (August) ....  379 

Defense  and  space  lead  in  federal  R&D  growth  in 

the  1979  budget  (December) .  102 

Employment  patterns  of  recent  entrants  into  sci¬ 
ence  and  engineering  (September) .  402 

Federal  obligations  to  universities  and  colleges 
rose  19%  in  FY  1976,  mostly  in  nonscience 

(July)  .  348 

Federal  funds  for  research,  development,  and 
other  scientific  activities,  fiscal  years  1976, 

1977,  and  1978  (August)  .  378 

Graduate  science  enrollment  stabilized  in  1977 

(July)  .  348 

Hiring  of  science  and  engineering  faculty  by 

2-and  4-year  colleges  (August) .  378 

Industrial  R&D  spending  reaches  $26.6  billion  in 

1976  (July) .  348 

National  R&D  spending  to  exceed  $50  billion  in 

1979  (July) .  348 

Work  activities  of  doctoral  scientists  and  en¬ 
gineers  show  substantial  change  between  1973 

and  1977  (December)  .  102 
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Agency  Listing 

NORTH  AMERICAN  INSTITUTE  FOR  MODER¬ 
NIZATION  OF  LAND  DATA  SYSTEMS 
Second  MOLDS  conference  (July)  .  348 

PRINCETON  UNIVERSITY 

Environmental  monitoring  (July) .  337 


TREASURY,  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE 
Internal  Revenue  Service: 

Statistics  of  income — 1975,  business  income  tax 


returns  (September) .  401 

Statistics  of  income — 1975,  individual  income 

tax  returns  (September) .  401 

Statistics  of  income — 1976,  individual  income 

tax  returns  (September) .  401 


Agency  Listing  Pog^ 

UNITED  NATIONS 
Statistical  Office: 

Social  indicators  report  issued  (October) .  46 

Statistical  yearbook,  1977  (November) .  80 

World  energy  supplies,  1972-1976  (September)  402 
VETERANS  ADMINISTRATION 
Alcoholism:  a  statistical  review  of  VA  hospital  pa¬ 
tients  (July) .  347 

County  veteran  population  (July) .  345 

Geographic  distribution  of  VA  expenditures 

(July)  .  345 

VA  cancer  patient  survival  report  (October)  .  45 

VA  study  of  spinal  cord  injury  survival  (July)  ....  347 

Veterans  benefits  under  current  educational  pro¬ 
grams  (July)  .  345 


February  1979 


175 


PERSONNEL  NOTES 


DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 

Bureau  of  the  Census:  The  Overseas  Consultation  and 
Technical  Services  Unit  of  the  International  Statistical 
Programs  Center  reports  the  following  additions  to  its 
overseas  advisory  staff:  Assigned  to  the  Central  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Sta'  .  js,  Riyadh,  Saudi  Arabia:  Conrad  J.  Jacob 
of  the  U.S.  Postal  Service  as  Industrial  Surveys  Adviser; 
Robert  W.  Schiedel  as  Construction  Statistics  Adviser; 
John  B.  Hannon,  Jr.,  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  as 
Adviser:  and  Dennis  English  and  Frank  Gulino  as  Com¬ 
puter  Programmers.  Assigned  to  the  Bureau  of  Statistics, 
Dacca,  Bangladesh:  William  C.  George  as  General  Statis¬ 
tics  Adviser  and  Donald  G.  Larson  as  Statistical  Surveys 
Adviser. 

Marvin  Thompson  has  been  designated  Chief,  Demo¬ 
graphic  Surveys  Division. 

Charles  D.  Cowan  was  designated  Chief,  Survey  De¬ 
sign  Branch,  and  John  J.  Paletta  was  designated  Chief, 
Sampling  Procedures  Branch,  Statist  ethode  Division. 

Kirk  M.  Wolter  has  been  designated  Assistant  Division 
Chief  for  Statistical  Research,  Statistical  Research  Divi¬ 
sion. 

William  E.  Norfolk  has  been  designated  Assistant  Di¬ 
vision  Chief  for  Operations,  Industry  Division. 

Deborah  D.  Barrett  has  been  designated  Chief,  User 
Training  Branch,  Data  User  Services  Division. 

Lowell  T.  Wrucke  has  been  designated  Chief,  Com¬ 
puter  Methods  Laboratory,  International  Statistical  Pro¬ 
grams  Center. 

FEDERAL  RESERVE  BOARD 

Mark  Wasserman,  formerly  with  the  O.E.C.D.  in  Paris, 
has  Joined  the  Board’s  staff  as  an  Economist  in  the  Na¬ 
tional  Income  Section. 


Paul  Boltz,  formerly  an  Economist  in  the  Government 
Finance  Section,  has  been  promoted  to  Senior  Economist 
in  that  Section. 


RETIREMENTS 

DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

C.  A.  Stokstad  of  the  Economics,  Statistics,  and  Co¬ 
operatives  Service,  retired  from  Federal  service  on 
January  13  after  37  years  of  service.  He  held  field  assign¬ 
ments  in  the  Pacific  Northwest  as  both  economist  and 
statistician  and  since  1958  held  a  number  of  positions  in 
Washington,  D.C.  before  being  named  Director  of  the 
Survey  Division  in  January  1975. 

Samuel  L.  Guy,  Statistician  in  Charge  of  the  Louisiana 
State  Statistical  Office  of  ESCS  retired  January  12.  He  will 
be  succeeded  by  Bergen  A.  Nelson,  presently  Assistant 
Statistician  in  Charge  in  the  Missouri  State  Statistical  Of¬ 
fice. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 

Bureau  of  the  Census:  Retiring  from  the  Bureau  on 
January  12  were  the  following: 

James  W.  Turbitt,  Associate  Director  for  Administra¬ 
tion  and  Field  Operations,  retired  after  38  years  of  serv¬ 
ice. 

William  F.  Stiver,  Senior  Administrative  Advisor  to 
the  Associate  Director  for  Administration  and  Field  Oper¬ 
ations  retired  after  31  years  of  service  at  the  Bureau. 

David  L.  Kaplan,  Assistant  Director  for  Demographic 
Fields  retired  after  39  years  of  Government  service. 
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SCHEDULE  OE  RELEASE  DATES  EOR  PRINCIPAL 
EEDERAL  ECONOMIC  INDICATORS 


March  1979 


Release  dates  scheduled  by  agencies  responsi¬ 
ble  for  the  principal  economic  indicators  of  the 
Federal  Government  are  given  below.  These  are 
target  dates  that  will  be  met  in  the  majority  of 
cases.  Occasionally  agencies  may  be  able  to  release 
data  a  day  or  so  earlier  or  may  be  forced  by  unavoida¬ 
ble  compilation  problems  to  release  a  report  one  or 
more  days  later. 

A  similar  schedule  will  be  shown  here  each 


month  covering  release  dates  for  the  following 
month.  The  indicators  are  indentified  by  the 
title  of  the  releases  in  which  they  are  included; 
the  source  agency;  the  release  identification 
number  where  applicable;  and  the  Business  Con¬ 
ditions  Digest  series  numbers  for  all  BCD  series 
included,  shown  in  parentheses.  Release  date  in¬ 
formation  for  additional  series  can  be  found  in 
publications  of  the  sponsoring  agencies. 


(Any  inquiries  about  these  series  should  be  directed  to  the  issuing  agency.) 

Date  Subject  Data  For 

March  1  Money  Stock  Measures 

Federal  Reserve  Board  (FRB), 

508  (85,  102,  107,  108) . Week  Ending  February  21 

1  Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition 
Statement  of  Federal  Reserve  Banks,  FRB, 

503  (93,  94) . Week  Ending  February  28 

1  Construction  Expenditur3iress  rlease)n 

Census,  C-30  (69) . . .  January 

5  Manufacturers’  Shipments,  Inventories, 

and  Orders,  Census  (65) . February 

6  Consumer  Credit,  FRB,  421  (66,  113) .  January 

6  Open  Market  Money  Rates  and  Bond  Prices, 

FRB,  421  . February 

7  Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks, 

Federal  Reserve  Board  (FRB),  504 

(72,  112) . Week  Ending  February  28 

8  Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  508 

(85,  102,  107,  108)  . Week  Ending  February  28 

8  Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition 
Statement  of  Federal  Reserve  Banks  (FRB), 

503  (93,  94)  . Week  Ending  March  7 

8  Producer  Price  Indexes  (Press  release). 

Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  (BLS)  (330-334) . February 
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Date 


Subject 


Data  For 


March  9 


9 

9 

9 

12 

12 

12 

12 

14 

15 
15 

15 

15 

15 

16 
16 

19 

20 
20 

20 

21 

21 

21 

21 

21 


The  Employment  Situation  (Press  release), 

BL$  (1,  3,  21,  37,  40-44,  91,  340,  442,  444-448, 

451-452) . February 

Manufacturers’  Export  Sales  and  Orders, 

Census,  M4-A .  January 

Advance  Monthly  Retail  Sales  (Press  Release), 

Census (54)  .  February 

Crop  Production,  Agriculture .  March  1 

Supply  Demand  Estimates, 

Agriculture . Current  Marketing  Season 


Monthly  Wholesale  Trade  (Press  release). 

Census,  BW .  January 

Plant  and  Equipment  Expenditures, 

Bureau  of  Economic  Analysis, 


(BEA)  (61)  . 4  Q  ’78  and  1978 

Manufacturing  and  Trade:  Inventories  and  Sales, 

Census  (31,  56,  71) .  January 

Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks, 

FRB,  504  (72,  112)  . Week  Ending  March  7 

Food  Assistance  Program  Results,  Agriculture  .  January 

Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  508 

(85,  102,  107,  108)  . Week  Ending  March  7 

Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition 
Statement  of  Federal  Reserve  Banks, 

FRB,  503  . Week  Ending  March  14 

Industrial  Production  and  Related  Data,  FRB,  414 


(47,  73-76) . February 

Yields  on  FHA  Insured  New  Home  30-Year 

Mortgages,  HUD  (118) .  March  1 

Output,  Capacity,  and  Capacity  Utilization 

FRB,  402  (82,  84) . February 


Housing  Starts  (Press  release).  Census,  C-20 

(28,  29) . February 

Personal  Income,  BEA  (223) . February 

Corporate  Profits,  BEA  (16,  22,  68)  .  4  Q  ’78 

Gross  National  Product 
(Second  Revision),  BEA 

(200,205,210) .  4  Q’78 

Survey  of  Terms  of  Bank 

Lending,  FRB,  416  (67  .  Feb  5-9 

Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks, 

FRB,  504  (72,  112)  . Week  Ending  March  14 

Hogs  and  Pigs,  Agriculture .  March  1 

Federal  Receipts  and  Expenditures,  NIPA 


Basis,  BEA  (500,  501,  502)  .  4  Q ’78 

Advance  Report  on  Durable  Goods,  Manufacturers’ 

Shipments  and  Orders  (Press  release). 

Census,  M3-1,  (6,  24,  25,  96,  548) . February 

Summary  of  U.S.  International  Transactions, 

BEA .  4  Q  ’78 
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Data  For 


Date 


Subject 


March  22 
22 

23 

23 

23 

28 

28 

28 

29 

29 

30 

30 

30 

30 


Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  508  (85,  102, 

107,  108)  . Week  Ending  March  14 

Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition 
Statement  of  Federal  Reserve  Banks, 

FRB,  503  (93,  94)  . Week  Ending  March  21 

Real  Earnings  (Press  release),  BLS  (341) .  February 

Consumer  Price  Index  (Press  release),  BLS  (320,  322)  February 
Average  Yeilds  of  Long-Term  Bonds,  Treasury 

Bulletin  (1 15,  116) .  January 

Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks, 

FRB,  504  (72,  112)  . Week  Ending  March  21 

Export  and  Import  Merchandise  Trade,  Census, 

FT-900  (602,  612) .  February 

Work  Stoppages  (Press  release,  BLS .  February 

Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition 
Statement  of  Federal  Reserve  Banks, 

FRB,  503  (93,  94)  . Week  Ending  March  28 

Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  508  (85,  102, 

107,  108)  . Week  Ending  March  21 

Labor  Turnover  in  Manufacturing  (Press  release), 

BLS  (2,  3,  4) .  February 

Composite  Indexes  of  Leading,  Coincident,  and 

Lagging  Indicators  (Press  release),  BEA .  February 

Agricultural  Prices,  Agriculture . Mid-March 

Manufacturers’  Shipments,  Inventories, 
and  Orders,  Census  (65) .  February 
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Good  News 

for  those  who  make  their  living  by  numbers- 

Prices  slashed  on  magazines  published  by  the  Bureau  of 
Economic  Analysis  that  provide  basic  economic  data. 


A  must  for  GNP  data  users. 


A  must  for  business  cycle  analysts. 


SURVEY 

CURRENT  BUSINESS. 

The  journal  of  record  and 
research  of  the  Bureau  of 
Economic  Analysis.  Price 
reduced  61%.  New  price  $19.00 
for  12  issues  a  yeeu-. 


WEEKLY  ^--7 
BUSINESS  STATISTICS. 

A  weekly  updating  service  for 
data  that  appear  in  the 
statistical  (blue)  pages  of  the 
Survey  of  Current  Business. 
Price  $15.00  a  year. 

Published  weekly. 


Order  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents, 
Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402. 


ENTER  MY  SUBSCRIPTION  TO 
Survey  of  Current  Business. 

Annual  subscription:  $19.(X)  domestic;  $23.75  foreign.. 
Weekly  Business  Statistics. 

Annual  subscription:  $15.00  domestic;  $18.75  foreign.. 
Business  Conditions  Digest. 

Annual  subscription:  $40.(X)  domestic;  $50.00  foreign. . 


BUSINESS 
CONDITIONS  DIGEST. 

The  Wall  Street  Journal  said 
it  was  “the  single  most  useful 
government  publication,  in 
the  opinion  of  many 
analysts.”  (March  21,  1977) 
Price  reduced  28%.  New  price 
$40.00  for  12  issues  a  year. 
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